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The FRONTIER NEWS is published quarterly and dedicated to exemployees, friends, family and fans of the “old” Frontier Airlines
which “died” on August 24, 1986 and was “buried” on May 31, 1990.
It is a non-profit operation. All income goes into keeping the NEWS
going. Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author and
not the editor or the publication. Publishing dates are October for Fall,
January for Winter, April for Spring and July for Summer. Articles and
photos are welcomed and subject to editing and space requirements.
We cannot pay for such items but will give credit as appropriate. All
submissions should deal with the “old” Frontier Airlines. Especially
welcomed are stories of personal experiences with a humorous slant.
All airline employees have a treasure trove of such stories. Please share
them with the rest of the FLamily. We also want to publicize ALL
“old” Frontier gatherings. Be sure to notify us with details: place, date,
contact and so forth. They will be published in the “Timetable”.
Subscriptions are $10 per year. All back issues are available & cost
$2.50 each. Text ads are $5 for 20 words, $10 for 40 words, $15 for a
business card, $20 for 1/8th page and $40 for a quarter page. Tell
others in the FLamily about the FL NEWS. Give a gift subscription.
Masthead design by Craig Hansen, FL fan & Denver graphic artist.
ISSUE # 11

TIMETABLE

This is the information we currently have. Coordinators of
FL events, please let us know the details so we can post it.

BILLINGS

Sat, July 12, 2003 @ at Al & Dee Martenson’s house, 832 Kale,
BIL. Contact: Al & Dee, (406)259-0425, adsanta@attbi.com,

COLORADO SPRINGS

Sat, January 4, 2003 (usually first Sat. after New Year’s)
Contact Deanna Hinkle, ddbiscuit@juno.com, 719-226-1932

DALLAS-FT WORTH REUNION

Sat, October 25, 2003 at Ernies, 8206 Bedford-Euless Road,
North Richland Hills, TX (location may change) 6:00 PM until ?

Contacts: Bill Blackmon, 817-788-1110, BBmon@juno.com, Jim Ford, 817268-3954, JEFord15@attbi.com, or Mary Liddle 817-461-4707

DENFL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Fri, June 27, 2003 at 10am, Lake Arbor Golf Club, 8600
Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada, CO.
Contact: Bob Reisig 303-755-6106, BoJos42@aol.com for info

THE PARTY BEFORE THE DEN PICNIC

Fri, June 27, 2003 at Diane Hall'
s Club House, 6pm. In Denver at
10391 Little Turtle which is off E. Evans Ave.
Contact Diane at 303-751-3489.

DENVER REUNION PICNIC

Sat, June 28, 2003 at 11:30 am - 4 pm, Cherry Creek State Park
(Dixon Grove) Contact: Carolyn Boller, 1293 Revere St., Aurora, CO 80011,

303-364-3624, CKBoller@aol.com

FRONTIER AIRLINES RETIRED PILOTS

Once again I am faced with the happy problem of having more
material than I can fit into the newsletter. Many thanks to all of
you who have sent in letters, photos and stories. I’m particularly
in debt to Ken Schultz and Ace Avakian for their continued help
with information. I also want to thank Warren McLellan for
permission to use his essay on WWII.
I’m looking for copies of the “October 17th Agreement” with
PEX and/or the “Job Preservation & Litigation Settlement
Agreement” from the last days of FL. If anyone has a copy you
could photocopy for me, let me know. I hope to assemble all the
info I can on the last days of FL and put it together in some form.
Wells Fargo has still been unable to locate 1653 FLolks for the
ESOP money they have coming. Take a second to review the
list we published in the Fall 2002 issue and notify any FLriends
you’re in contact with.
The season for FL reunions and get togethers is arriving soon.
Check out the info in the Timetable and on page 3. If you have
an event, make sure I have the info so I can post it on the internet
and publish it in the newsletter.

EARLY WARNING

FROM AUSTIN & RUSTY
SET YOUR TIME NOW FOR '
BASH 2004'
SEPTEMBER 20 & 21.
FLYERS WILL BE OUT LATER.
Update addresses, e-mail, etc.
rustylgolf@cs.com
903-852-3970

(The FL Retired Pilots Assn quarterly newsletter is available for a $15
annual subscription. Contact Ace Avakian, 17 Oak Ridge Drive,
Castle Rock, CO 80104-2129 or AceAvak@aol.com)

DFW: Luncheon, every odd month, 3rd Monday, noon @ Ernies,
8206 Bedford-Euless Road, North Richland Hills, TX
Contacts: Bill Blackmon 817-282-3105, BBmon@juno.com

DEN: Luncheon, every second Tuesday, 11:30am @ Mr. Panda
Chinese Restaurant, 2852 S. Havana, Aurora, CO
Contacts: Ace Avakian 303-688-3852, Jim Hanson 303 750 6478

SLC: Luncheon, every third Thursday 11:30am @ Chuck Arama
Buffet, 744 East 400 South Salt Lake City, UT
Contact: Jack Schade 801-277-5479

FRONTIER BASH

Sat-Sun, September 20-21, 2003 & features a golf tourney.

