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FRONTIER NEWS
A newsletter for the ex-employees, families and friends of the "old" Frontier Airlines.

I have found history to be a tricky subject over the years I’ve been doing this newsletter and researching
FL history. A good case in point would be last issue’s feature on Bob Ashby. Bob was well known as the
only Tuskegee Airman to get a commercial pilot job after WWII. But my research for the article revealed
several other Tuskegee Airman who flew for airlines. This month’s article has the same characteristic.
Ace’s article notes Donna Myers being the first aviatrix in Colorado but the more I got into the subject the
more info turned up questioning the claim. Thanks again to the incomparable Ken Schultz for digging out
the facts of the case. His assistance since the newsletter’s beginning nine years ago is so huge there is no
way to thank him enough. Donna’s story starts on page 16. That’s her husband Johnny over her right
shoulder in the photo above. He was one of Monarch’s first pilots with a start date of 1/1/46. He was also
director-special operations during his career.

SPRING

2009

#35

2
The FRONTIER NEWS is published quarterly and dedicated
to ex-employees, friends, family and fans of the “old” Frontier
Airlines which “died” on August 24, 1986 and was “buried” on
May 31, 1990. It is a non-profit operation. All income goes into
keeping the NEWS going. Opinions expressed in this newsletter
are those of the author and not the editor or the publication.
Publishing dates are October for Fall, January for Winter, April
for Spring and July for Summer.
Articles and photos are welcomed and subject to editing and space requirements. We cannot pay for such
items but will give credit as appropriate. All submissions
should deal with the “old” Frontier Airlines. Especially
welcomed are stories of personal experiences with a
humorous slant. All airline employees have a treasure
trove of such stories. Please share them with the rest of
the FLamily. We also want to publicize ALL “old”
Frontier gatherings. Be sure to notify us with details: place,
date, contact and so forth. They will be published in the
“Timetable”.
Subscriptions are $10 per year. All back issues are available
& cost $2.50 each. First 24 isues on a CD $5. Text ads are $5 for
20 words, $10 for 40 words, $15 for a business card, $20 for
1/8th page and $40 for a quarter page, $100 for a full page. Tell
others in the FLamily about the newsletter. Give a gift subscription. Mail checks to Jake Lamkins, FL NEWS, 1202 Scrimshaw
Cove #4, Fayetteville, AR 72701. Thanks for your support.

THE KANSAS CITY
CV-580
CREW BASE
Is a proud supporter of
THE FRONTIER NEWS &
OLD FRONTIER AIRLINES WEBSITE
at http://FAL-1.tripod.com
Jake Lamkins,
Webmaster, ExFAL@Yahoo.com
and http://
www.KansasCityCrewBase.com
Capt'n Phil Stallings,
Webmaster, RedRyder@TX.rr.com
Check the websites for FL news,
notices on upcoming events,
pictures and stories from the past.

The technological advances we saw during the FL
years amazed us all. Remember when the teletype
machine was replaced by the computer and folks got in
trouble for sending messages to ALLOOFL which supposedly turned on every printer in every office. Then
there were the silhouettes and pictures FLolks made using
mostly Xs and Os - they really showed up at Christmas. See an
example on page 15. Reservation cards went the way of the
Dodo Bird and station agents doing weight and balance with pen
and paper disappeared. Post FL technological advances make
that time’s technology look positively stone age. It’s enough to
make you feel outdated and behind the times.
Printing profiles of various FLolks in past issues gave me the
idea of inviting all of you to write up a profile of yourself, your
career with FL and your life after FL. You can email it to me or
send it by postal mail in which case it should be typewritten. I
really hate re-typing from handwritten text. My fingers can’t
keep up with my eyes, or vice versa, or something. Send along
a good photo too and I’ll try to use it.
Reunion season is nearly upon us. Try to go to one near you.
There are lots of mini-reunions going on too. Witness the
monthly and bi-monthly pilot meetings. FL retirees at Lake
Havasu, AZ get together often and FYV continues its Old
FARTS meetings (Old Frontier Airlines Retired Ticket Smashers.) Even if only a few show up; it’s great fun to re-live old
times, have a bite to eat and re-new friendships. Start up one in
your town and let me know about it.
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REUNIONS TIMETABLE
This is the information we currently have.
Coordinators of FL events, please let us know the details.
More info http://FAL-1.tripod.com
BIL REUNION
No info on a 2009 event. Last reunion was Sat July 29, 2006.
Contacts: Dee Martenson, adsanta@bresnan.net
Bob Voight, voightr@aol.com
DEN GOLF TOURNAMENT
14th annual "Original Frontier Airlines" golf tournament is Fri.,
June 19, 2009, 10 A.M., (day before the DEN FL reunion) at
Park Hill Golf Course, 4141 E. 39th Ave., DEN, CO. $50 each.
Contact Bob Reisig, 303-920-2060, jobob@bojos.net
DEN REUNION PICNIC
Sat. June 20, 2009 at the Aurora Reservoir on East Quincy
Avenue 2.5 miles east of Gun Club Road (S470) or 7 miles east
of Chambers Road on East Quincy
Contacts:
Carolyn Boller, 303-364-3624, CKBoller@comcast.net
or Julie Dickman, 303-654-1116, DickmanRanch@aol.com
DFW CN/FL REUNION
No info on a 2009 event. Last held Friday, October 28, 2006,
Contact: Jim Ford, 817-268-3954, JEFord15@tx.rr.com
DFW FRONTIER BASH
No info on a 2009 event.
Contact: Rusty Lambert, 903-852-3970, RustyLGolf@cs.com
FTW CN/FL MECHANICS REUNION
Held Sun Jul 13, 2008 at Lakeview Marina near FTW.
Contact: Brady White, ontopavia@aol.com, 817-913-9313
FYV-FSM MEMORIAL PIGNIC
Saturday, August 15, 2009, 11am-5pm, FSM Burford Pavillion.
Contacts:
Phil Green, 479-783-2981, SusiGreen0609@aol.com
Jake Lamkins, 479-879-8358, ExFAL@Yahoo.com
GJT REUNION
No info for 2009. Last took place Saturday, August 19, 2006.
Contact: Jim Wilds, JimWilds@netzero.net, 970-858-7577
LNK REUNION
No info on 2009 event. “Last was on October 11, 2008 for our
2nd reunion. We had a great turnout and we hope to get
everyone together again.”
Contact: Cork Guenther, 402-798-2102, saylor@inetnebr.com
MCI FLIGHT CREW LAYOVER
September 18-20, 2009, at Kansas City Airport Hilton.
Contacts: Phil Stallings, RedRyder@tx.rr.com
JoDelle (Davidson) Burwell, jodelleburwell@comcast.net
Lisa Sachetta, lsachetta@yahoo.com
MCI REUNION
No info on a 2009 event.
Contact: Rose Dragen, 816-741-1995, mdragen@juno.com
PHX PICNIC
Sunday, November 7, 2010, 11:00 AM, Desert Breeze Park in
Chandler.
Contacts:
Cyndy Camomile, 480-831-1660, cynhoff55@yahoo.com
Ginger Treptow, 480-813-4595, Peaches85233@qwest.net
SLC REUNION
June 20, 2009, Saturday, 10am to 6pm. The address is 1070
West 5450 South, across the street from last year.

Contacts: Marlene Jensen Francis: MARSJF@aol.com,
801-302-1098,
Stan Covington: stanorpris@cs.com, 801-808-4264,
Don Anderton: 801-968-3225, DAnderton@qwest.net or
Paul Farris: 479-770-6655, paulamos43@yahoo.com
STL REUNION
No info on a 2009 event.
Contacts: Ceil Ponder, 314-428-9759
Kathy Benoist, 314-729-1810
TUS REUNION & GOLF OUTING
MAY 17-18-19, 2009, 3 DAYS OF GOLF at KENO SPRINGS
Contacts:
Gary Mackie, 713-419-2559, garmac007@yahoo.com
Rusty Lambert, 903-852-3970, rustylgolf@cs.com
FL RETIRED PILOTS
(The FL Retired Pilots Assn quarterly newsletter is available for a $15
annual subscription. Contact Ace Avakian, 17 Oak Ridge Drive,
Castle Rock, CO 80104-2129 or AceAvak@aol.com)

DFW
Luncheon, every odd month, 3rd Monday, noon @ Ernies,
8206 Bedford-Euless Road, North Richland Hills, TX
Contact: Jim Ford, 817-268-3954, JEFord15@comcast.net
DEN
Luncheon, every second Tuesday, 11:30am at Mr. Panda Chinese Restaurant (North Room) 2852 S. Havana, Aurora, CO
Contact: Ace Avakian, 303-688-3852, AceAvak@comcast.net
or Jim Hanson 303-750-6478, BlackCatVP54@msn.com
SLC
Luncheon, every third Thursday, 11:30 am at Chuck Arama
Buffet, 744 East 400 South, Salt Lake City, UT
Contact: Jack Schade, 801-277-5479,
CaptainJack20@juno.com

FRONTIER AIRLINES GOLF
TUCSON SPECIAL
MAY 17, 18, 19, 2009
THREE DAYS OF GOLF
AT KENO SPRINGS.
CONTACT GARY OR RUSTY
Hotel: Super '8' in Nogales.
Call 'SANDY' 520-313-7085.
Tell her you are FRONTIER.
$65.00 p/n inc. tax. Si/Dbl.
Golf entry is $125.00.
3 days golf, party room, etc.
Pay here, bring friend.

Gary Mackie, 713-419-2559,
garmac007@yahoo.com
Rusty Lambert, 903-852-3970,
rustylgolf@cs.com
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BILL THIETS
1958-1963 / 1973-1986
STATION AGENT, RWL HSI DEN

GONE WEST
We salute these FLriends on their final voyage.
They are not dead until we forget them.
More information at http://FAL-1.tripod.com
Some years back I was doing some research in the archive book
section of Brigham Young University. In reading about the old
airmail pilots who flew the transcontinental mail between the years of
1918 and 1927, I came across an article explaining the term “Gone
West.” As the old airmail route continued its expansion from the east
coast to the west, thirty-two pilots and nine mechanics lost their lives
in the line of duty. Three hundred wrecked aircraft were strewn from
the Allegheny Mountains known as “The Hell Stretch,” across the
open plains to the Rockies, the Wasatch, the Sierras into the west
coast. When a pilot was over due, the term “Gone West” came into
being. -Tex Searle, FL pilot

DEATHS REPORTED OR UPDATED
SINCE THE WINTER 2009 ISSUE
Chuck Barker, DEN pilot, 12/23/08, age 75
Lee Kangieser Beck, DEN flight attendant, 1/6/09,
age 78
Red Chambers, DEN pilot, 3/6/09, age 85
Clyde Cisneros, DEN station agent, 3/12/09, age 62
Ron Cornelison, OKC station agent, 12/16/04, age 64
Jeffrey Corsiglia, Need info, 4/19/04, age 56
Nancy Wilson Dailey, GSW flight attendant, age 67
Shirley Middlebrook Finkbeiner, DEN reservation
agent, 12/12/08, age 70
Harold "Frenchy" French, DEN inspector, 9/26/08,
age 98
Mazie Graham, DEN flight attendant, 3/3/09, age 66
George Hayes, STL station agent, 10/27/08, age 66
Terry Johnson, DEN pilot, 1/21/09, age 71, COPD
Ray Johnston, CEZ PHX station agent/manager, 1/1/09,
age 83
Walter Johnston, DEN payroll manager, Dec 1964
Jon Sluder, DAL DFW senior station agent, 6/5/08,
age 74, brain tumor
Bill Thiets, RWL HSI DEN station agent, 12/24/08,
age 70

It is with great sorrow that I tell you that Bill passed away on
Christmas Eve. It was very sudden. I think that Bill has paid his
money for the newsletter and I would like to continue to receive
it since I am also a former Frontier employee. I was the Director
of Revenue Accounting. Thank you for all you do.
-Mary Ellen Thiets, OKpapabear@aol.com
My name is Bill Thiets. I first started with FL in 1958 in RWL
working for George Hobbs. From there I went to HSI in March
of 1959 to work for Royal Burt in his first city. I ended up in
DEN in April of 1960. Cal Reese was my Station Manager at
that time. I left FL in May of 1963 and returned in Oct of 1973
until the doors closed in 1986. As I type this E-Mail, I am sitting
in our home office and I look at the DC3 model of old 385 and
the 737 model, number 341, and lots of good thoughts return to
me. (3/3/03)
I was thinking about how I could best put the unheard of (in
the world we live in today) respect, devotion and love we had for
the FL nameplate. The best I could come up with was, it was like
our "first love" - never to be forgotten. I doubt this feeling will
ever be matched again, anywhere! When all was said and done,
it was a great ride with a great group of folks. (4/15/03)
I met and married my new wife in 82. She was Director of
Revenue Accounting, She received a job offer from AA after
the close down in 86. We moved to Tulsa in 1987 where we still
reside. I'm with Thrifty Car Rental in our World Wide HQs.
Retirement is coming this year, but at 66 I still don't know if I'm
ready. I'm good at my job and have a great amount of fun going
to the office each day. (2/15/04)
I had a stroke in February. That was an eye opener. I got real
close to humility. At 68 it took me 8 to 10 days to grasp the
concept of walking by putting one foot in front of another and
about 8 weeks before I was able to put the cane away. A few
concerns (left hand) linger but, in general life is GREAT.
(6/23/06)
-Bill Thiets, OKpapabear@aol.com
(Bill was like most FL employees - personable, hard-working,
dedicated and loyal with a great attitude. Once you met him,
you remembered him. I still need an obituary and some pix for
his memorial webpage.)

LEE KANGIESER BECK
195? - 1953
FLIGHT ATTENDANT, DEN
A lady from my church saw an obituary in the Republic today
and called me. It was for Leona “Lee” Beck - she was a
stewardess for Frontier Airlines. I’ll mail you the obit right
away.
-Ginger Treptow, peaches85233@qwest.net
OBITUARY: Leona "Lee" Kangeiser Beck was born in
Washington, Missouri on December 4, 1930, the daughter of
Mary and Bernard Kangieser. She grew up in Nebraska City,
Nebraska where she graduated from Saint Bernard's Academy.
After graduation she moved with her family to Denver, Colorado
and went to work as a stewardess for Frontier Airlines. While
flying between Denver and Phoenix, Arizona she met Charles L.
"Bud" Beck, Jr.
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They married on April 16, 1953 and had 4
children; Kimberlee Ann, Charles Louis III
"Chip", Cynthia Lee, and Melissa Eileen "Lisa".
Lee was a devout Catholic and a devoted mother and grandmother. She loved to play golf, dance and travel to visit her 8
brothers and sisters whom she remained close to her entire life.
But most of all, she loved to spend time with her son, daughters,
and 8 grandchildren, Lindsey, Christina, Kristopher, Sabrina,
Charley, Cody, Dylan and Jerod. She never missed a ballgame,
school play or birthday. Her kindness and love were boundless
and she was the heart and soul of her entire extended family.
We love her so much and are devastated by her sudden and
unexpected passing on January 6, 2009. Lee is survived by all 4
of her children, 8 grandchildren, her 3 brothers, Bernie Kangieser, Ken Kangieser and Jim Kangieser and 3 sisters, Margie
Schneider, Mary Porter and Jenny Schmitz. Visitation will be
Sunday, January 11, 2009 at Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home.
Funeral Services will be held at 10:00am, Monday, January 12,
2009 and Interment at Paradise Memorial Garden Cemetery,
Scottsdale.
- Arizona Republic on 1/10/2009

TERRY JOHNSON
1967 - 1986
PILOT, DEN
Regretfully...the Gone West of Terry Johnson, ALPA 378661,
1-21-09. No other information at this time.
-Ace Avakian, ACEAVAK@comcast.net
Terry Johnson took his final flight on 21 Jan. Suffering from
COPD, Terry was taken by ambulance to a hospital on 2 Jan. On
15 Jan he was transferred to a hospice facility where he succumbed six days later. Word was late getting to us, as Terry was
a bachelor and had no family in the immediate area. His brother
Larry arrived Sunday to make arrangements.
-Mike Daciek, mikedaciek@comcast.net
OBITUARY: Terrel "Terry" Johnson was born in Rockford,
IL, in 1937, and passed away in Aurora, CO, January 21, 2009.
Preceded in death by parents, Harry and Violet Johnson. Survived by brothers, Tom (Darlene), Larry (Darlene), and Fred.
Served as a fighter pilot in Southeast Asia, Air National Guard
in Denver, and piloted for both Frontier and Continental Airlines. Funeral Service Monday, February 2, 11:30 AM at Advantage Aurora Chase Chapel, 1095 Havana St., Aurora. Visitation
1 hour prior to service. Interment at Fort Logan National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Shriners
Hospitals for Children.
- Denver Newspaper Agency on 1/27/2009
Terry, God speed and tailwinds west bound. You were quiet,
polite, humble and dependable......Every thing we do not associate with the Red-Hot Fighter jock....But Terry, you were one
damn fine pilot. It was a pleasure to fly with you.
-Jack Gibson, capthootjeg@earthlink.net

JON SLUDER
1953 - 1986
STATION AGENT, SENIOR STATION
AGENT, STATION MANAGER
ACF MLC GSW DAL LIT DFW
I have been meaning to pass along some news about a CN/FL

alum.(my cousin) Jon Sluder GSW/DAL/DFW Ramp agent. Jon
passed away last June 5, 2008 of a brain tumor and was laid to
rest along side his parents in Clinton, OK.
Our family didn’t get much info about Jon as he had turned all
of his affairs over to his church and they were not very good at
passing along any info about his condition. One of my other
cousins finally was able to find out what had happened to him
and passed it along to me.
I last saw Jon about a year ago at his mothers funeral in
Clinton, (Jon’s hometown) and he didnt seem right then. I am
sure that some of his co-workers would like to know what
happened. I don’t know any more than that.
-Phil Leach, RONALDPLEACH727@ cs.com
(son of CN/FL pilot Lloyd Leach)
JON DON SLUDER, Born 20 Sep 1933, Died 05 Jun 2008,
Age 74, At 75093 (Plano, Collin, TX), SSN issued in Oklahoma
-SSDI
This is not good news - we are seeing a lot of our friends go
WEST. We all go some time but its still hard to believe that so
many have gone. Soon it will get crowded.
-Bill Kirkley , bkirkley@flash.net
Sorry to hear of Jon's passing. He very generously shared some
photos for my site a few years ago.
-Steve Gustafson, scgbooks@yahoo.com
Was sorry to hear of Jon Sluder's passing. Knew Jon quite
well and attended some classes with him. As often is said we are
losing our old friends fast.
-Ken Stewart, arkstewart@prodigy.net
So sad to hear of Jon's passing. Of all the agents across the
system, my fondest memories are of the DAL/DFW crew. Jon
was a great guy with a wonderful sense of humor, and he always
took such good care of us all. Thanks so much to all of our great
FL SA/SSAs!
-Donna Harrison, yellowrose@hawaii.rr.com
(Jon’s station agent seniority date was 6/15/53, emp# 07986,
#14 on the 1/1/86 FL/ALEA seniority list. Over the years Jon
generously shared his photos and supported this newsletter from
the start. One could not go through DAL-DFW much without
meeting and appreciating Jon.)

CHUCK BARKER
1961 - 19??
PILOT, DEN
Captain Charles "Chuck" Barker died on December 23, 2008.
He was with Frontier Airlines as a pilot. He resided in Rancho
Mirage, CA
-Rafael Sierra, pspilots@aol.com
In Memoriam: Capt. Charles Eugene "Chuck" Barker. Chuck
was a good friend and mentor. He had retired from Frontier
Arlines. He flew one of the first 727 for the company and later
continued as an instructor logging more than 20,000 hours in
DC3s, CV 340/440s and a score of other aircraft. He was a
Korean War Army veteran. May he rest in peace. Died Dec. 23,
2008. We will miss his Monday night flights to Calexico.
-http://www.palmspringspilots.com
(C E BARKER: Pilot seniority date of 9/11/61 on the 9/1/72
FL/ALPA seniority list. He is not on the 9/1/81 list. Still need
an obituary and when he left FL.)
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She had several miniature schnauzers
RAY JOHNSTON
MORE GONE WEST 1980.
over the years and they were "her babies."
1951 - 1986
She is survived by her husband, Vern; father,
Wayne;
brother,
Danny
(Marilyn) Middlebrook; sister, Pasty
STATION AGENT, STATION
North; "adopted" grandchildren, Jessica and Cheston; and nuMANAGER, CEZ PHX
merous nieces and nephews.

I just received word by phone this morning that Calvin Ray
Johnston died January 1, 2009. The obituary is in today Arizona
Republic but I don't take the paper. I assume his wife will notify
FL so you can post something in the FL News. I have called all
the PHX Station people that worked with him and gave them the
info. Have no other details. The services were today in Awatukee, Az. It's part of Phoenix. Wish I had more but thought you'd
like to know.
He went by the name Ray but the obit named him as Calvin
Ray Johnston. They gave no details on working with FL at all.
He was 83 years old and it must have been sudden. He and his
wife Donna attended the Phoenix Frontier Reunion on November 2, 2009.
-Ginger Treptow, peaches85233@qwest.net
OBITUARY: Calvin Ray Johnston Jr., 83, passed away
January 1, 2009 in Chandler, AZ. He was born May 23, 1925 in
Pocatello, ID. He served as a bugle master in the navy in the
South Pacific during WWII. He loved music and had lived in
Ahwatukee for 32 years.
He is survived by his wife Donna Johnston, daughters Virginia
Reese and Delene Heywood, son Russell Johnston, 9 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. Services will be held at the LDS
Ahwatukee 2nd Ward at 4525 E. Knox Rd., Tuesday January 6,
2009 at 10:30 AM with a visitation preceding at 9:00 AM.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the LDS General
Mission Fund, the Perpetual Education Fund or a charity of your
choice. Arrangements handled by Bunker's Garden Chapel.
-Arizona Republic on January 6, 2009
Ginger called yesterday advising of the passing of Ray Johnston 1 Jan 09. Ray was Station Manager at CEZ many years
before moving to PHX sometime in the late 70's.
-Jim Seamster, seamster@cox.net
(C R JOHNSTON JR: Station agent seniority date of 2/25/51,
emp# 04695, #5 on the 1/1/86 FL/ALEA seniority list. He's
shown as a CEZ station agent on the 11/4/55 station roster. He
was still there on the 3/1/56 roster. The 8/15/63 - 7/15/66
station rosters shows him as CEZ station manager. He's shown
as the CEZ station manager in the 1/1/70 FL phone directory.
The 11/77 FL Quick Reference Directory shows Larry Zentz as
CEZ manager. Ray is not listed elsewhere or in later QRDs.)

SHIRLEY MIDDLEBROOK
FINKBEINER
1963 - 1980
RESERVATION AGENT, DEN
OBITUARY: SHIRLEY L. FINKBEINER, April 3, 1938Dec. 12, 2008. Shirley Lee Finkbeiner of Elizabeth, Colo., died
Friday. Graveside memorial services will be held at 2 p.m. on
Friday, Jan. 9, 2009, at Elizabeth Cemetery in Elizabeth, Colo.
She was born in Hillsdale, Ind., on April 3, 1938, to Marie
(Barnes) and Wayne Middlebrook. Shirley enjoyed traveling to
other countries, and also to bowling tournaments throughout the
U.S. with her sister and friends. She married Vernon H.
Finkbeiner in 1976, and she retired from Frontier Airlines in

In lieu of flowers, contributions may me made in her name to
Dumb Friends League-Buddy Center, 2080 South Quebec St.,
Denver, Colo., 80231.
-Goldsboro NC News-Argus on December 16, 2008
OBITUARY: Shirley Lee Finkbeiner of Elizabeth, died on
December 12, 2008. Survived by husband, Vern; father, Wayne;
brother, Danny Middlebrook; sister, Pasty North; "adopted"
grandchildren, Jessica and Cheston. A graveside memorial service will be held 2:00 pm Friday, January 09, 2009, at Elizabeth
Cemetery, Elizabeth, CO. In lieu of flowers, contributions can
be made in her name to Dumb Friends League-Buddy Center,
2080 South Quebec St., Denver, CO 80231.
- Denver Newspaper Agency on 12/20/2008
SHIRLEY L FINKBEINER: Born 03 Apr 1938, Died 12 Dec
2008 at 80107 (Elizabeth, Elbert, CO) SSN issued in Indiana.
-SSDI
(S L Middlebrook: Reservation agent seniority date of 5/6/63,
emp# 05702, #11, on the 1/1/74 FL/ALEA seniority list.)

RON CORNELISON
1967 - 1986
STATION AGENT, OKC
OBITUARY: Services for Ronald Wayne Cornelison, 64,
Sulphur were held at 11:00 a.m. Monday, Dec. 20 at New
Beginnings Church in Stratford with Rev. Charles McGregor
officiating. Interment was in Oaklawn Cemetery with Clagg
Funeral Home in charge of arrangements.
Born August 10, 1940 in Wasco, Calif. to Henry Clarence
Cornelison and Gypsy Frances Barddy Cornelison, he died
Thursday, Dec. 16 in Sulphur. A truck driver by trade, Mr.
Cornelison lived in Oklahoma City before moving to Sulphur
eight years ago. He had served in the U.S. Navy and was retired
from Frontier Airlines.
He is survived by his wife, Melany Cornelison, Sulphur; three
sons, Randall Lee Cornelison, Duncan, Roger Cornelison, Tulsa
and Robert Cornelison, Oklahoma City; a brother, Bud Cornelison, Tulsa; one sister, Bernita Howard, Oklahoma City; four
grandchildren, Chris, Sarah, Jacob and Aaron and one great
grandchild.He was preceded in death by his parents; a sister,
Irene Maynard and a brother, Cliff Cornelison.
Pallbearers were Ray Haynes, Chuck Loyd, Al McKay, and
Woody Hall. A military service was conducted by the Tinker
A.F. B. Honor Guard.
-Oklahoma County Archives-http://ftp.rootsweb.ancestry.com
I worked with Ron in OKC in the '60s. He was a station agent.
I left in '72 and don't know what ever became of him. Maybe
some of old OKC staff might know.
-Gary Mackie, garmac007@yahoo.com
RONALD W CORNELISON, Born 10 Aug 1940
Died 16 Dec 2004, Age 64, At 73086 (Sulphur, Murray, OK)
SSN issued in Oklahoma
-SSDI
(R W CORNELISON: Station agent seniority date of 1/6/67,
emp# 01573, on the 1/1/86 FL/ALEA seniority list.)
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JEFFREY CORSIGLIA
1967? - 1968?, MKC
OBITUARY: Jeffrey Steven Corsiglia, 56, of Kansas City,
passed away on April 19, 2004, at the home. He was born April
23, 1947, with his twin brother, Gerald, at St. Anne's Hospital in
Chicago, IL. He attended Chicago College and then moved to
Kansas City, where he was employed by Frontier Airlines,
Bendix and GMC.
He then served in the U.S. Army in Germany as a cryptographer and envoy, finishing his tour of duty enjoying his work at
the military museum at Fort Leavenworth. Shortly thereafter he
became employed at the U.S. Postal Service where he served as
a letter carrier retiring two years ago after 30 years of service at
the Martin City station and previously at the Gladstone,
Parkville, Westport, Troost and North Kansas City stations
where he was affectionately known as "The Giant Mailman."
He loved all his friends, Bill, Dave, Greg, Stock, Joe (YukYuk), Frank, Dennis, Barry with whom he shared his super
bowl/poker game parties and his river float trips. He was preceded in death by his father, Steven Frank, his stepmother, Mina
V. Corsiglia, and his son, Stephan Gerald. Jeff leaves his devoted partner of 14 years, Barbara, of the home; a daughter,
Jenny Marie Eastburn Corsiglia; his twin brother, Gerald; sisters, Kathy Hughes of Kansas City, Janet Corsiglia-Smith of
Harrisonville, Mina Gooldy of Dewey, AZ, Mary Corsiglia of
Liberty, and Doris Schauffler of Kansas City, MO.
Memorial services at 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 24, 2004, at
Mt. Moriah & Freeman Chapel, I-435 and Holmes Road. The
family will receive friends at the funeral home from 3-4 p.m.
prior to the service.
-Kansas City Star on 4/23/2004.
I’ve been on a 2 month cruise around S America, just got into
Long Beach, getting off in SFO. I remember the name but can't
put a face to it for sure. I think he was tall and slim with dark
hair if I remember the right guy with the name.
-Bob Welch, rfwelch@yahoo.com
(Need any info you have on Jeffrey - do not know what position
he held or how long. I’m guessing it was about 1967-68.)