Contact: Rusty Lambert, 6633 Ann Drive, Murchison, TX,
1-903-852-3970 RustyLGolf@cs.com

FYV-FSM MEMORIAL PIGNIC

Sat, August 23, 2003, Sat., 11am-5pm,
Burford Pavillion near FSM airport.

Contacts: Phil Green, 2101 Packard Pl., Ft. Smith, AR 72901, 501-783-2981,
SusiGreen0609@aol.com or Jake Lamkins, 365 Wallin Mountain Road, West
Fork, AR 72774, 501-839-8556, ExFAL @Yahoo.com

KANSAS CITY REUNION

2003 TBA: Need info

Contacts: Reva Burke at 816-436-3670 or Rose Dragen at 816-741-1995 or
MDragen@juno.com

PHOENIX REUNION

2003 TBA: The event needs a coordinator. Need more info.

ST. LOUIS

TBA: It was decided at the 2001 meeting to hold the event every 5
years.

TUCSON GOLF TOURNAMENT

Sat-Sun, May 10-11, 2003

Contact: Ron Butler @ 520-762-5084
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REUNION NEWS

Five events this quarter.
See Timetable opposite page for details.
TUS Golf Tournament - May 10-11
DENFL Golf Tournament - Jun 27
DEN Party before The Picnic - Jun 27
DEN Picnic - Jun 28
BIL Reunion - Jul 12

PENSION INFORMATION

ALEA:
Principal Insurance Company
Contact Vicki Prorock at 1-800-944-8631 x57274 or
Prorock.Vicki@Principal.com
Several options - you can start collecting at age 55.
IAM:
Travelers Life & Annuity
One Tower Square 7MS-C
Hartford, CT. 06183-6035
1-800-521-3099 fax 860-954-2472

We need contact info on the TWU, AFA & ALPA plans.

HELEN COONS MILLER

Flight Attendant (1955-60) Helen Coons Miller was born April
5, 1934 in Roosevelt, Utah. She "Went West" July 28, 1996 (age
62) as a result of colon cancer. She helped found a charter airline,
Mountain West, in 1973. I worked for Helen as a stew for
Mountain West until it dissolved a short time later. Helen was
president of the Ex-Stew club, Silent Flyers, until her death in
1996. The club has since disbanded.
-Julie Santangelo Grinstead, FL 1957-62, Stew 1959-62
(Helen was pilot Deke Miller’s wife. His obituary and their photo
were in the Fall 2002 issue)

GERRY BRITTON

OBITUARY - Gerald H. Britton, 69, died
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2003, at his home.
Born June 21, 1933, in Cleo, Mont., he lived
in Oceanside for 1 1/2 years. He was a
Methodist minister and an airline pilot captain for Frontier Airlines. He was a reservist
and past commissioner of the Aurora, Colo.
Police Department. He was a former board
member of Victory Christian Academy. He
was a veteran of the Korean War and was a
pilot for the United Nations during the
Congo Wars. Mr. Britton is survived by his wife of 32 years,
Beverly "Kay" Britton of Oceanside; son Michael E. Britton of
Oceanside; daughters Christina E. Sutton of Chula Vista and
Mona K. Dillard of Columbus, Ga.; and five grandchildren. A
celebration of life wake is scheduled from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
19, at the family residence in Oceanside. Inurnment with full
Marine honors will take place at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 24, at Fort
Rosecrans National Cemetery (San Diego County, CA).
-NORTH COUNTY TIMES