NANCY WILSON DAILEY
1961 - 1965
FLIGHT ATTENDANT, FTW GSW
OBITUARY: Nancy Pamelia (Wilson) Dailey, age 67, of
Manhattan, KS died Sunday, March 8, 2009, at Mercy Regional
Health Center in Manhattan. She was born Feb. 24, 1942, in
Dallas, Texas, and had been a Manhattan resident since 1965.
Nancy grew up in Dallas and graduated from Woodrow Wilson
High School in 1960. She attended North Texas State University for 2 years.
She was a flight attendant for Central airlines, a travel consultant for 14 years, worked for Mercy Regional Hospital and
retired from Kansas State University College of Veterinary
Medicine in 2007 where she worked in the Anatomy & Physiology Department.
Nancy was a loving wife and mother and an adoring grandmother and loyal friend. She was a member of P.E.O. Chapter
DH and St. Thomas More Catholic Church. She enjoyed cross
stitch, reading, traveling and shopping.
On Sept. 18, 1965, in Dallas, Texas, she was married to John

"Jack" Dailey. Mr. Dailey survives of the home in Manhattan.
Additional survivors include two daughters, Jennifer Jean Hager
and her husband Craig, of Manhattan, and Kelly Ruth Vining
and her husband Mark of Independence, Kan.; five grandchildren: Makenzie Vining, Katheryne Hager, Kaleb Vining, Isabella Hager and John "Jack" Hager; and her aunt Jean James of
Wills Point, Texas.
She was the daughter-in-law of Ralph and Grace Davies of
Manhattan. She was preceded in death by her father, B.W.
Wilson Jr., in 1999; her mother, Lillian Faye Wilson, in 2007,
and her maternal mother Ruth Virginia Wills in 1989.
Mass of the Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday
at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Manhattan, with Father
Don Zimmerman as Celebrant. Graveside services will be held
at a later in Oak Hill Cemetery in Edgewood, Texas.
The family of Mrs. Dailey will receive friends from 5 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday at Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral Home. Online condolences may be left for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuneralhome.com. Memorial contributions may be made to the P.E.O. Scholarship Fund.
(Neil sent the obituary)
We have lost a Dear sweet member of our Airline Family
-Neil Wickstrum, nelywick@cox. net
(Nancy quit flying when she married station agent Jack Dailey
(1963-86) in 1965. Jack worked at MHK GEG JLN ABI DEN
MAF during his career. Our condolences to Jack and family.)

HAROLD "FRENCHY" FRENCH
1946 - 1975
AIRCRAFT MECHANIC, INSPECTOR
DEN
Harold C. French's death is listed on the recent SSDI. Harold
died September 26, 2008, and his date of birth is listed as July 7,
1910. Harold started to work for Monarch Air Lines November
13, 1946, in Denver as a Mechanic and became an Inspector on
April 7, 1947. He was known as "Frenchy". He worked as an
Inspector in all the Shops and was working the Line when he
retired on January 17, 1975. There was no notice in either of the
Denver newspapers.
-Ken Schultz, Wheat Ridge, CO
HAROLD C FRENCH, Born 07 Jul 1910, Died 26 Sep 2008
Age 98, At 80220 (Denver, Denver, CO), SSN issued in
Colorado
-SSDI
(Aircraft mechanic seniority date of 11/13/46, #8, on the
11/1/74 FL/IAM seniority list. Inspector seniority date of
4/7/47, #1, on the 11/1/74 FL/IAM seniority list. Frenchy is the
oldest of all deceased FLolks at 98 years, 2 months, 19 days.
He bumps Bob Goldwater from the top slot who was 96 yrs, 4
mos.)

THE SHIRT ON PAGE 9
This classic t-shirt is for sale at http://ebay. com. Bidding
starts at $.99 plus s&h. Wasn't it Jim Shores' station agent son
Rocky who made & sold these?
-Jake Lamkins, exfal@yahoo.com
Yes, Rocky made them while at DAL/DFW.
-Bill Kirkley, bkirkley@flash.net
(Bill was a station agent at DAL DFW STL from 1966 to 1986
while Rocky was a DAL/DFW station agent from 1972 until
around 1985. He’s not on the 1/1/86 seniority list.)
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MAZIE GRAHAM
1977 - 1986
FLIGHT ATTENDANT, DEN
Mazie Lee Graham/ FA Gone West: I don't know the years
Mazie flew with us but do remember her as a fun, big hearted
lady who could always put a smile on anyone's face.
Mazie and I were flight attendants together and I was saddened
to see her passing. She was always fun, laughing and everyone
around her would be smiling. You were special, Mazie, and
we're all lucky you touched our lives.
Here is the obit from the Star-Telegram, Fort Worth TX.
-Karen Ward Berry, mas32755@yahoo.com
OBITUARY: Mazie Graham, 66, passed away Tuesday,
March 3, 2009. Memorial service: The family will have a
private service. Survivors: Sons, Troy Adams, Darrin Graham
and wife, Melodi, and Brandon Graham and wife, Michelle;
grandchildren, Nathan, Brad, Taylor, Hunter Graham, Bailey
and Brant Smith; sister, Becky Hudson and husband, Ken; and
brothers, Jerry Shelton and wife, Carol, and Carl Shelton and
wife, Marilyn.
-Fort Worth Star-Telegram on 3/8/2009
I really enjoyed flying with Mazie at Frontier Airlines in
Denver. What a wonderful, fun, kind hearted lady. My sympathy
and thoughts to her family.
-Mary Ann (Stone) Savinsky, mas32755@yahoo.com
(Mazie’s flight attendant seniority date was 12/3/77, emp#
13552, on the 2/1/86 FL/AFA seniority list.)

GEORGE HAYES
1969 - 1986
STATION AGENT, STL
I see Jim Hargis once in awhile. The last time I saw him was
at the funeral home when George Hayes was laid out.
-Roy Schreder, Creemee@htc.net
I did not know George had died. Please send my any info you
have such as an obituary, etc.
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
OBITUARY: George W. Hayes, 66, of Troy, Ill., born Oct. 9,
1942, in Alton, Ill., died at 11:21 p.m. Monday, Oct. 27, 2008,
at Anderson Hospital.
Mr. Hayes was a retired manager from United Airlines and
most recently was employed by Madison County Transit. He
was an avid model railroader and enjoyed spending time with his
family and eight grandchildren.
Mr. Hayes was preceded in death by his parents, George L.
and Helen, nee Wallace, Hayes. Surviving are his wife of 43
years, Glenda, nee Weiss, Hayes; four sons, George E. (Lisa)
Hayes of Belleville, Ill., Tim (Marla) Hayes of Norwalk, Iowa,
Todd (Catrenia) Hayes of Edwardsville, Ill., and Kent (Kelly)
Hayes of Troy, Ill.; eight grandchildren, Emily, Allie, George
M., Benjamin, Andrew, Justin, Grant, and Jason Hayes; a
brother, Robert (Judy) Hayes of Paducah, Ky.; and his beloved
dog, Scooter. Memorials may be made to the family.
Visitation: Friends may call from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 31,
2008, and from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 1, 2008, at
Laughlin-Richeson Funeral Home, Troy, Ill. The Troy Fire
Department will walk through at 6 p.m. Friday. Funeral service
will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 1, 2008, at LaughlinRicheson Funeral Home, Troy, Ill. Interment will be held at

Frieden's Cemetery, Troy, Ill.
-Belleville News-Democrat on 10/30/08
George and I worked together since 1979, from Frontier
Airlines to United Airlines in St. Louis. I have many fond
memories and will always remember our late night runs to White
Castle while we were waiting for late flights.
-Bennie Waldron, Dixon MO
I’ll miss you, buddy, and all the laughs we had working at FL.
-Tom Schuhardt, Frontier727@aol.com
(George’s station agent seniority date was 3/4/69, emp# 03532,
on the 1/1/86 FL/ALEA seniority list. I worked with George a
year in STL and he was good people. He learned fast and did
his job while maintaining a very pleasant attitude.)

CLYDE CISNEROS
STATION AGENT, DEN
Clyde Cisneros passed away suddenly last thur.AM (3/12/09)
while at work in reservations here in Houston. Clyde worked for
FAL in Denver as a station agent before joining CAL. He came
to Houston after the 9/11 attack as a reservations agent. I talked
to a brother of his in DEN yesterday. He said no arrangements
for funeral had been made yet.
-Richard Vlach, rvlach2000@yahoo.com
(C E CISNEROS is on the ESOP Lost List dated 12/28/06 but
not on the 8/9/86 DEN station roster or on the ALEA seniority
lists. Does anyone recall DEN station agent Clyde Cisneros?
Any info would be helpful.)

RED CHAMBERS
1950 - 1983
PILOT, DEN
With regret, information via Ft Lauderdale FL of the Gone
West of Capt WE 'Red' Chambers 03-24-09. No other information at this time. Regretfully,
-Ace Avakian, ACEAVAK@comcast.net
I received this from Hoppy (Dispatcher: Harold Hopkins). I
had not realized that Red had moved permanently to Ormond
Beach, FL.
-Billy Walker, BillyWalker@cox.net
I have attached Red's Obit to this email. It is not a very good
scan so if you want to see a better picture go to the Daytona
Beach News-Journal website. I hope this helps. It is always sad
to see a member of the Frontier family pass on.
-Hoppy Hopkin, hhopkin@cfl.rr.com
OBITUARY: Wallace E. "Red" Chambers, Jr., age 85, passed
away peacefully on Friday, March 6, 2009 at his home in
Ormond Beach. He was born on April 30, 1923 in Chattanooga,
Tennessee where he graduated high school. At the age of 19 he
joined the Air Force and served 4 years during World War II.
After the war he continued his flying career as a crop duster and
flight instructor in Missouri.
He moved to Colorado in 1950 where he became a pilot for
Frontier Airlines and retired as Captain in 1983 after 33 years.
After his retirement, he would split his time between Colorado
and Florida until 2001 when he decided to stay permanently in
Florida. His favorite past times were playing golf, snow skiing in
Vail, Colorado, water skiing, riding his horse "Chilli Pepper"
and tinkering on old classic Lincoln and Cadillac cars. He was a
member of several golf clubs, the Moose Lodge and the American Legion.
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He is survived by daughters, Vicki C. Chambers, Bobbie M.
(Chambers) Strong, Christie A. Chambers; son, Michael J.
Chambers; sister, Doris Cate; 12 grandchildren; 11 greatgrandchildren; and three great-great-grandchildren. He is predeceased by his parents, Wallace E. (Pop) Chambers, Sr. and Alma
Chambers; son, Wallace E. (Wally) Chambers III; and a grandson. Private services will be held at a later date.
-Daytona Beach News-Journal on 3/19/09
(Red’s pilot seniority date was 7/26/50, #7, on the 9/1/81
FL/ALPA seniority list.)

WAYNE JOHNSTON
19?? - 1964
PAYROLL MANAGER, DEN
I am the now grown up son of Wayne Johnston. He was head
of the Payroll department when he died in December 1964. I
understand everyone got paid late that week. Mr. Dymond
actually attended his funeral according to the guest book along
with many other executives.
I'm currently in Longmont, CO and cleaning out Grandma's
house (my father was living with his parents when he died, he'd
recently divorced my Mom).
This house is like a Time Machine, albeit very disorganized.
A few odds and ends I have just discovered:
•A discount card (unused) from Aurora Auto Electric identifying my Father as an employee and entitled to benefits offered by
the Sunliner Club.
•A discount card from the Embers Supper Club (6000 E.
Colfax) identifying my Father as an employee of FAL and
automatically making him a member of the Embers Supper Club.
•My Father's League Membership Club from the AAA Bowling Center as a member of the FAL Flyers League.
•My Father's Employee ID Card (#1060) and signed by Shaffer (?) and his Employee Number (#4702). It says it must be
surrendered immediately upon termination of employment.
•A 1964-1965 membership card from the American Bowling
Congress with the Frontier Flyers league of Denver listed on it.
•A Sunliner Club membership card #282 signed by AE
Olinger. •A FAL wallet calendar from 1964 'Serving 61 Cities
in 11 States' and on the reverse 'Serving 8 National Parks and 40
National Monuments'.
-Larry Johnston, ljohn563@mac.com
(Not much info on Wayne. He’s in a Jul 1963 photo of the
finance department but I cannot find him in any of my records
or on the SSDI. Anyne with info, please send to me.)

FLIGHT ATTENDANTS
DECEASED LIST
(More information at http://FAL-1.tripod.com)
Ellie Bastar, 10/14/87, hit & run accident
Lee Kangieser Beck, 1/6/09, age 78
Jody Colquitt/Lohse Binkley, 5/29/99, age 65
Ginney Booth, 2/19/02, age 69
Melanie Boyd, 8/8/95, age 37
Juanita S. Campbell, 7/14/02, age 77
Nancy Tipton Clopton, GSW, May 2000, age 53, aneurysm
Sandy Murray Crowe, 3/16/05, age 61, cancer
Janet Crumpler, need more info
Janet Cupps, 5/7/90, age 51
Nancy Wilson Dailey, GSW flight attendant, age 67
Karen McBride Erenfeld, SLC DEN , 5/26/02, age 49
Linda Fechner, MCI DEN flight attendant, 10/19/05, age 48
Pat Fackenthall Forehand, 5/12/00, age 61
Donna Garland, FA/pilot, 9/1/99, age 50
Mazie Graham, DEN flight attendant, 3/3/09, age 66
Diane Hall, DEN, 3/9/06, age 63
Thomas Hampton, 11/6/90, age 36
Susan Hanson, need info
Rebecca Herbert, 2/5/02, age 55
Dana Hoch, 8/23/97, age 45
Carol Johnson, Jan71, age 23
Cheryl Frederick Kardell, 10/8/06, age 60, stroke
John Kelly, 11/9/04, age 54, heart attack
Marsha Ladewig, 12/1/04, age 60
Elaine Langloss, 3/24/91, age 43
Anne Prentiss "Prensy" Marshall, 7/12/04, age 57
Rosalind Mathews, 11/16/98, need info
Ruth Agnew McDonough, SLC, 7/11/04, age 67, cancer
Verna Beattie McGoey, 8/11/00, age 58, cancer
Deanna McKenna, 10/12/93, age 46
Diane McLaughlin, 8/2/85, age 34, DFWDL crash
Susie Landis Meyer, 8/24/06, age 65, cancer
Helen Coons Miller, 7/28/96, age 62, cancer
Sally Schumann Milligan, DEN flight attendant, 1/20/08, age 69
John Montgomery, 1992, need info
Gerri Parish, GSW, 8/4/07, age 68, Lou Gehrig's disease
Rita Smith Perrin, CHA/FL stewardess, 2/25/05, age 76, cancer
LaVonne "Petey" Peterson, 5/17/95
Barbara Petty, Mar74, age 31, heart failure
Peggy Owen Pithan, GSW flight attendant, 6/25/08, age 77
Scott Ponton, 3/22/94, age 42
Mary Warhover Pover, Sep75, age 52
Dorothy Ruth Reif, 3/12/64, age 22, DC-3 crash at MLS
Joyce Darby Schmid, 10/11/03, age 64
Gene Schroeder, 1/15/91, Age 39
Lee Smart, 12/16/89, age 45
Julie Lemer Smith, 10/30/03, age 45, cancer
Samantha Ewing Taulli, 4/26/04, age 58
Lyman Thomas, steward & BFF station manager, 2/4/03, age 76
Jack Weiss, steward & crew scheduler, 11/3/04, age 78
Jean Mehaffey Whitlock, Oct75, age 40, auto accident
Donna Williams, DEN FA, 1/13/07, age 64, stroke
Carol Ann Wolfe, DEN FA & Clerical, 4/26/06, age 60, cancer
(We need more info on FAs flown west. If you know of a
deceased FL FA not shown here or info on someone shown,
please email me.)
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Notes From FLolks
I've been busy in the Islands since leavto Cheyenne, Wyoming. The weather was
ing Denver but was surprised to hear about Letters, emails, cards & phone calls may be edited not particularly interesting so it was an unand paraphrased for space and clarity.
the Ex-Frontier ex-pats and their lives afeventful flight until we got close. As we were
ter the good ole days at Frontier in Denstarting our descent for landing I was doing
ver. I opened a Eco-Tourism B&B on the Big Island of Hawaii
my best to impress Billy and keep up with the airplane and the
and established the business for a couple of years before selling
checklist when all of a sudden that big red warning light indicatit and moving to the dryer Kona side of the island.
ing the baggage door was open turned bright red right in front of
I was really shocked and surprised to just now hear about Dana
us. OOOOPS!
Razee, Eldon Blake, Ric Smith and John Scott who was killed in
So Billy immediately called out "E Handle the right engine”. I
Denver....I remember him being a real nice and pleasant guy
said “WHAT’??” He said “E Handle the right engine now!”
with the customers and agents as well as the others.
Well, first of all I couldn’t imagine why anyone would want to
If any of you get a chance to visit the Big Island, pls look me
shut down a perfectly good engine in flight. I probably hesitated
up or call me at [808 - 329-4669} home or cell @ 808-936with that thought in mind. But, being a good soldier I went ahead
7431. My address is: J.C. Shannon, 76-6123 Royal Poinciana
and reached up and for the first time in my life pulled the E
Way, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740
handle for real, and not because I was in a simulator.
I own a small duplex about 5 blocks from the ocean located
The engine goes “Woompp” and stops right now. Cool. Those
exactly between downtown Kailua and the resort Village of
big, square bladed props were feathered in the slip stream pretty
Keeahou.... a small shopping center. I still spend my time doing
as can be. We declared an emergency and I probably scrambled
"limited" landscaping and small remodeling but spend much of
to remember emergency procedures and do the checklist like I
the time in the water..... on the right tidal days.....I still catch my
had been trained and we got the airplane on the ground at
waves, fish, and paddle my outrigger since this is what one does
Cheyenne.
growing up in Hawaii. All my best to the great members at
Pulling that E handle scared me. Didn’t really know why I did
Frontier! Ahui Ho and Aloha pumehana!
it until Billy told me he decided that that was the best thing we
could do to save the airplane. Why? Because if that door had
-Jan Shannon, Hapa1234@aol.com
(Jan was a DEN station agent 1/1/1977 - 1986. He could really
really been faulty and had opened up in front of that big four
move the bags down in the bagroom.)
bladed prop the airstream most surely would have pushed that
THE DAY BILLY SCARED ME SILLY: Seeing Captain
door into that engine and destroyed it and maybe the airplane as
Billy Walker at the PHX FL Reunion Picnic this Fall reminded
well. So, looking back, the decision was a good one, even
me of a little story I could share...
though I was a little slow to figure it out myself. But Billy
I was a new hire, probationary First Officer in the Fall of 1978
figured it out right away.
when I hooked up one day to fly a series of trips with Billy. We
A postscript: You should know that when we got back to
were in the Convair 580 which was a turbo prop, a type of
Denver and did the usual “rug dance” in front of the Chief Pilot
airplane of which I was not familiar, having been a child of the
(who shall remain nameless) he actually criticized us for shutting
jet age.
down a perfectly good engine. As I remember, Billy explained
What I remember most about the airplane was that it was fun
why we did it and for what reasons. The Chief Pilot must have
to fly, had no autopilot and was quite “ancient” to me. But I
accepted that because we heard nothing more about it after that.
learned a lot flying it and usually the Captains who were in the
Chalk it up to Captain authority. Something I took with me
airplane were a jovial lot, certainly Billy was. The 580 had an
throughout the rest of my 30 year airline career.
emergency engine shutdown system that was activated by a red
In either case, it sure didn’t help with the fact that on that
device called the “E Handle”. All I remember about it was that if
flight, it really was the day that “Billy scared me silly.”
you pulled this large red handle (located in front of us in the
PS. Thanks to Ginger and Cyndy et al for a great PHX Picnic
cockpit) then the engine would "instantly” shut down and the
on November 2.
prop would feather thus allowing for a successful single engine
-Scott Hein, scotthein@cableone.net
landing with the operable engine.
(Scott was a pilot at Frontier from Jan 78 to Aug 86 and has
In training they really stressed how important this handle was.
been with America West since then.)
The systems in the engine that it shut down immediately were
Email to Frank Monheiser: Hi Frank, I got a note from Ann
required to be memorized by all of us in class and I am sure I
Mercer, former secretary to Art Davis: “Rumor has it that Art
was asked to list them on numerous occasions while in training
Davis will retire from Continental A/L on December 1, 2008 at
and during the checkride. Actually I seem to remember that it
the ripe age of 80! Surely, congratulations are in order!!”
was a scary deal, since when you pulled it things immediately
Have you seen Art lately? Perhaps you could check it out for
started to happen. I hoped I never had to use it. I pretty much
a possible item in the FL newsletter. Is he really 80? When did
figured I never would. It stared at you when you were flying. It
he start at FL & where all did he work? Anything you consider
seemed to say “Don’t touch me, or things will really start to
of interest. Thanks for your help,
happen”.
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
Jake, Will check it out, saw him in the hall and he was his
Another feature in the cockpit was a somewhat large, rectanguusual quiet, neat Englishman...looked the same as we seen him
lar red warning light that came on when the forward, upward
before.
lifting baggage door on the right fuselage just in front of the
right engine opened or indicated an unlocked condition. It really
-Frank Monheiser, fmon1iah@yahoo.com
(Frank was a DEN station agent 1966-86, longtime ALEA
got your attention when it came on. You couldn’t miss it.
officer and now works IAHCO.)
We took off from Denver Stapleton Airport for our first leg up
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Art said, "50 years October 21! At age 80 I believe I have
earned my stripes." That’s Art: humble and very much a gentleman, which he has always been.
-Frank Monheiser, fmon1iah@yahoo.com
Does that mean Art started with FL 50 years ago on Oct 21,
1958? Is he already 80 and will retire Dec. 1st? What did he do
at CO? That's amazing to keep at it til age 80!
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
His title was Manager H.R. Technical Operations Continental
Airlines. Continental had a retirement get together for him
yesterday, Nov 12, at work. It sounded like he is 80 already not
sure about all the other details but if I see a write up or anything
I will let you know.
-Frank Monheiser, fmon1iah@yahoo.com
Posted at the online FL Club: Art Davis retiring! Art was a
longtime assistant to Don Hatfield in FL industrial relations. He
went to CO after FL and ended up a human resources manager.
After 50 years in aviation and at age 80, Art believes he has
"earned his stripes."
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
Art Davis was an excellent person in Industrial relations and
human resources for Frontier Airlines and Cont. It was alway a
pleasure to work with Art. Happy Retirement! It’s about time,
all the best from the Pester family...
-Marv Pester, marvsports7@msn.com
Art was a great friend when I transferred from Braniff to
Frontier and he helped me in the adjustment, along with Cal
Wolfe. Have a beautiful retirement, Art. You deserve it.
-Jack McGuire, NDJWM@aol.com
Everytime I hear Art Davis' name mentioned I grin. While I
was working the Help Desk one day, a new trainee was answering phone calls. Art called for Randy Palser and the new guy
had to take a message as Randy was out. I noticed what he
wrote, told him about the error but passed it to Randy as written.
"Randy, call Ott Davis". That is the way he spoke. I wish him a
great retirement.
-Steve Gustafson, scgbooks@yahoo.com
(Art, being originally English, had a noticeable accent.)
I wanted to tell Art Davis Happy Retirement, We go back to
the 70's and 80''s at FL. I remember the time we visited the DEN
Airport Police together. What an afternoon that was. Then
seeing him with CAL in the 90s and his help on HR problems
when CAL shut down the base maintenance. Art have a great
time and enjoy!
-Pat Kern, Colokern@aol.com
I have a fond memory of Art Davis when I was a union rep in
DEN and was being questioned by Art at a grievance hearing.
He asked me if I had ever had interface with the person. I had no
idea what he was asking in his little British accent and I
said"Excuse me!?" He turned pink and said, "I mean did you
converse with him?" Of course, everyone in the room went
hysterical. I still refer to the owner of the Raiders as Art instead
of Al Davis.
-Linda Casey Hamala, VETTE91@SWIFTWIRELESS.COM
That reminds me of another system board story about Art. In
1984, when I was chairman of the system board, we had a
termination case go to arbitration. The company had fired a
station agent for fraudulent sick leave. He was a 6 foot 6 inch
hercules-looking guy.
I had named two female reservation agents to the board to

represent ALEA. The station agent had claimed sick leave while
he had a vasectomy.
Art Davis started insinuating that he didn't have the operation
and the sick leave was a fraud. Finally, Art said too much and
the agent, who was mad as hell by now, stood up and started
unfastening his pants and yelled, "By God, I'll show you."
The two ALEA board members' eyes were big as pie plates
while Art screamed, "WE STIPULATE! WE STIPULATE!
WE STIPULATE!" I thought the two ALEA board members
were about to go over backwards in their chairs. The ALEA
lawyer got the agent's hands away from his pants and things
settled down and I said, "I understand the company stipulates the
agent had a vasectomy." and Art sheepishly said, "Yes, we
stipulate."
Incredibly, the arbitrator later ruled against us and we lost the
case. When we recessed, both reservation agents rushed up to
me in the hall and exclaimed, "Is it always this exciting at the
boards!?"
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
I retired on August 30, 2008 after 46 years of flying starting
out on DC-3s in Billings, Montana. Ellen Quinn retired with 48
years of service and Kathy Hines retired with 47 years of
service, also on August 30th. Continental offered us an Enhanced Retirement Program so this is why we choose this date.
They made us an offer we couldn't refuse. We are all enjoying
our retirement. I've been busy traveling. I attended Tony Janus
Award Celebration in Tampa, on October 30th, award going to
Larry Kellner, President of Continental Airline, and I also
attended 2008 Spreading Wings Gala, held at old Lowry AFB in
Denver, November 8th, honoring the First Ladies of Air and
Space, Emily Howell Warner, First Lady pilot hired for US
carrier (Frontier Airlines in 1973), Eileen Collins, and Patty
Wagstaff. I'm still living out of a suitcase most of the time and
busy with photography hobby, and putting my wing collections
together.
-Bonnie Dahl, bcdahl777@msn.com
(Bonnie began flying for Frontier Airlines as a Stewardess on
August 4, 1962, based in Billings, Montana, flying DC-3's. She
flew on Convair 340s, Convair 580s, DC-9s. MD-80s, 727-200s,
737-100, 200, 300s, 747s. DC-10s and B-777s. She flew her
first 24 years with Frontier Airlines on domestic flights, then 22
years with Continental Airlines flying as a Purser on International flights. She flew the first scheduled flight on the CV-580
for Frontier in 1964. Also on the delivery crew of first B-727200 in 1966. She flew the inaugural flight for Continental
Airlines on the Houston to Paris flight in 1992 and also inaugural flight from Houston to Tokyo in 1999. Also lead flight
attendant on delivery crew of first B-777 for Continental Airlines. She received several awards for Customer service and
perfect attendance.)
I would like to get an introductory issue sent to my mother,
Mary Palkowski Bircher. She stopped working for Frontier in
1967 to marry my father. At the time of her departure she was
Supervisor of Stewardess Training in Denver.
-Michelle Packard, Eveninggarden@aol.com
Just a note to let you know how much I enjoy the newsletter.
It's so much fun hearing about people that meant a lot to me. I
truly enjoy reading about Frontier and some of the people I once
knew.
-Mary Palkowski Bircher, Dover PA
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We received the Frontier News today
Letter with subscription renewal More Notes From FLolks For what it's worth:
and I compliment your EXCELLENT efforts in keeping us all informed. I would
Enlisted US Army Air Corp 2/14/43 (age
like to make a correction to the Fall 2008 #33 issue, page 19,
17). Class 45A soloed 7/12/44, Discharged 1/5/45, Hired FAL
listed under 15 Years: G.F. Arnold, senior flight operations
1/3/51, Made captain 3/1/59.
instructor. G.F. was hired September 12, 1967 one week after I
ATP: DC3, CV340, CV580, B727, B737, MD80, B757, B767
was hired. However the name is George Franklyn Arwood.
Retired 2/14/85 (#1 seniority for two weeks!!)
George was a Flight Engineer at Eastern Airlines and Secretary
After FAL sprayed locust - DC3, CIA terrorist interdiction of the Flight Engineers Union.
B73, B727 @ Angola, ferry 727-727, -757 worldwide
Rusty Ruster who also a Flight Engineer at Eastern was the
At age 79 insurance for aircraft unavailable so that was it.
head of the FE Union. Rusty was hired by Lew Dymond (as I
Bummer! Total flying time - a little under 30K.
was informed by George Arwood) to start up the B-727 Ground
-Brad Hurd, Brad4ezair@aol.com
(Brad now lives in Gilbert AZ.)
Training Program. Both George and Rusty walked out of EastI am Chuck James and was with Frontier for 21 years. I was a
ern in 1961 as well as many other FE's. To name a few, Paul
Power Plant Engineer in Denver and located on the second floor.
Gaily, Joe Pattison, Sam Vascellaro, Jack Fellows, and Ralph
I was there when the doors were shut. My start date was Nov 30,
Turner were hired by Rusty Ruster. Between Leaving Eastern
1965. After that I did consulting for a year and went to work for
and coming to Frontier Rusty was an FAA Inspector domiciled
Continental and my desk was one cubical up from where I sat at
in Oklahoma City. George Arwood was employed by Boeing in
Frontier. I was with the "New Frontier" at start up and for 4
New Orleans.
years after that. I was manager of Engineering.
During WW-2 George Arwood was a Chief Petty Officer in
After F9 I did consulting with a local aviation firm (Strand
the US Navy. He enlisted in the Navy in 1939. He was an A& E
Associates) until ‘98. I then became the Director of Sales for a
mechanic and became a crew member on PB-ys. His duty as a
Phoenix company that repaired and overhauled APU's (Aerotec
crew member was Flight Engineer flying the North Atlantic on
International, Inc). I retired in 2003 and love it much. I fly fish,
Submarine spotting. Later he was reassigned to Bunkerhill
travel by car/trailer, collect stamps and build and fly radio
Naval Air Station and had the duty of Supervising WAVES.
controlled airplanes. As a matter of fact I contacted and met with
This is where he met his Wife, ALICE. George was a ladies man
Ken Schultz to obtain a drawing of a DC-3 FL paint scheme.
and loved his job. He was quite popular with the ladies. He told
I am building a model DC-3. Do you have contact with Chuck
jokes that were not so clean and from what Alice told me the
Stevens ( I believe the son of Chick Stevens) in Phoenix. He
WAVES liked them.
built a fantastic DC-3 I found on a DC-3 web site. Thanks for
When the war was over he attended A & E mechanics school
your replies and for keeping up with the Frontier group. I look
at LaGuardia School of Aeronautics in New York. Upon graduaforward to being a part of it. As with most ex-Frontier people, it
tion he was hired by Eastern.George had only a high school
was some of my best times in life.
diploma. He was the most intelligent person I ever worked with.
As Captain Billy Walker once said; George Arwood should have
-Chuck James, apucjames@msn.com
(Chuck Stevens had his great model at the 2005 PHX Reunion.)
the title of Professor of Aeronautics. I owe my success to George
Franklyn Arwood at FRONTIER . He taught me so many things
about aircraft that I thought I knew.
I was and still am Honored by Frontier ALPA awarding me as
an HONORARY FRONTIER CAPTAIN. George passed away
September 19, 2002. I have never worked with a person that I
admired and respected as much as George. I miss him.
-Frank Meyer, F86Meyer@aol.com
In the next issue of Frontier News would you ask everyone to
update their eddress. It appears several have changed - at least
with some folks I used to know
I am still reading the back issues and when I read about the
standby fares, back came the memories. FL put a standby fare
on from CPR to DEN and of course CPR would send us a list of
the passengers who were on standby, However it didn't take
folks long to learn that the fare from CPR to CYS cost more than
the CPR DEN standby fare so they would buy a ticket to DEN
on standby and get off at CYS. We would spend 6-7 minutes
trying to get a accurate seat count so we could close out the flt
papers. It was not a good program from our perspective.
-Bruce Osborne, bruceandjoann3739@yahoo.com
(I remember when I first heard about your unique fare situation
(Posted at the FL Club 1/20/09:
there and how the savvy public started buying tickets to a
Pilot Les Harper just renewed his newsletter subscription. He
further point to get a lower fare. I can imagine how difficult
started with CN 6/16/1950 and is now 92 years old. He lost his
that made the agents’ job in many ways. I wasted my time many
beloved wife Donna last year after being married 63 1/2 years.
times over the years trying to explain fares to passengers.)
You can drop him a note to say HI! at 1407 Kings Highway,
Dallas, TX 75208)
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This is John Morelli in Kansas City. I worked for FL from
1973 to 1986. I worked in MCI, RAP, HDN, DEN and SATO
as a Station Agent, Ticket Agent, Inflight Customer Service Rep,
SATO Agent and SATO Manager.
-John Morelli, jjm2@sbcglobal.net
I read the obits and feel sad. Then, I go down "Memory Lane"
and reflect on the "Good Times" I had with that person. Makes
me feel good!! Thank you so much for the work you do to keep
us back in touch.
-Jack Schade, captainjack20@msn.com
(A great way to treat the obits! Jack retired 1/6/81 after a start
date of 7/6/47 with Challenger Airlines. He’s 88 now and
living in SLC. More about him online at http://
w w w . d e s e r e t n e w s . c o m / a r t i c l e /
1,5143,695226680,00.html?pg=3)
I was in reservations in DEN from 1966 to 1986. After FL
went down in 1986 I was hired in reservations with UA. My
husband and I both retired in 1991.
So sad to hear of co-workers passing. I still hear comments of
Frontier (the new) of nice people working. And always the old
Frontier - was of the same quality of people.
My records will probably show as first first starting FL my last
name was McIntosh. My Rotenbery name is 31 years old.
-Betty Rotenbery, emp# 05599, dunesper@aol.com
(Betty has a reservation agent seniority date of 3/28/66, #18, on
the 1/1/86 FL/ALEA seniority list.)
Hope you are doing o.k. My wife, Dorothy, and I are fine.
Too bad you missed our 2008 FL Reunion. It was great. I am
sending another story that you might put in the Frontier News.
"Cute Chicks In PHX" One fine April day on the arrival of
flight 7 and after we opened the rear cargo door on the DC-3, we
had the cutest greeting.
A box of yellow baby chickens had broken open and they were
all over the cargo pit on top of the baggage just cheeping away.
We did manage to put them all back.
-John Koehler, Sun Lakes AZ
(John was a PHX station agent who started 3/22/53 in WRL and
saw the end.)
Thanks for the write-up in the FL News. It was great. Spoke
with Billy Walker after he got his copy. The Frontier Picnic
here in Phoenix was well attended. Frank Meyer was there,
great that he is getting around despite his condition. We all look
much older.
Had a ride in a P-51 two seater, did some rolls but was a little
rusty. Take care, going to Denver to attend event with Marlon
Green, the first (on #1 Black Pilot seniority). He won the
lawsuit & got 8 year seniority. (Sat 31 Jan) Keep up the good