DEATHS REPORTED SINCE THE
Winter 2003 ISSUE

Don Adams, TUL station agent, 12/8/99, age 62,
Gerry Britton, pilot, 1/15/03, age 69
Al Ciferri, ABQ station agent, 10/9/02, age 70
Lowell Conder, a/c mechanic, 5/12/02, age 90
Fred Carlson, DEN cleaner, 6/15/91, age 61
Lefty Carlson, reservation agent, 6/2/99, age 66
Cecil Fechner, pilot, 1/16/03
Larry Hughey, station agent GJT, 1/23/00, age 66, cancer
Bill Jimmerson, lead mechanic, 4/5/03, age 77
Jack Kettler, pilot, 2/10/03, cancer, age 80
Floyd Lafferty, DEN ticket counter agent, 9/18/02, age 54
Shorty Maxwell, STL aircraft mechanic, 2/14/99, age 81
Larrie Miley, STL a/c mechanic, 10/6/02, age 58
Helen Coons Miller, flight attendant, 7/28/96, age 62, cancer
C.T. Phillips, led inspector, 7/28/02, age 87
Mary Warhover Pover, flight attendant, Sep75, age 52
Rusty Rasmussen, auto mechanic, 8/11/82, age 49, cancer
Marion Southerland, PHX reservation agent, 68, 3/20/03
Bob Sweeney, aircraft mechanic, 4/5/78, age 51, cancer
Lyman Thomas, pilot & station manager, 2/4/03, age 76
Fred Thompson, TUL sr. sta agent, 12/19/92, age 65, cancer
Jack Wadell, pilot, 11/1/02
Bill Whalen, SMF station agent, 1/23/03, age 63, heart disease

DEN station agents Jim Meade and Frank Monheiser at Herschel
Lowe’s retirement party in 1985. Herschel worked 30 years at FL.
He died 12/9/02 aged 81. His obituary was in the last issue.
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GONE WEST

We salute these friends on their final voyage!
Origin of "Gone West"
Some years back I was doing some research in the archive
book section of Brigham Young University. In reading about
the old airmail pilots who flew the transcontinental mail between
the years of 1918 and 1927 I came across an article explaining
the term “Gone West.”
As the old airmail route continued its expansion from the east
coast to the west, thirty-two pilots and nine mechanics lost their
lives in the line of duty. Three hundred wrecked aircraft were
strewn from the Allegheny Mountains known as “The Hell
Stretch,” across the open plains to the Rockies, the Wasatch, the
Sierras into the west coast. When a pilot was over due, the term
“Gone West” came into being.
Captain Jack Schade has made the comment that so much is
taken for granted today where flying and weather are concerned,
that we fail to pay tribute to the pioneer pilots who were
determined to advance the science of aviation from a devil-maycare exhibition to what it is today.
-Tex Searle, Orem UT

BILL WHALEN

OBITUARY - Died in San
Francisco on January 23, 2003
after an extended illness. A
beloved son, brother, husband,
father and grandfather, Bill is
survived by his wife of 41 years,
Mary, son Will Whalen of San
Luis Obispo, California and
daughters Jennifer Kimzey of
Davis, California, Peggy Cocke
of Austin, Texas, and Sylvia
Settlemoir of Folsom, California. Bill is also survived by his
parents, Leo and Alma Whalen
of Cheyenne, Wyoming, brothers Joe Whalen and Jim Whalen, both of Cheyenne; sisters Ann
Rhodes of Cheyenne; Jeanette Whalen of Castro Valley, California; Patricia Holland of Kennewick, Washington. In addition
there are eight grandchildren; Madeleine Whalen; Jillian,
Janelle, and Jared Kimzey; Savannah and Marshall Cocke,
Landis and Megan Settlemoir.
Born in Greeley, Nebraska on May 28, 1939 and raised in
Hastings, Bill moved to Cheyenne, Wyoming after high school
where he began working for Frontier Airlines in 1958. He
continued working for the company in Laramie, Wyoming and
Sacramento, California until 1986 when Frontier went out of
business.
Even though his airline career ended with Frontier, his love of
air planes and flying never did. After Frontier, Bill worked for
Consolidated Freightways until his retirement in 1999.
A memorial service will be held at twelve noon on Wednesday, January 29, 2003 at the Holy Trinity Church in El Dorado
Hills. McNary'
s Chapel assisted the family with arrangements.
-SACRAMENTO BEE, 1/26/2003.

Mike Barney, Don, Rich, Charlie and I attended Bill'
s memorial service today. It was a short Catholic funeral mass followed
by remembrances given by his oldest daughter and other family
members. It was very touching and made me feel so fortunate to
have known him.
The four months that he spent in the SF hospital brought the
family together in ways they hadn'
t experienced since they were
all at home. His daughter said they were all closer than ever and
each had many hours alone with him, reminiscing and discussing
their lives together. At one point he told them that he had a
wonderful life and wouldn'
t have scripted it any other way. He
had seven surgeries in the four month period - Mary said
goodbye to him three times previously but not this time as it was
supposed to be very minor surgery.
-Mimi (Buckstead) McCartney, Sacramento CA