work.
-Bob Ashby, bobashby@aol.com
(Bob was featured in the Winter issue, 2009, #34.)
Ken O. here! Got a new address for you. Sold my house and
now renting from a friend who moved to N.M for 5 yrs. All is
well, still driving a Semi for CCC but only in FL. They also own
Willis Shaw Express which you may be more familiar!
Anyway it's: 4511 8th St. Ct. East , Ellenton, Fl. 34222. Only
4 miles from where I was. Nice house on a canal that goes into
the Manatee River, then into Tampa Bay. Say hi to All. Thanks.
-Ken Larason, klarason1@tampabay.rr.com
(Ken was a pilot with a 6/25/66 seniority date. He’s been
truckin’ since 2001.)
I was with FL from 1959 to shutdown. I started in FMN,
transferred to LNK in 1964 and transferred to OKC in 1973. I
enjoy the stories very much and have thought about sending
some of mine but haven't done so yet. I was sometimes known
as "Okie" or "Olie".
-Oliver Hobbs, Norman OK
I would like you to set up memorial page for my dad, Fred E.
Elliott. I will mail you the photos and some Sunliner News
articles. My dad was Superintendant of Maintenance and started
in 1946. Don’t know if you remember me. I worked in several
areas at CN/FL - started in 1964, mostly customer service
positions at MHK, COS, DEN, JAC. I’m retired now in Florida.
-Fred W. Elliott, tyler2i@yahoo.com
(I've had a memorial page for your dad at the FL website for
several years. I thought you knew about it. Take a look at what
I have and send me anything you would like added.)
Guess I missed it when you posted the page. I do have more
items that you can add. All of my dad’s papers were destroyed
and with Ken Schultz help we were able to located some
additional articles in the Sunliner News. I will forward them to
you as soon as I can scan them.
Retirement is great, the only thing is not enough $$$ but as
long as you have the health and a place to live all is fine.
-Fred W. Elliott, tyler2i@yahoo.com
Thanks for all the work you do. We have enjoyed the FL
News. We live in NE Texas close to Texarkana.
-Henry “Mac” Howe, Inez@valornet.com
(Mac’s pilot seniority date is 8/22/55 on the 9/1/81 FL/ALPA
seniority list. He is not on the 9/1/85 list. A Sep 1965 CN
Skywriter article notes his 15 year anniversary so he must have
been in a non-pilot position for 5 years before being a pilot.)
Things going by too fast - almost forgot to renew. Hope you're
doing OK. I myself last year had hip replaced. Don't know if it
helps my golf game any but - Hey - I'm out there!
-Lee Sigwart, Grand Junction CO
(Lee was a GJT station agent 1/14/61 til the end.)
I completely missed the notice on my last copy. Nobody's
fault but mine. Here is $30 for 3 more years & an extra $20 to
help you out. I'm sure that there is a lot of your money in the FL
NEWS. Keep 'em flying!
-Jim Wilds, jimwilds@netzero.net
(Jim was a BFF ABQ GJT station agent 1960-86.)
Sorry, my renewal slipped my mind. I will enclose $20 for
two years as I enjoy reading the paper although not the names of
friends gone west.
-Charley Southerland, CSoutherland@msn.com
(Charley was a PHX station agent who started 8/25/52 until the
end.)

FL’s logos over 40 years are depicted by
DEN graphic artist and longtime FLan Craig
Hansen.
Craig has supported the FL newsletter for
years with graphic work. Many thanks to him!
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FRONTIER’S FIRST HIJACKING
Hijacker demands surprise pilot of Frontier airliner
By JAMES CRAWFORD,
Rocky Mountain News Writer, April 14, 1972
The captain of a Frontier Airlines flight hijacked Thursday
from Albuquerque to Los Angeles said he was “very surprised”
when he first realized that the armed man sitting in the cockpit
wanted neither ransom money nor political asylum in another
country
“Shortly after we started toward Los Angeles, he made clear
that all he wanted was two hours of radio time.” said Pilot
Wilbur R. Hurt.
“He said “If my demands are met, then I will turn my gun over
to the captain,’” Hurt told reporters Thursday night in Denver,
home base for himself, two crew members and three stewardesses on the flight.
The hijacker, a Mexican national identified as Ricardo Chavez
Ortiz, surrendered the unloaded pistol and several clips of
ammunition to the pilot after telling his story to Spanishspeaking radio and TV reporters who boarded the plane after it
landed at Los Angeles International Airport Thursday afternoon.
Hurt said Ortiz also returned the pilot’s hat, which he had
taken from a hook in the cockpit and worn throughout the
hijacking and his televised plea for redress of Chicano
grievances.
Ortiz was taken into custody and arraigned on air piracy
charges before a U.S. magistrate who set bail at $500,000
pending a hearing Friday.
Los Angeles public defender Nicholas Allis, in arguing for a
bail reduction, described Ortiz as a “solid citizen’’ who had
lived in the Los Angeles area 14 years and who had been
steadily employed ‘‘until the last three or four days.”
The hijacking - the first in Frontier's history - occurred as
Flight 91 left Albuquerque for Phoenix and Tucson with 27
passengers aboard, including 11 who boarded in Denver. Ortiz
apparently boarded in Albuquerque.
Stewardess Mrs. Jacquelyn Louise Jones said the hijacker
approached her in the front of the plane, drew a pistol from a
paper sack and ordered her to take him to the cockpit.
As he entered the cockpit, Hurt said, the man grabbed Flight
Engineer William R. Gilliam with his left arm, thrust the pistol
into his side and announced he wanted to go to Los Angeles.
He then sat down next to Gilliam and kept the gun in his ribs
for the duration of the fiight, Hurt said.
“As long as we kept talking, he was okay, but whenever we
shut up, he got very nervous,” said the pilot.
Two and a half hours after the Boeing 737 landed in Los
Angeles, Ortiz released 29 of the passengers and crew, when
airport officials met his demands and rounded up several
Spanish-speaking radio and TV reporters to record his remarks
aboard the plane.
After the interview Ortiz didn’t surrender until he had tuned in
a Los Angeles Spanish-language station and verified that his
remarks were being broadcast, Hurt said.
The hijacker insisted that the TV cameramen shoot a filmsequence showing him surrendering the gun and ammunition
clips to Hurt, the pilot added.
Also held during the interview was copilot Olin Head. Released with the passengers, besides Mrs. Jones, were the two
other stewardesses, Mrs. Shirley Jeanne Rankin arid Mrs. Darel

Lynn Ladd.
Ortiz was apparently detained briefly for questioning before
boarding the plane in Albuquerque because he matched the
Federal Aviation Administration’s profile for hijackers, but
apparently Frontier officials were “satisfied” with his responses
and didn’t check for a possible concealed weapon, according to
a Frontier spokesman.
Hurt said the crew knew nothing about the screening of Ortiz,
and had no reason to suspect anything amiss before the incident
happened.
The passengers were rerouted to Phoenix and Tucson by
another airline after the incident. Los Angeles is not on Frontier’s regularly scheduled routes.
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TELETYPE ART
This easter bunny is a good example of what one could do with
time on your hands and a teletype machine. There are also many
examples of similar artwork done on typewriters - some are quite
extensive and realistic. Go online and google “teletype art” and
“typewriter art” to see examples.

16

A LITTLE HISTORY OF
DONNA TRACY MYERS
by Ace Avakian
In 1927, when a woman airplane pilot was called, “aviatrix”.
Donna Tracey received her pilot certificate. Donna was the first
woman in the state of Colorado to be awarded this certificate.
In those days, a lady pilot wore helmet and goggles and slacks.
Later, she was happy that she could fly an airplane wearing a
pretty flower dress.
Donna was petite - five feet tall and weighing 95 pounds. She
was the wife of our own Captain John A. Myers, better known as
Johnnie Myers and incidentally… was six feet four inches tall.
Donna learned to fly before Johnnie and was a member of the
Ninety -Nines...the group of women pilots whose first president
was Amelia Earheart.
Donna served as International Secretary and International
Membership Chairwoman of this group. The original roster was
composed of Ninety-Nine when the group was formed in
1929...hence the name, “Ninety-Nines’.
When the Ninety-Nines would convene in San Diego to kick
off the “Powder Puff Derby”, Donna would he there to ‘see the
race off’. . .which was her way of saying that she was there in the
cheering section, when the Powder Puff Derby got underway.
The Powder-Puff Derby was/is the official All-Womens’
Transcontinental Air Race and is a Ninety-Nines event but is
open to non-members.
At one time the Colorado Chapter was represented at the
annual affair by Mrs. Peggy Ong, Mrs Mary Frenzel and Mrs.
Pauline Meighen.
Donna was a native of Colorado and began her airborne life in
1936 while working for the Ray Wilson Flying School. (The
same Ray Wilson that started Monarch Air Lines.)
Hard times made cash hard to come by so she received part of
her pay of secretarial salary in flying lessons. To finance her
ground training at the University of Colorado School of Aviation, she helped teach an airplane model building class at the
Opportunity School.
Donna credited her father with encouraging her interest in
Aviation while she was still a youngster in Fort Morgan, Colorado. He, himself learned to fly after World War II. Donna’s
mother was her first passenger.
It was at the Ray Wilson Flying School that Donna met her
husband Johnnie who was an Aerial Photographer for the U.S.
Forest Service. After Johnnie became a pilot, he stayed on with
Ray Wilson when Ray started Monarch Air Lines and later with
the merger of Challenger Air Lines and Arizona Airways to
become Frontier Air Lines.
Ray Wilson was Donna’s flight instructor and the airplane she
learned to fly and solo’d in was a Curtiss “Fledgling”… a
biplane powered by a J6 Curtiss engine of 165 horsepower with
a wingspan of thirty-nine feet first manufactured in 1929. This
airplane was originally designed as a trainer for the United
States Navy.
(Reprinted with Ace’s permission from the Nov 2008 FARPA
newsletter which was the 76th issue spanning 19 years. An idea
by pilots Dick Koplitz and Jim Hanson, Ace has been the only
editor all these years. Subscription info is on page 3.
Donna resigned from Frontier in 1951. She died on Jan. 23,
2001 in Aurora, CO at age 85.)