BOB SWEENEY

I am the widow of a former FAL employee. He was an
eleven-year employee. His name was Robert W. Sweeney, he
worked in maintenance, the last year or so in the engine shop.
He passed away on April 5, 1978 in Denver Presbyterian Hospital, he had cancer. He loved the airline, his fellow employees,
and loved working engines.
There really isn'
t much more to tell you about my late husband.
He loved Frontier Airlines, believed in it and it'
s future. He
worked for Central at GSW, Euless. Transferred from there with
Frontier to St. Louis, Omaha, Nb., then to Denver.
My children and I would really appreciate his name being
added to to rolls of those who have "Flown West".
Would you have any information about Fred Walsh who was
in Denver? He was one of Bob'
s best friends, and was very
helpful to me when I lost Bob.
-Wanda Sweeney Edington
(Bob was 52 when he died and started with CN 2/3/63)

AL CIFERRI

Al was a station agent in ABQ who started with FL 11/12/55.
He died Oct. 9, 2002 at age 70
-SSDI and Ken Schultz

LYMAN THOMAS

OBITUARY - A man the Montrose community embraced and
loved, Lyman W. Thomas, age 76, died Tuesday morning, Feb.
4, 2003, at his home in Montrose.
Lyman W. Thomas was born in Hotchkiss, Colo., on March
22, 1926, the son of Charles E. and Beulah M. (Livesay)
Thomas. That same year the family moved to Cedaredge, Colo.,
where his father was a butcher in Wicks Grocery and Market. In
1935, when Lyman was 9 years old, his father drowned in
Eggleston Lake on Grand Mesa. In 1938, Lyman and his mother
moved to Delta, Colo., where he attended school and graduated
from high school in 1944.
Lyman served in the Army Air Corp from 1944 through 1945.
In 1946 he attended Colorado A. & M. College (now CSU) for
one year.
He then flew for Monarch Airlines in 1947 and half of 1948.
In June of 1948, Lyman married Lila A. Whitley in La Crosse,
Kan. To this union two children were born: A son, Lyman W.
Thomas Jr., who passed away Sept. 23, 1983; and a daughter,
Lennette K. (Thomas) Traub.
They lived in Gunnison, Colo., where he was station manager

5
for Monarch (later Frontier) Airlines, and then Scottsbluff, Neb.,
before moving to Delta, Colo.,
where he was manager of the Delta
Chamber of Commerce.
-MONTROSE DAILY PRESS, 2/6/03

C.T. PHILLIPS

He was a lead inspector at GSW and
DEN. C.T. started with CN Jun 14,
1955. He was born Mar 14, 1915 and
died on Jul 28, 2002 at age 87 in Perry,
OK.
-Ken Schultz & SSDI

DON ADAMS

C.T.
My good friend Don Adams died in
Dec 99. I still talk with his wife Linda.
Don and I worked together as station agents at BVO then TUL.
He worked for me when I was managing a pawn shop.
-Ron Stone, Tulsa OK
DONALD C ADAMS, Born 23 Mar 1937, Died 08 Dec 1999,
Age 62, at Collinsville, OK.
-SSDI

MARY WARHOVER POVER

I would like to add another ex-stew to the obit. list: Mary
Warhover Pover, deceased late 1970'
s. Mary was a FL stew
1950-53. She then worked for the FL Credit Union in Hangar 5
until marrying Stan Pover c.1960
-Julie Santangelo Grinstead, FL 1957-62 Stew 1959-62
MARY POVER , Born 30 May 1923, died Sep 1975, Age 52
-SSDI

RUSTY RASMUSSEN

I would like to include Perry “Rusty” Rasmussen in the
obituaries. He died in 1983 (Age 49) of stomach cancer . I do
not have the exact day he passed away. It was in the summer.
He worked in Stores and was my neighbor and his name should
be added to the list of the deceased. Perry passed away in
Aurora and several of the FL people were working hours for him
to keep him going.
-Dennis Atenhan
Perrys Rasmussen, Born 25Jul1933, Died Aug1982, Age 49
-SSDI
Perry Rasmussen, a Denver Automotive Technician, passed
away August 11, 1982 after a long illness. He was employed by
Frontier for 13 years. There will be graveside services at 10:00
a.m., Saturday, August 14th at Crist Highlands, 300 East 104th
Avenue (104th and the Valley Highway.)
-Bud Naylor, interoffice memo dated August 12, 1982
Rusty'
s date of hire was Mar 3, 1969. He worked in the
stockroom as a stock clerk and lead stock clerk and bid into the
auto shop Mar 10, 1979.
-Ken Schultz

LARRY HUGHEY

One of my co-workers, Larry G. Hughey passed away in
Jan23, 2000. Larry was 66yrs and lost his battle with cancer.
He worked for FL for 32yrs.
-Lee Sigwart, Grand Junction Colo 81501

LARRY G HUGHEY, Born 09 Jan 1934, Died 23 Jan 2000,
Age 66, At 81501 (Grand Junction, CO)
-SSDI

LOWELL CONDER

An aircraft mechanic in GSW who started with CN Dec 13,
1966, he died May 12, 2002 at age 90 in Marshall, TX
-Ken Schultz

FLOYD LAFFERTY

I got a call this last week from William Sullivan who left a
message on my voice mail that Floyd Lafferty (DEN TCA) had
passed away on September 18, 2002.
-Carolyn Boller, Aurora CO
FLOYD A LAFFERTY, Born 18 Dec 1947, Died 18 Sep
2002, Age 54
-SSDI
I found Sully (Sullivan) and we just chatted.. Floyd died very
fast .. no warning.. heart attack.. left two sons..Cannon & Shawn.
Bill is going to send me the info from the funeral..
To DENTT E-Ring: Well it'
s once again time to share with
you another loss. Floyd Lafferty.. Died from an heartatache
suddenly on Sept.18th 2002, Thanks to his friend Bill Sullivan
for the info. Floyd was only 54.
-Eric Mason, DENTT

SHORTY MAXWELL

A.C. "Shorty" Maxwell died Feb, 14, 1999 in PHX. He was
an aircraft mechanic in STL and GSW. He was born Mar. 7,
1917 and was 81 when he died. Shorty started with CN Aug.
15, 1966
-Ken Schultz Database
I remember well the day in STL about 1969 when Shorty was
on the elevated platform working on the tail area of a 727. The
tug was still connected to the platform. A station agent hopped
on the tug to use it and drove off with the whole rig. Down came
Shorty! Fortunately, his injuries were minor but could have
been lethal.
-Jake Lamkins

LARRIE MILEY

Larry Miley (aircraft mechanic in STL) owned a John Deere
Dealership in Kansas and was killed in a forklift accident last
year. -Carl Simpson, St. Peters MO
Larrie’s date of birth was 30 July, 1944 and his date of death,
October 6, 2002 at age 58. In doing a telephone name search for
"MIley" in Kansas, there is a Larrie Miley listed in Emporia, KS.
Larrie went to work for Central, August 1, 1967, in GSW.
According to the SSDI his first name is Larrie.
-Ken Schultz & SSDI

BILL JIMMERSON

Bill was born at McCook, Nebraska on November 1, 1925. He
died April 5, 2003, at Lakewood, CO. Bill went to work as a
mechanic for Monarch Airlines, April 21, 1948. He was a Lead
Mechanic in EOS (Engine Overhaul Shops) when FAL shut
down in AUG. 1986. -Ken Schultz
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CECIL "FETCH" FECHNER

OBITUARY - Retired Frontier Airlines Pilot and Air Force
WWII Veteran. Beloved husband of Thelma; father of Linda,
Jeannie and Carole. Memorial service and celebration of life, 11
a.m., Friday, January 24,2003, Galilee Baptist Church, 1091
South Parker Road. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
Galilee Baptist Church. -Denver Newspaper Agency 1/23/03
I received word from Captain Jack Schade that "Fetch" Fetchner has flown west. He qualified as a class individual in every
sense of the word.
-Billy Walker, Phoenix AZ
Capt CA Fechner went west Jan 16th. Services will be at the
Galilee Baptist Church 1091 S Parker Rd (at Mississippi) on
Friday Jan 24th at 1100 local time.
-Ace Avakian, Castle Rock CO