The Colorado Aviation Historical Society inducted Donna T.
Myers into their Hall of Fame in 1974. Her citation reads:
Donna Tracy Myers was born in Evans, Colorado on March
22, 1915, and except for four years has lived all of her life in this
state. She showed an early interest in aviation and soloed very
young. Some of her early activities involved helping the "boys
next door" to home-build a Heath Parasol plane, and assisting
young people in building model aircraft at the Emily Griffith
Opportunity School. Her first license from the Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Air Commerce, was dated June 28, 1937,
which makes her one of the very earliest licensed women pilots
in Colorado. Some information sources list her as the first.
Donna enrolled in the Colorado University aviation ground
school in 1935, leading her to become a pilot. She worked in a
number of jobs in aviation, making her a pioneer in the field.
In 1937, Colorado women pilots joined together to form the
Wings Club, with Donna as President. These early women flyers
were in every aviation activity, parade and air show available.
They even raffled off a Piper Cub in 1938. Donna also organized
the CU (University of Colorado) Flying Club as an aviation
promotion and study group.
In 1939, Ray Wilson was involved in the Civilian Pilot Training (CPT) program and had established the first school in the
area. Donna had a major hand in this project, helping to ferry
new Cubs from the Lock Haven (Pennsylvania) factory. In the
same year she married John Myers, who became a senior Captain on Frontier Airlines. Donna became Secretary to the board
of Ray Wilson's Monarch Airlines, and held that position until
she retired in 1951.
She became very active in the 99s Organization which was
founded by Amelia Earhart and a small group of women pilots,
helped organize the Colorado chapter. She was the national
secretary in 1951 and national president in 1967-69. She also
helped organize Denver's Aviation Country Club and was a
member for many years. Donna is rated as a pilot for both single
and multi-engine aircraft.
-Colorado Aviation Historic Society
(Several other FLolks are in the CAHS Hall of Fame. Visit their
website at http://coloradoaviationhistoricalsociety.org)
Donna Tracy Myers, a noted aviatrix and the first woman pilot
licensed in Colorado, was a charter member of the Colorado
Chapter and became the Ninety-Nines national president in
1967. Myers was inducted into the CAHS Hall of Fame in 1974.
-Airport Journals, Dec 2006
I have been researching the aviation background of Donna
Tracy Myers with the specific goal of determining when she
obtained a pilot certificate and if she was the first women in the
State of Colorado to obtain a Private License or among the first,
since a number of publications claim different firsts.
I contacted the Colorado Aviation Research Center and researcher Don Wipperman sent me information and documentation regarding Donna T. Myers which corrects some of the
information found in various publications. I have included a
copy of the letter Don sent to me.
-Ken Schultz, Wheat Ridge CO
Thanks for the additional info on Donna. Am I right that she left
FL in 1951?
-Jake Lamkins, ExFAL@yahoo.com
(See the Wipperman letter on pages 17-19 and Ken’s reply on
page 19.)
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Donna Tracy Myers. CORPORATE POSITION RESUME
Ray Wilson Inc. Incorporated January 24, 1938, in Colorado.
Officers; Ray Wilson, President. Major F.W. Bonfils, Vice
President. Donna Tracy, Secretary.
Donna was Corporate Secretary of Ray Wilson Inc., until July
2, 1946, when the name of the Corporation was changed to
Monarch Air Lines Inc., and Donna continued as Secretary of
Monarch Air lines.
-1947 Annual Report. Monarch Air Lines.
DIRECTORS: Frederick W. Bonfils, Chairman of the Board.
Ray Wilson. Hal S. Darr, Frank Beiser, Emil N. Levin.
OFFICERS: Hal S. Darr, President. Ray Wilson, Executive
Vice President. Fredrick W. Bonfils, Vice President & Chairman of the Board. Emil N. Levine, Secretary & Assistant
Treasurer. Jack M. Lewis, Vice President of Operations. Donna
Tracy Myers, Assistant Secretary. C.A. "Mac" Myhre, Treasurer.
-1948 Annual Report. Monarch Air Lines.
DIRECTORS: Fredrick W. Bonfils, Chairman of the Board,
Ray M. Wilson, Hal Darr, Frank Beiser, Emil N. Levine.
OFFICERS: Hal S. Darr, President, Ray M. Wilson, Executive
Vice President, Fredrick W. Bonfils, Vice President & Chairman of the Board, Jack M. Lewis, Vice President of Operations,
Emil N. Levine, Secretary & Assistant Treasurer, C.A. "Mac"
Myhre, Treasurer, Donna Tracy Myers, Assistant Secretary.
-1949 No Annual Report issued.
-1950 Annual Report. Frontier Airlines.
The Merger-Consolidation of Arizona Airways, Challenger
Airlines, and Monarch Air Lines formed the new Corporation Frontier Airlines - Incorporated in Nevada March 20, 1950.
DIRECTORS: Hal S. Darr. Emil N. Levine. Glenn C.
Taylor. Ray Wilson. Fredrick W. Bonfils. Fred Manning.

Walter Walker. Del E. Webb. Matt Baird. Frank D. Beiser.
William Felton. Sam Snead.
OFFICERS: Hal S. Darr, President. C.A. "Mac" Myhre,
Executive Vice President & Treasurer. Ray Wilson, Vice
President of Operations. Donald A. Duff, Vice President of
Sales & Public Relations. H.O. "Rocky" Nelson, Vice President, Regional. Emil N. Levine, Secretary. E. William Sexton,
Assistant Treasurer. Donna Tracy Myers, Assistant Secretary.
-1951 Annual Report. Frontier Airlines.
DIRECTORS: Hal S. Darr. Emil N. levine. Glenn C. Taylor.
Ray Wilson. Fredrick W. Bonfils. Fred Manning. Walter
Walker. Del E. Webb. Lo W. Linville. William Felton. C.A.
"Mac" Myhre.
OFFICERS: Hal S. Darr, President. C.A. "Mac" Myhre,
Executive Vice President & Treasurer. Ray M. Wilson, Vice
President of Operations. Emil N. Levine, Secretary. E. William
Sexton, Assistant Treasurer. Donna Tracy Myers, Assistant
Secretary.
Donna Tracy Myers resigned as an Officer of Frontier Air
Lines in 1951, Hal S. Darr being the President of Frontier.
-1952 Annual Report. Frontier Airlines.
DIRECTORS: Hal S. Darr, Emil N. Levine, Glenn C.
Taylor. Ray M. Wilson. Fredrick W. Bonfils. Louis E.
Leverone. Walter Walker. Del E. Webb. Lo W. Linville.
William Felton. C.A. "Mac" Myhre. E. B. "Ted" Slocum.
OFFICERS: Hal S. Darr, President. C.A. "Mac" Myhre,
Executive Vice President & Treasurer. Ray M. Wilson, Vice
President of Operations. Emil N. Levine, Secretary. Joe E.
Wagner, Assistant Secretary. E. William Sexton, Assistant
Treasurer. John D. Lindsay, Manager of Traffic and Sales. L.
Preston Blatter, Comptroller.
-Ken Schultz, Wheat Ridge CO
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THE AIR WAR
A Memoir Of A Waist Gunner by FL pilot George Meshko
(Taken from a diary kept by George during his WWII service.)
#1 - 3 Nov. 43: My introduction to the Big League begins
today. The entire process would be new to me since this was to
be my first combat mission. We were awakened at 0400 by the
squadron C.Q. and I rnade my way to breakfast at 0500. Following breakfast we went to a briefing on the target for the day,
Williamshaven, Ger. Then I checked out my 50 caliber gun
barrels and got them installed on the aircraft. The ammunition
had been loaded earlier by the ground crew. Typically I would
have 300 rounds of armor piercing and incendiary shells and this
quantity would last 20 seconds if the guns were fired continuously, which never happened. Short bursts were fired and the
aim point was never directly at the enemy aircraft. To determine
the aim point, the speed of my aircraft, the speed of the enemy
aircraft and his direction of arrival or departure must be considered in one’s head, since the waist gun was a hand-held or
flexible gun unlike the top and ball turret guns which had
computing sights. In most frontal attacks the aim point is some
lead angle between where the enemy aircraft appears and the tail
of my airplane. This allows him to fly through the bullets as he
continues to advance. We have finished our preflight and are
preparing to taxi into position for takeoff. Moments later we are
airborne in our new airplane ‘Skyball” and on our way to
Germany. It is quite a sight to see hundreds of B-17 and B-24
aircraft in flight. We had P-38 and P-47 fighter escort both ways
and I saw no enemy aircraft. Eddie Shaver (BTG) had a malfunction; however, he field stripped the guns and got them
working okay. My thoughts are on the extreme cold as we
approached the target, however, due to the very heavy flak over
the target I was sweating profusely. I saw a P-47 receive a direct
hit and disappear in a black puff. We had no battle damage and
the plane flew perfectly thanks to the ground crew. It was great
to see England again.
#2 - 5 Nov. 43: The target for our second mission is
Gelsenkirchen, Ger. We have perfect visibility and air cover by
P-47 and Spitfire aircraft. I almost fired on a Spitfire mistaking
it for a ME-109. The heavy accurate flak, due to the clear
conditions, downed three B-17s over the target that I saw, with
no chutes visible. You could see those damn Ack-Ack guns on
the ground coughing away and a few moments later flak bursting
all around. I sure did sweat out our return and for awhile I
thought I would never make it. Led me to believe in God and I
prayed like hell as we went over the target. With all the activity
I did not dwell on the losses during the mission; However, I had
quite an anxiety attack that night. That damn flak will drive a
person crazy. This mission was tougher than the first.
#3 - 16 Nov. 43: Rjukan, Norway and a hydroelectric plant is
the target for our third mission. There are no enemy aircraft or
flak in our area although some flights are getting flak and I am
still nervous about having no fighter escort. We hit the target
smack in the middle and then later I saw a B-17 ditching in the
North Sea. The flight duration was about ten and one half-hours
and it was extremely cold. Most of the trip we were on oxygen
and we sweat out the supply of oxygen lasting, especially, when
the warning lights came on. We made it okay and overall the
mission was a milk run. Gosh, only twenty-two more to go.
#4 - 19Nov.43: Back again to Gelsenkirchen, Ger. with P.47
aircraft as escort, both ways, for our fourth mission. Our luck is

holding since we have suffered no battle damage to date. I
spotted four FW-190s but they were out of range, our guns are
accurate to 600 yards, so I did not fire. I am kind of eager to get
some shots at an enemy aircraft, however, the only trouble with
that is that they shoot back. We had exceptionally accurate flak
as we passed over “Flak Island” but the flak over the target was
light, when we passed over. Later flights really got pasted. We
bombed by PFF and I saw no planes go down.
#5 - 26 Nov. 43: Uneventful inbound flight to the shipyards in
Bremen, Ger. for our fifth except for the extreme cold (-67” F).
Directly over the target my electrically heated boots and gloves
blew out. I suffered some frostbite with the worst of it on my
right cheek. There was a tremendous amount of very accurate
flak every where. Our aircraft (Skyball) was hit by flak and I dug
some shrapnel out and saved it as a souvenir of this mission.
Back at the base I received the Air Medal for combat to date.
The missions have settled into a pattern. The take-off was
always suspenseful followed by anxious moments and boredom
as the formation formed. Then the extreme cold as we flew to
and from the target. Due to the damp English weather and flying
through thick overcast, moisture would condense out and then
freeze on the exposed metal surfaces of the aircraft. It had a
concrete-like appearance and gave one a weird feeling. If attacked by flak or enemy fighters the cold was forgotten and in
fact perspiration would appear during the heavy combat. Following bombs away it is more anxious moments until we get back to
base and land safely.
#6 - 5 Dec. 43: My sixth mission was to an airfield in
Bordeaux, Fr. with P-38 and P-47 escort about halfway to the
target. The flak was light but very accurate - we were hit in the
fuel tank located in the left wing but no fire occurred. The target
was socked in so we did not drop our bombs. Just as we came
over the target we were attacked by ME-109 and FW-190
aircraft, with one of the enemy aircraft downed, along with two
B-17s. Following our return to base from the ten-hour flight,
Eddie Shaver, the ball turret gunner, was hospitalized for exposure. Sleep for me is becoming tough since I am having bad
dreams, some as bad as the actual combat.
#7 - 20 Dec. 43: Seventh mission was supposed to be to
Bremen, Ger. We were recalled due to bad weather so we
dropped our bombs on “Flak Island”. My ears are giving me
trouble as we undergo altitude changes but I guess they will be
okay. I was concerned that this mission would not count - it did.
#8 - 22 Dec.43: The target is Munster, Ger. for my eighth
mission. The flak is heavy over the target. I saw a direct hit on a
B-17 flying on our left hand side resulting in fire in the engine
area and another B-17 go into a violent spin with only one crew
member getting out, although his chute did not deploy. I did not
see any enemy aircraft thanks to the P-38, P-47 and P-51 aircraft
that were providing escort. Our aircraft received some flak
damage between the three and four engines and another in the
right wing. W.J. Owsinski had a piece of flak ricochet off the
skin of the ship and just miss his head. A.W. Cook experienced
the same thing and if he had been two inches taller it would have
hit his head. Again my electrically heated boots and gloves
failed, resulting in more frostbite damage. I might note here that
the wiring system for the electrically heated suit was similar to
Christmas tree lights. If one boot or glove fails they all fail.
#9 - 24 Dec.43: Our ninth mission takes us to Northern France
and a target believed to be Hitler’s secret weapons site. Unevent-
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ful trip until we returned to our base. We had to sweat out seven
landing attempts before we were successful. I really thought my
number was up on our third attempt. We were about to touch
down when another B-17 was spotted directly below our aircraft.
Our pilot took evasive action, resulting in our right wing tip
scraping the ground before getting back into the air. LUCKY. It
sure does not seem like Christmas Eve but I do feel a bit
homesick.
#10 - 30 Dec.43: The designated target was a chemical plant
in Mannheim, Ger. The flak was light excepting for over the
target where it was hell. I saw one B-17 blow up with no chutes
visible. I did not see any enemy aircraft although they were
reported to be in the area. Probably due to the P-38, P-47, P-51
and Spitfire aircraft flying cover. We had no casualties and back
at the base I received my first Air Medal Cluster for combat to
date.
#11 - 3 Dec.43: Ending the year with a trip to Paris, Fr. for our
eleventh mission. We had P-47 aircraft for cover and I saw a
P-47 chasing an enemy aircraft around the Eiffel Tower and I
also could see the Arc De Triomphe through the extremely
heavy and accurate flak. I had never seen it so accurate
previously. We were flying a replacement aircraft that blew the
number two super charger prior to reaching altitude and then
received flak damage to the number three engine and the oxygen
supply to the ball turret blew out. I did not trust this aircraft to
get us home. In spite of the air cover I saw a ME-109 shoot
down a B-17. This mission was hell and I was concerned that we
would not get back. We did our best and just hope our luck still
holds.
#12 - 4 Jan. 44: The New Year started with a diversionary
mission to Munster, Ger. We were to draw the enemy fighters
away from the main force going to Frankfurt. I saw two B-17
aircraft collide off of our right wing. One had its wing sheared
off resulting in a violent spin with no visible survivors. The other
had its tail section sheared off. Equipment and two crew
members came tumbling out of the hole. One crewmernber had
a chute on and bailed successfully. The other had no chute and
perished along with the other eight members of the crew who
were trapped in the plane. We survived the mission without
damage; however, the collision and resulting losses are hard to
forget and I am quite jittery just thinking about it. Following the
mission I went on a pass to London. On my return to base I
found out that several crewmembers that lived in my barracks
were missing since a mission on 5 January. The barracks is
really empty now.
#13 - 11 Jan. 44: My thirteenth mission is to Brunswick, Ger.
Eight and one half-hour flight on oxygen. We had poor visibility
except for over the target where it was clear. Flak was light but
extremely accurate. I saw two aircraft go down over the target,
one of which exploded with no survivors and I saw Lt. Ford’s
aircraft go down in the North Sea as we were returning to base.
I did fire on an enemy aircraft and saw flames coming from the
engine area. Since he seemed to be under control I did not put in
a claim. We returned to base with a hole in the left wing and
landed in a snowstorm. The Eighth Air Force lost sixty planes
today but our luck is holding. Still having the terrible dreams.
#14 - 14Jan. 44: Milk run to the French coast with only light
flak and P-47 aircraft as escort, no enemy aircraft were sighted.
It took us three runs over the target, because the lead bombardier
was not on the ball before the bombs were released and then they