Obituary - Maurice Roy
"Mo" Osborne 56, died
May22, 1994 in the Montrose Memorial Hospital.
Graveside services were
held Friday, May 27, at 3
p.m. at the Gunnison
Cemetery with Gunnison
Elks Lodge No. 1623 officiating over the memorial
service.
Maurice was born May
22, 1938, in Gunnison to
the late Harry M. Osborne
and Victorine Formaz Osborne. He attended local
schools and graduated frirn
Gunnison High School in
1957. He attended one
year of classes at Western
State College before he was hired by Frontier Airlines.
For 27 1/2 years and until Frontier Airlines quit flying in 1986,
Mo was a faithful employee. In January of 1987 Mo returned to
Gunnison where he held various jobs. For the past three years
he was employed at the Grand Butte Hotel in Mt. Crested Butte.
Mo was an active member of DeMolay during high school and
was the manager for many sports in his high school years.
His love of sports had continued and he was particularly interested in the Denver Broncos, the Colorado Rockies and the
Denver Nuggets.
Mo was a long-time member of the Gunnison Elks Lodge No.
1623. where he spent much time doing volunteer work on his
home computer for the Lodge. He was named Elk of the Year
for 1990-91. The Grand. Butte Hotel also honored him one
month as employee of the month.
Mo had never married. He is survived by his mother, Victorine Osborne and his sister Maurine Cook, both of Gunnison.
Numerous other relatives also survive, including his two nieces
and one nephew and their families. He was preceded in death by
his father in 1987.
The family requests donations to any of the following in his
memory; the American Cancer Society, the Elks Lodge No.
1623 or the Gunnison Memorial Scholarship Fund. Crippin
Funeral Home of Montrose and Miller Funeral Home of Cunnison were In charge of arrangements. There was cremation
-Sent by Randy Cook, Mo’s nephew
I am Mo Osborne'
s sister, Maurine R. Osborne Cook. Frontier
Airlines was my brother'
s life, which, like the Original Frontier
Airlines, ended much too soon. He seemed to "die" when
Frontier closed down in 1986 and was just really getting excited
when Frontier was getting ready to fly again, just before he died
in 1994. I wanted to say thank you to all the "old" Frontier
group who were kind to my brother. He never forgot that, he felt
like a worthwhile human being as long as he was involved with
the Frontier Family.
-Maurine Osborne Cook, Gunnison CO
(Mo was probably the best known station agent on the FL
system. You will know why after reading his incredible logbook
on the next page.)
Mo started to work for Frontier February 7, 1959 as a Station

MO OSBORNE

This photo of Capt. "Fech" Fetchner and FO Jim Crowell is
taken from the Summer 1974 issue of Frontier Magazine in an
article titled A RIDE ON THE JUMP SEAT. The article was one
of a continuing series of articles discussing the operation of the
aircraft for the benefit of the traveling public. They were very
educational. Jim Crowell became a captain afterwards but died
suddenly in July 1986 at age 55.

FRED CARLSON

Fred started with Frontier Jan 3, 1980 as a cleaner and was the
brother of Lefty Carlson, DEN res agent. He died June 15, 1991,
age 61. -Ken Schultz
OBITUARY - Fred S. Carlson of Westminster, who was employed in airline maintenance for Frontier Airlines, died June 15 at
Veterans Administration Medical Center. He was 61. Services
were June 19 at Emmaus Lutheran Church. Interment was in the
Elmwood Cemetery in Brighton. He was born Aug. 13, 1929, in
Attleboro, Mass., and served with the Army from 1951 to 1953.
On May 29, 1984, he married Helen Zeiler.
Carlson was a saddlemaker who crafted saddles for the Westernaires. He was a member of Leather Workers Union Local No. 7.
He is survived by his wife; two sons, Rodney, Charleston, S.C.,
and Fred S., Westminster, three daughters, Marilyn Ba1dwin, Las
Vegas, Nev., Jane Bustamante, Westminster, and Cynthia Sentel,
Northglenn; a brother, Lefty, Denver; and nine grandchildren.
-DENVER POST, 6/29/91

JACK WADELL

Jack died 11-11-02. He came with the company a few years
after I did. He flew a few trips, quit and went to work for a mining
company out of Riudosa, New Mexico. -Ace Avakian
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Agent, and from January 1964 to January
1973, worked as a Relief Agent assigned to
fill in for vacations and vacancies in many
of the stations throughout the system. He
kept a log of all of the dates and stations
assigned, from January 1, 1964, to January
1973, which totaled up to 150 moves during that time.
There were probably several Relief
Agents in the system at any one time, and
it’s possible other Relief Agents have similar work histories, with many stories to tell.
He stayed in PUB from Jan 1973 until the
station closed and was in HLN in 1980 and
in BOl in 1986 when Frontier ceased operations.
-KEN SCHULTZ

1964
JAN01-FEB14
BILLINGS, MONT
FEB15-FEB25
WILLISTON, N.DAK
FEB26-MAR12 GREAT FALLS, MONT
MAR13-APR12 MILES CITY, MONT
APR13-APR26
HAVRE, MONT
APR27-JUL06
WILLISTON N.DAK
JUL09-JUL18
WORLAND, WYO
JUL19-AUG04
ROCK SPRINGS, WYO
AUG05-AUG30 MONTROSE, COLO
AUG31-SEP10
COLO SPRINGS, COLO
SEP11-OCT28
ALAMOSA, COLO
OCT29-NOV02 COLO SPRINGS, COLO
NOV03-DEC22
LARAMIE, WYO & vac.
DEC23-MAR31/1965 DENVER, COLO
APR01-APR15
GUNNISON, COLO
APR16-APR30
DENVER, COLO
MAY01-MAY10 ALAMOSA, COLO
MAY11-MAY25 GUNNISON, COLO
MAY26-JUN03
MONTROSE, COLO
JUN04-JUN20
LARAMIE, WYO
JUN21-JUL04
GUNNISON, COLO
JUL05-JUL28
MONTROSE, COLO
JUL29-AUG06
PUEBLO, COLO
AUG07-SEP06
MONTROSE, COLO
SEP07-OCT02
ALAMOSA, COLO
OCT03-OCT11
CASPER, WYO
OCT12-OCT30
ALAMOSA, COLO
OCT31-DEC06
ALAMOGORDO, N. MEX
DEC07-/
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.
/-/
JACKSON, WYO
/-JAN28/1966 ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.
JAN29-FEB24
ALAMOGORDO, N. MEX
FEB25-APR26
JACKSON, WYO
APR27-JUN22
CASPER, WYO
JUN23-JUL01
GUNNISON, COLO
JUL02-SEP03
DENVER, COLO
SEP04-SEP28
CASPER, WYO
SEP29-OCT03
SCOTTSBLUFF, NEB
OCT04-NOV02 MCCOOK, NEB
NOV03-DEC03 GUNNISON, COLO
DEC04-DEC15
ALAMOGORDO, N. MEX
DEC16-JAN03/1967 WINSLOW, ARIZ
JAN04-FEB01
ALAMOSA, COLO
FEB02-FEB10
WINSLOW, ARIZ
FEB11-FEB24
DURANGO, COLO
FEB25-MAR05
COLO SPRINGS, COLO
MAR06-MAR19 CORTEZ, COLO

MAR20-APR16 DURANGO, COLO
APR17-APR29
TUCSON, ARIZ
APR30-MAY30 FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ
MAY31-JUN03
WINSLOW, ARIZ
JUN04-JUN21
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.
JUN22-JUN30
WINSLOW, ARIZ
JUL01-JUL07
SILVER CITY, N. MEX
JUL06-JUL30
GALLUP, N. MEX
JUL31-OCT06
SILVER CITY N. Mex
OCT07-OCT14
HAYDEN, COLO
OCT15-OCT27
MOAB, UTAH
OCT28-NOV06 VACATION
NOV07-NOV18 SALT LAKE CITY, UT.
NOV19-NOV28 ALAMOSA, COLO
NOV29-DEC15 MCCOOK, NEB
DEC16-JAN03/1968 VACATION
JAN04-FEB01
WINSLOW, ARIZ
FEB02-MAR22
GALLUP U. MEX
MAR23-APR13 WINSLOW, ARIZ
APR14-APR23
GALLUP, N. MEX
APR24-JUN03
CASPER, WYO
JUN04-JUL05
NORTH PLATTE, NEB
JUL06-SEP25
SILVER CITY, N. MEX
SEP26-OCT09
VACATION
OCT10-DEC06
MOAB, UTAH
DEC07-DEC15
VACATION
DEC16-JAN13/1969 MOAB UTAH
JAN14-JAN21
VACATION
JAN22-FEB15
ALAMOGORDO N. M.
FEB16-MAR13
HAYDEN COLO
MAR14-MAR24 LAMAR COLO
MAR25-MAR30 PUEBLO COLO
MAR31-APR06 LAMAR, COLO
APR07-APR17
GOODLAND, KANS
APR18-APR29
COLUMBUS, NEB
APR30-MAY10 LAMAR, COLO
MAY11-MAY21 SALINA KANS
MAY22-JUN30
CHADRON, NEB
JUL01-JUL10
SIDNEY, NEB
JUL11-JUL22
ALLIANCE, NEB
JUL23-AUG13
SALINA, KANS
AUG14-AUG29 MANHATTAN, KANS
AUG30-SEP30
HAYS, KANS
OCT01-OCT12
VACATION
OCT13-OCT31
MOAB, UTAH
NOV01-NOV04 SALINA, KANS
NOV05-NOV29 MOAB, UTAH
NOV30-DEC09 GUNNISON, COLO
DEC10-DEC13
VACATION
DEC14-JAN02/1970 HUTCHINSON, KS
JAN03-JAN14
HAYS, KANS
JAN15-FEB17
RIVERTON, WYO
FEB18-MAR14
GLENDIVE, MONT
MAR15-APR17 HAYS, KANS
APR18-MAY01 ALLIANCE, NEB
MAY02-MAY03 RIVERTON, WYO
MAY04-MAY31 PUEBLO, COLO
JUN01-JUN06
VERNAL, UTAH
JUN07-JUN19
HAYDEN, COLO
JUN20-JUL06
CORTEZ, COLO
JUL07-JUL20
HAYDEN, COLO
JUL21-AUG07
VERNAL, UTAH
AUG08-AUG21 WINSLOW, ARIZ
AUG22-SEP04
SANTE FE, N. MEX
SEP05-OCT27
VERNAL, UTAH
OCT28-NOV11 SALT LAKE CITY, UT
NOV12-NOV29 PUEBLO, COLO