missed the target. Everyone returned safely.
#15 - 21 Jan. 44: Back to the western coast of France again for
our fifteenth. The flak is light near our aircraft but a few miles
off our course it is very heavy. The weather closed in over the
target and after two runs over the area we returned to base
dropping our bombs in the English Channel. We had no damage
to “Skyball” but the crew is tired. When we landed I checked my
mail. Ten letters marked with “MISSING IN ACTION” were
awaiting me. That SNAFU sent cold chills up and down my
spine.
#16 - 29 Jan. 44: Our sixteenth mission is to Frankfurt, Ger.
We took off after a “wonder” breakfast. We did not fly with our
group as a result of a mix-up although we got straightened out
after we arrived at the target and flew tail-end-Charlie. Flak is
very accurate and in fact we picked up a piece in our left
elevator. I saw three enemy aircraft but they were out of range so
I did not fire at them. My electrically heated suit blew out over
the target but luckily it did not result in more frostbite.
#17 - 30 Jan. 44: Brunswick, Ger. is the target for our
seventeenth mission. There is light and accurate flak with enemy
fighters present. Extremely heavy fog, some from our own
contrails, appeared as we headed home and we flew for some
time on instruments. Our bombing altitude was 24,000 feet and
then we went up to 30,000 feet to get better visibility. I saw one
B-17 go down with no chutes visible. We were lucky to have air
cover because the heavy fog had the formation quite spread out.
We returned to base okay.
#18 - 5 Feb 44: Romilly, Fr. is the target for today. We have
heavy accurate flak on this mission. My oxygen supply failed
and I almost passed out before being saved by the other waist
gunner, W.J. Owsinski. The target at Romilly was cloudy so
after being almost blown out of the sky there we proceeded on to
our secondary target at Villacoublay about three miles from
Paris, Fr. We again plowed through the heavy Paris flak but we
did drop our bombs smack on the target. Four enemy fighters
came after us but some P-47 aircraft chased them off. Then
some rockets were fired at the formation and this is a real morale
breaker since you can see them coming. I did not see any plane
go down and again I got to see the sights of Paris such as the
Eiffel Tower and the Arc De Triomph. I hope that I do not have
to see these again since the admission price is too high. We
arrived back at the base with flak damage but otherwise okay.
#19 - 20 Feb. 44: Our nineteenth is to Tutlow, Ger. unescorted. The ten-hour flight started with meager flak beginning at the Danish Coast and then with an attack by enemy
aircraft. This attack lasted 25 minutes but to me it seemed like
25 days as I was sweating like hell, while playing a ragtime
tempo on my guns. Rockets were being fired at us from some
DO-217 aircraft, one B-17 took a direct hit. There were 20mm
shells everywhere although we were lucky and had no battle
damage to our aircraft.
#20 - 21 Feb. 44: We took off for Brunswick, Ger. at 0400
hours for our twentieth. I had trouble with my oxygen supply
almost all the way to the target, nearly passing out several times
before getting the problem fixed. We battled heavy and accurate
flak going to the target with one hit in the left elevator. Following bombs away, ME-109 and FW-190 aircraft attacked for
thirty minutes. Our fighters joined the fray with dogfights going
on everywhere. One B-17 flying on our right was being peppered with 20 mm shells and had a hole in it large enough for a

22
man to walk through upright. That plane returned to base with
none of the crew members injured, as did we. We are extremely
tired.
#21 - 24 Feb. 44: Our twenty-first mission was to Poznan,
Poland and then onto Rostock, Ger. Flying this mission unescortcd we met ME-210 aircraft at the Danish coast followed
by some ME-110s. We fought like hell all the way to the target
only to find it closed in. We then headed for the secondary at
Rostock. We battled heavy flak and fighters pecking at us to beat
hell all the way. Following bombs away we endured rugged flak
followed by some D0-217 aircraft lobbing rockets in our direction. I saw a direct hit on a B-17 but I was too busy firing away
to check for survivors. Then more ME-109s and some JU-88s
joined the battle. Once out over the North Sea things quieted
down and we returned to base with only one flak hole and
otherwise okay. This I believe is the longest combat mission to
date, about 1800 miles.
#22 - 25 Feb. 44: The target is Regensburg, Ger. Fighter
escort is missing due to a SNAFU condition. A dozen ME-109
and FW-190 aircraft hit us early along with some flak. We had a
bitter battle up to the target. I saw five B-17s go down and three
others blowup in mid air due to the enemy attack. I believe this
is my roughest mission to date. I did not see any survivors from
the planes that exploded. I also saw one FW-190 come apart in
mid air with the pilot bailing out. Now at the target the weather
is clear and I could sec four P-38 aircraft battling away with the
enemy. Flak is very, very, very accurate and we had hits in the
windshield in front of the copilot and one whizzed past my
noggin striking the electrical connection to my heated suit,
resulting in a cold ride home. We also were hit in the right

elevator by flak and the left elevator was ripped open by a 20mm
shell that whizzed past the top turret gunner. This is the roughest
of the twenty-two missions to date. We arrived back at the base
with the tail of the a/c barely holding together but otherwise
okay.
#23 - 29 Feb. 44: Back to Brunswick, Ger. for our twentythird. Eight and one half-hour flight with five of those hours on
oxygen. We had perfect escort in and out but over the target the
flak was real bad - nothing to be laughed at. I saw one B-17 go
down over the target. We got hit in the number-three engine
cowling and again my boots and glove heaters failed. In spite of
this we returned to base okay.
#24 - 2 Mar. 44: On our next to last mission we had perfect
fighter escort from P-38 and P-47 aircraft on the way to
Chartres, Fr. as a diversionary raid. We had a bit of flak starting
at the French coast and becoming really heavy at the target. On
the way out the flak seemed extremely heay and accurate and I
saw some ground rockets fired in our direction. Lt. Ragland and
Lt. Smith finished their tours today as we landed back at the base
okay. To date we have had 24 combat missions, 3 recalls after
take-off, 3 aborted on the way to the target due to engine trouble,
3 that we flew spare and returned to base and 11 missions that
were scrubbed prior to take-off. This is a grand total of 44 early
morning wake-ups that are not a nice way to start the day.
#25 6 Mar.44: What a way to finish.You could have knocked
me over with a feather when I heard that Berlin is the target. The
real “sweating it out” started in earnest after the briefing. We
took off at 0800 hours and during the formation form-up over
England there was some sort of screw-up over a recall. Some
crews got it and some did not. Paul Dye, our radio operator, said
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that he got the recall message and notified the pilot. Some
discussion followed and the decision was to continue to the
target. We were the only aircraft from the 339th Squadron to
complete the mission. We encountcrcd some flak as soon as we
reached the coast of Holland. Our escort consisting of P-38,
P-47 and P-51 aircraft picked us up over Holland and stayed
with us to Hanover where enemy aircraft attacked. Dogfights
were all over the sky with both sides taking a beating. ME-109
and FW-190 aircraft were all around and every gun in every ship
was barking. Everywhere I looked B-17s were going down with
enemy aircraft strafing them as they fell. I saw many B-17s blow
up, a B-24 going down and two enemy fighters hit the deck. In
just a few moments I counted 35 chutes before getting back on
the trigger and our bombardier counted 140 chutes in one
section of the sky. Those enemy fighters would queue up and
come through our formation in what seemed like an endless
stream just knocking the hell out of us.
Four B-17s at a time dropped out of formation and blew up.
The light flak over the city surprised me but it was very accurate
and just off to our left the sky was black with antiaircraft shells.
The whole show unfolding around me looked catastrophic, I
never expected to get back and I was sure that I would never see
England again. However, over the target our escort reappeared
to safely get us out of there. We arrived back over the base
zooming the field as we fired about 200 flares to celebrate
completion of our combat tour. Bill Adams, our tail gunner, was
using a Very pistol to shoot flares and lobbed one round into the
control tower, scrambling the Brass to our delight.
Lt.Thompson, the pilot, put on a real show - swabbing the field
back and forth. On arrival back at our hard stand all of our
buddies, ground crew and the Brass were there to congratulate
us for completing our combat tour. We were greeted with
laughter, tears, hugs, backslapping and silent prayers. Then after
debriefing and chow we were off to the Combat Club to re-fight
past battles, down a few enemy aircraft and to rehash whatever
required our attention between drinks. In the wee hours of the
morning our “gallant” crew crawled in loose formation, leaving
strange contrails, across some muddy fields on the way from the
Club to our barracks. Our tour completed, the only unpleasant
task in my future was to survive the up coming hangover.
(Sergeant George Meshko was awarded the Air Medal with
three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross.
He finished his combat tour fourteen days prior to his 19th
birthday - at a time when 2/3s of the crews assigned to fly these
missions were lost in combat.
George’s FL pilot seniority date is 4/9/51 and he retired in
Nov 1984. His war diary is posted at the online FL Club in .pdf
format.
The 12” X 18” card opposite was created to help celebrate
George’s 84th birthday on March 20, 2009. You can email him
at nancymeshko@hotmail.com or drop him a note at 1551
Larimer St., Apt. 2804, Denver, CO 80202)

BOOK REVIEW
FL pilot Tex Searle’s great memoir of his flying days at FL has
been reissued in a new format and is now available once again.
You can buy it online at Amazon.com or order it from the
publisher at 1-800-272-2359.
Tex and his publisher have given permission to publish excerpts
to honor those who have “flown west”. Here’s a sample.

It was a cold morning in February 1949 when Captain Ken Dealy
shut down the engines in Cheyenne, Wyoming and walked into the
small terminal in search of a mechanic. He was advised that it was
the mechanic’s day off but there was a pilot in the coffee shop that
might be helpful. That pilot/mechanic turned out to be Jack Kettler,
a tall, good looking cowboy who had been a mechanic for Inland
Air Lines and a copilot for Western Airlines. He was laid off by
Western when business fell off and Kettler describes what happened
next.
When I learned Captain Dealy’s DC-3 had a stuck throttle, I
agreed to take look at it, but since I didn’t have my tools with me I
needed two bits. I dug in my pocket and came up with the
twentyfive-cent-piece I needed to remove the cowling from the
engine. After a quick inspection I requested the captain to retard
the throttle. Captain Dealy was apprehensive it might break the
cable until I informed him there was a small sandstone rock stuck
in the bell crank
mounted on the
fire wall. By closing the throttle it
crushed the rock
that had flipped
upward into the
bell crank from
the tire, and the
DC-3 was ready
for service.
After the logbook sign off,
Captain Dealy
told me to go get
ten dollars from
the station manager. I told him,
“I don’t want
your money, but
do you need a nogood copilot for
that operation?”
I informed the
captain of my
past flying experience and the
various aircraft I
had flown in WWII and that I was currently serving with the
Wyoming Air Guard 187th Fighter Squadron in Cheyenne. Captain
Dealy said, “You be here at 1800 when I make the return trip. Chief
Pilot Scott Keller is coming through with me this evening.” I was
hired on the spot by the chief and told to be in Salt Lake City two
weeks later on the 1st of March, 1949.
Kettler laughs when he tells that after he had been flying for two
years he was called into the chief pilots office and told that he had
never filled out an application for employment. “So I filled out the
papers and they said I was hired.” He received a recall from
Western Airlines but elected to remain with Challenger. His reasons: “Our airline was one of the best and we had a group of people
to work with that was like a big family. We busted our butts to make
it one of the best.”
(Jack Kettler flew for CHA/FL 1949 - 1981 and died Feb 10, 2003
at age 80 in Manville, WY where he was mayor for 15 years.)
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AL FELDMAN
OUTSIDER SAVING AN AIRLINE
(Excerpted from Business Week, published Dec 16, 1972)
Like many other regional carriers, Denver-based Frontier Airlines has had a long history of bright prospects and poor results
on the bottom line. And no period could have been worse for
RKO General’s subsidiary than the years from 1968 to 1971.
Faced with Frontier's dismal record, the owners decided that
the airline needed a dose of non-airline managerial skill. In
March, 1971, they reached out and made 46-year-old Alvin
Lindbergh Feldman (born shortly after Charles A. Lindbergh’s
historic Atlantic flight) the president. An executive with an
excellent track record as head of a division of Aerojet-General
Corp., another RKO subsidiary, he was given the task of turning
Frontier’s red ink into black.
“We had four problems,” says Feldman, “a very visible continued increase in costs with no offsetting revenue in sight, overcapacity in the system, an operating performance that was not
good, and a large number of flights that were to small communities for which we were supposed to be paid a subsidy.”
What else, investors asked, could go wrong? During the
1960s, Frontier had been expansion-minded. After a 1967
merger with Central Airlines, its routes spread over 12 states.
With expansion came new problems in running the business, and
the carrier went from net earnings of $2-million on revenues of
$46-million in 1966 to a troubleplagued airline that racked up
more than $23-million in losses in four years. Building morale.
Employee morale and investor confidence were low when RKO
General turned to Feldman. At the same time, Aerojet president,
Jack H. Vollbrecht, was named chairman of Frontier’s executive
committee. Neither appointment inspired the investors or employees. Gordon Linkon, vice-president for marketing, recalls:
“We thought, ‘Oh my God,’ we have to teach them the business
before we can do anything.” At first, employees chuckled over
some of the elementary questions Feldman asked, and rival
aviation people tittered over an apocryphal story that Feldman
inquired of a subordinate: “What’s the CAB?”
They have stopped laughing. The turnaround came in the
second quarter this year, and Frontier expects to end 1972 in the
black, which will be its first profitable year since 1967. The
nine-month report showed Frontier with a solid $6-million net
income on operating revenues of $81-million. In the same period
last year, there was a $1.4million loss on revenues of $73million. RKO is so pleased with Frontier’s performance that
Vollbrecht resigned at last spring’s annual meeting to leave
Feldman as chief executive officer.
Employees say that while the 6 ft., 4 in. Feldman asks a lot ,of
questions, he listens carefully and acts swiftly. The first problem
he tackled was Frontier’s abysmal operating performance.
Nearly 25% of Frontier’s flights in early 1971 were more than
15 minutes late, and 5% were canceled altogether. “If I were a
customer buying a seat, I wouldn’t have had a lot of confidence
that I would get there or get there in time,” admits Feldman. To
improve performance, Feldman simply asked pilots and maintenance people how much time it took them to do their jobs. Then
he changed the schedules to fit their answers. The result was a
50% drop in late flights.
There were two reasons for canceling flights, Feldman concluded. One was an inadequate spares inventory: When a part

was needed, it was often not in stock, and this grounded the
flight. The other was a charter system, which kept Frontier’s
back-up jet unavailable for its primary role. Feldman immediately ordered $500,000 worth of spare parts and cut out virtually
all charter service. Cancellation dropped from 5%, to 2.5%.
Feldman also attacked the problem of overscheduling. “We
called it ‘Kill Off the Dogs,’” says Linkon, who was put in
charge of identifying winners and losers. Frontier was running
many flights with only a handful of passengers, on the theory it
was better to keep planes flying and pay for part of their costs
than to let them sit on the ground and absorb all of the costs.
Profitable flights were strengthened by making schedules more
attractive and adding extras to draw passengers away from
competition. Losers were cut where possible. One stop was
discontinued, and Frontier has applied to the Civil Aeronautics
Board for permission to cut out others. The line also pared back
its jet fleet, keeping only its 10 Boeing 737s. Its four 727s were
sold to Braniff International. This move was bitterly opposed by
Frontier pilots, who saw the 727s as Frontier’s entry into bigleague competition, but the cutback meant major savings in
maintenance, crew training, and spare parts inventory. Nearly
100 employees were laid off initially, along with a halfdozen or
so executives, but as business has picked up, many employees
have been rehired.
All this has helped cure Frontier’s sickly financial situation
which was termed “pretty miserable” by Glen L. Ryland, who
made the move with Feldman from Aerojet to Frontier as
vice-president for finance. Not only was the airline losing
money, it was also in arrears on bills and in default on loan
covenants, and the question of subsidy had not been settled.
Ryland immediately met with major lenders - Irving Trust Co.,
Chase Manhattan Bank, and the Mercantile National Bank at
Dallas—to explain Frontier's financial situation. Two months
later, he gave them a detailed report of what Frontier had done
and its prospects. The banks were impressed and agreed to
cooperate, and Frontier has since paid off its $27-million in
longterm debt, mostly through the proceeds from sale of the
727s.
Ryland revised Frontier’s cash management. He arranged with
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banks to get credit for payroll withholding deposits. which
Frontier had not done before, and he freed up $1-million in cash
by having managers of Frontier’s 94 stations forward money to
regional banks daily instead of twice a month. The regional
banks selected were those where Frontier needed compensating
balances to satisfy loan requirements.
Frontier’s subsidy situation is still murky. The CAB did not
announce its subsidy rate for fiscal 1972 until last June, 11
months into the government’s fiscal year, and though Frontier
had asked for $16 million, it received only $13.2-million. The
rate for fiscal 1973 has not yet been calculated. Both Feldman
and Ryland chafe under the subsidy system. Feldman says: “It
should be under the same set of rules for a long enough period so
we can plan ahead and get some minimum return.”
Feldman’s management strategy called for decentralizing responsibility. First, he discarded a policy under which top management set goals for the airline and initiated a “commitment”
system. This system, which Vollbrecht adapted for Aerojet, is
simple though unorthodox in the airline business. Employees
down to the lowest supervisory level commit themselves to a
certain performance. A station manager’s commitment, for instance, is his projection of revenue, costs, and performance for
the year. Executives add up these commitments and then set
certain management goals, such as planning or administrative
changes.
Employees are expected to meet their commitments - those
who fall short don’t last. This has “spurred” creative thinking. A
station manager in Salt Lake City, for example, was told he
could not renegotiate his plan when another airline announced it
would begin serving dinner on a competitive flight. So he
dreamed up a “Happy Hour” - two drinks for the price of one.
The flight is now doing “just ducky,” says Feldman.
Decentralization under Feldman has led to a combination of
“stimulation and freedom,” Linkon says. Ryland adds that employees are “trained to make decisions with the knowledge we
will back them up, and we do.” Last summer, Western Airlines,
citing Federal Aviation Authority regulations, refused to fly a
dying boy from Denver to Wyoming because he had two bottles
of oxygen with him. A Frontier assistant manager read the
regulations differently and flew the boy. Though the airline got a
slap on the wrist from the FAA (the regulation is now under
study), it received hundreds of letters from airline passengers
backing it up.
The new management‘s non-aviation background has been a
decided plus in Frontier’s turnaround, Feldman thinks. “You
don’t have the folklore,” he says. But the outsider’s view is not
always a plus. An experiment to switch from a computerized to
a manual reservation system was unsuccessful, just as long-time
employees had predicted. But the willingness to innovate has
allowed Frontier to come up with new solutions to aviation
problems and has encouraged employees to look outside the
industry for ideas. Nowhere is that more evident than in marketing, which has gotten increased emphasis under Feldman.
More important, though, Frontier planes now leave on schedule, even if that means sometimes missing passengers from late
connecting flights. If Frontier’s own flight is late, the line tries to
get passengers out on a competitor. “It hurts, but in the long run
they’re going to come back,” Linkon says. “When the situation
goes wrong, that’s the time to make the best of it to win a
friend.”

Few ever heard anything bad said about Clay. He started as an
AMA station agent 8/5/57 and was still a director as shown
above at the bankruptcy. He worked in various management
positions with SATO after FL’s demise and retired in 1992 as
SATO Chairman of the Board. Clay passed away at age 70 on
March 14, 1999 and was buried at Sedalia, MO where he was
born and raised.

MONARCH AIRLINES STEWARD
By Dick Faucett, dickmarj@ptsi.net
I just found your web site and being an old Monarch flight
steward found it enjoyable reading up on Monarch . I was a
passenger on the first flight to ABQ and Vern Carlson was the
flight steward. Finding that I was ex. Navy Air in WWII, he
asked if I wanted a job as flight steward with Monarch so I
joined them in early 1947. Jerry Fox was my boss and I seemed
to fly a lot with Ben Stewart and Ed McCann. I used to go to the
midget races at Lakeside with John & Donna Myers.
After stewards were eliminated I went to station agent at MVS
(Monte Vista) but did not like it and the head agent was stealing
from the company. So I reported him to Vern Carlson and Vern
had just hired him from TWA so you know who went - me! But
I had my revenge as the agent that was stealing got caught in
about two months but if I could not fly I did not want to go back.
After I left FL I had several jobs in ALS but in those days there
was not too much money around. I saw an ad in the Denver Post
about United wanting mechanics at their base in SFO at $1.85
per hour. That was a lot better than ALS so up to Denver in 1951
and United hired me so off to California I went only to discover
that $1.85 per hour was low. So I went to work for Hiller
Aircraft in Palo Alto, working up to senior buyer in raw material. I really loved that company but after ten years they sold out
to Fairchild and moved the whole operation to Maryland. I had
been in California long enough to realize that I was not going to
Maryland. So I found a job with FMC Corp buying casting and
forgings for military tracked personnel carriers. After a few
years I transferred to ordnance engineering as a high strength
aluminum casting buyer.
I retired at 56 years old from FMC as procurement manager.
We moved back to Hayden, Colo. as we had a son that lived
there. I still made a trip to Calif, Oreg. and Washington once a
month to consult on high strength castings but after five years
decided to really retire and do that fishing that I really wanted to
do. After nine years in Colorado we elected to move to Tyrone
OK (near LBL) as Marjorie's mother lived there and needed a
little help. And here we are today. I am 82 years old and still
going as we had a blizzard yesterday and now today I must get
on the tractor and move 5 foot drifts so I can get the car out.
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FLAPS & GEAR DOWN - CLEARED TO LAND RUNWAY 25 – FSM
CALL THE HOTEL VAN – IT’S TIME TO PARTY

SAVE THE DATES!!!
KANSAS CITY CV-580 CREW BASE
“RETURN TO FSM” LAYOVER
SEPTEMBER 18, 19 & 20, 2009
WHERE: KANSAS CITY AIRPORT HILTON
The layover (party) starts at noon on Friday, Sept. 18

th

There will be a layover Crew Room (as in the past)
Stocked with drinks
Pizza on Friday night - KFC on Saturday night
Shopping at Zona Rosa Shopping Center
for the spouses – Hotel van service
Contacts:
Kansas City Crew Base website: www.kansascitycrewbase.com
Capt’n Phil Stallings: redryder@tx.rr.com Cell: 816-668-6294
Flight Attendant JoDelle (Davidson) Burwell: jodelleburwell@comcast.net
Flight Attendant Lisa Sachetta: lsachetta@yahoo.com
Capt’n Steve Tidler: pilotdudes@comcast.com
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FRONTIER AIRLINES
23rd DENVER ANNUAL REUNION PICNIC
Saturday, June 20, 2009, 10:30 am to 4:00 pm
Aurora Reservoir on East Quincy Ave. 2 ½ miles East of Gun Club Road (E470)
(or 7 miles East of Chambers Rd. on East Quincy)
Come one, come all to the 23rd Denver Annual Frontier Airlines Reunion Picnic. Spread the word!!
We have reserved the Pikes Peak Pavilion, which is covered and has 25 large tables with seating. There
is a sandy beach, swimming, grassy play area, ample parking and restrooms nearby.
Your tremendous contribution and support over the years has enabled us to again provide a catered BBQ for this year’s
festivities. Admission will $10 per person and children under 12 free. This charge covers your food (BBQ ribs, brisket and
chicken with all the trimmings) plus ice tea, lemonade and water. Food will be served from 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM. The fee
also helps defer other costs (facility rental, paper, printing, mailing, prizes, etc.). Payment in advance is greatly appreciated
but otherwise payable at the Pavilion.
Park entrance fee of $10 per car and is payable at the gate entrance. Park restrictions prohibit any alcohol beverages. Last
years drawing was a huge success and we will continue the fun. Coupons for the drawing will be $2 each, 3 for $5, or 7 for
$10 and will be available at the Pavilion. Drawing will take place at 2:00 PM.
A big THANKS again to all of you that attend the function and those of you that have mailed in donations. We couldn’t
continue if it were not for your generosity and support. Feel free to bring any items of “nostalgia” as we will have tables
available for their display, Auction, and/or sale. All proceeds from such sales to be donated to the Picnic Fund.
Finally, it is extremely important that you advise if you will attend by completing the section below and mailing it by June
th
10 . This is needed for an accurate food count.

Your Committee
Carolyn Boller, 1293 Revere St., Aurora, CO 80011 303-364-3624 ckboller@comcast.net
th
Julie Dickman, 15501 E 112 Ave Apt 24A 303-654-1116 dickmanranch@aol.com
Sue Lehotay 4622 S Fraser Cir, Aurora, CO 80015 303-766-0092 suelehotay@msn.com

Please detach on the line and mail to: Carolyn Boller at 1293 Revere St, Aurora CO 80011
___ I will attend this year # in party ____ $______Enclosed $10/per person (make checks payable to
Frontier Airlines Picnic Fund)
___ Sorry, I cannot attend this year, however please keep my name on your list (a donation is appreciated for continued mailing)
___ Enclosed are names of my friends who may be missing from your list

Name_________________________ Address__________________________________________________

City_________________State___Zip_______Email__________________Phone_____________________
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FRONTIER REPORTS
(Costs are 15¢ per page to cover expenses for envelopes, postage & copying.)

Air Mail Route Info, excerpt from 1978 book, 20 pages
AZ Brief To CAB 1946, 42 pages
AZ-Monarch Merger Application 1949, 52 pages
AZ-Monarch Merger Application 1950, 32 pages
AZ Stock Offer 1948, 23 pages
Challenger Airlines Employees Directory, 7/15/48, 25 pages
Challenger Airlines Prospectus, 9/3/47, 37 pages
Challenger Airlines Prospectus, 8/4/48, 40 pages
Challenger Airlines Stockholders Report, 9/30/49, 8 pages
CN ALEA Seniority List, 1/1/62, 9 pages
CN Corporate History, Boards of Directors 1944-67, 66 pages
CN Files on a CD, $5
CN Inauguration Brochure, Dec 1954, 5 pages
CN Open House Brochure, Sep 1959, 5 pages
CN Packet, Articles & seniority list, 75 pages
Convair Aircraft Packet, Articles & charts, 73 pages
DC-3 A/C Roster (inc. predecessors) & Check List, 11 pages
DEN Accident (12/21/67) Report & news clippings, 11 pages
DEN station roster, 6/1/70, 5 pages
DEN station roster, 8/9/86, 12 pages
FLamily files on a CD, $5
FL 1955 Timetable/Srty-Personnel Lists, 43 pages
FL AFA Seniority List, 2/1/81, 17 pages
FL AFA Seniority List, 2/1/86, 15 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 2/1/65, 7 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 1/1/66, 8 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 8/1/66, 10 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 1/1/74, 30 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 7/1/84, 55 pages
FL ALEA Seniority List, 1/1/86, 48 pages
FL ALPA Seniority Lists, 1955-72-81-85 37 pages
FL ALPA Seniority List, 10/28/67, CN/FL merger, 6 pages

FLorever!

FL ALPA Seniority List, 9/1/86, 11 pages
FL-CO Job Preservation & Litigation packet, 10/2/86, 66 pages
FL Files on a CD, $5 each
FL History & Stuff on a CD, $5
FL History, articles, photos, etc. , 49 pages
FL IAM Seniority List, 11/1/74, 22 pages
FL IAM Seniority List, 11/1/76, 26 pages
FL NEWS printed back issues, $2.50 each
FL NEWS back issues copied on a CD, $3 each
FL Newsletters, May & Aug, '69 introducing 737s, 20 pages
FL Obituaries on a CD, $5
FL TWU Seniority Lists, dispatchers 1966-68 , 7 pages
FL’s Death, articles & essays, 63 pages
GRI Accident (12/21/62) Report & news clippings, 15 pages
GXY Incident (11/24/71) Beech 99 engine lost, 16 pages
Ken Schultz’ Obituary List (Rev. 3/22/08), 11 pages
MLS Accident (3/12/64) Reports, news clippings, 41 pages
MLS Accident (3/12/64) Reports on a CD, $5 each
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 8/15/63, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 9/15/63, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 10/15/63, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 12/15/63, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 1/15/64, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 2/15/64, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 3/15/64, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 4/15/66, 6 pages
Personnel Roster, Stations-Sales-FAs, 7/15/66, 7 pages
Personnel Roster, Maintenance, 7/1/67, 6 pages
PHX Accident (4/21/57) Report & news clippings, 30 pages
PHX Accident (4/21/57) Reports on a CD, $5 each
Quick Reference Directory, Nov 77, 13 pages
Quick Reference Directory, Jan 83, 18 pages
Telephone List, 6/12/67, 5 pages
Telephone List, 11/25/85, 6 pages

A newsletter for the ex-employees, families and friends of the “old” Frontier Airlines: 1946 - 1986
A RED MARK on the label means your subscription has expired and this is your LAST issue. Keep us notified of address changes.

AD RATES

ADS
Use Ads to find friends, sell items,
publicize meetings,
or just say howdy to the FLamily.
JAKE LAMKINS, Editor - Publisher
E-Mail: ExFAL@Yahoo.com
Website: http://FAL-1.tripod.com
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Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701
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