NOV30-DEC20 VACATION
DEC21-JAN04/1971 GALLUP, N. MEX
JAN05-JAN12
MOAB, UTAH
JAN13-APR09
SALT LAKE CITY, UT
APR10-APR17
JACKSON, WYO
APR18-MAY10 SALT LAKE CITY, UT
MAY11-JUN04
FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ
JUN05-JUN18
WINSLOW, ARIZ
JUN19-AUG05
DURANGO, COLO
AUG06-AUG18
LAMAR, COLO
AUG19-OCT01
DURANGO COLO
OCT02-OCT17
VACATION
OCT18-NOV03
DURANGO, COLO
NOV04-NOV19
PUEBLO, COLO
NOV20-NOV30
LAMAR, COLO
DEC01-DEC09
VACATION
DEC10-DEC16
PUEBLO, COLO
DEC17-DEC19
HAYDEN, COLO
DEC20-JAN30/1972 PUEBLO COLO
JAN31-FEB04
HAYDEN COLO
FEB05-FEB11
GARDEN CITY, KANS
FEB12-FEB20
SIDNEY, NEB
FEB21-FEB29
HAYDEN, COLO
MAR01-MAR16 HASTINGS, NEB
MAR17-MAR24 PARSONS, KANS
MAR25-MAR27 GOODLAND KANS
MAR28-APR02 HAYDEN, COLO
APR03-APR05
ROCK SPRINGS, WYO
APR06-APR09
HAYDEN, COLO
APR10-APR13
ROCK SPRINGS, WYO
APR14-MAY05 MONTROSE, COLO
MAY06-MAY21 LAMAR, COLO
MAY22-JUN25
PONCA CITY, OKLA
JUN26-JUL08
MUSKOGEE, OKLA
JUL09-JUL21
SIDNEY, NEB
JUL22-JUL30
VACATION
JUL31-AUG22
PONCA CITY, OKLA
AUG23-SEP05
GARDEN CITY, KANS
SEP06-SEP19
NORTH PLATTE, NEB
SEP20-OCT06
PONCA CITY OKLA
OCT07-OCT20
ENID, OKLA
OCT21-OCT22
STILLWATER OKLA
OCT23-OCT30
ENID, OKLA
OCT31-NOV02 MUSKOGEE, OKLA
NOV03-NOV15 VACATION
NOV16-NOV30 MUSKOGEE, OKLA
DECO1-DEC05 HASTINGS, NEB
DEC06-DEC14
HAYS, KANS
DEC15-JAN02/1973 HASTINGS, NEB
JAN03-Closure
PUEBLO, COLO

I’m saddened by the deaths of good
friends. I didn’t know of some like Jim
Charbonneau, Dave Weston, Walt Ray,
Duane Sharp, Harold Long, Kenn Hett
and Mo Osborne. I knew Mo wouldn’t
last long because our demise sure tore a
big hole in his heart.
-Vern Russell, St. Anthony ID
Mo Osborne was my uncle, and through
him I had grown up with Frontier in my
blood. Frontier was Mo’s life and like
many employees nearly destroyed his
whole life when things went the way they
did. -Randy Cook, Gunnison CO
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FRED THOMPSON

Fred was born 18 Jun 1927 and died 19 Dec 1992, age 65, at
Owasso OK.
-SSDI
Fred was a senior agent here in TUL when FL quit. He passed
some time ago. He went to work for CO until he had a heart
attack on the job. He lived sometime after that but cancer is
what took him.
-Ron Stone, Tulsa OK
I would like to hear from anyone who knew Fred Thompson
on the FL system: He worked at RIW RWL MCI CDR FOE
HOT.
-Mrs. Lavonne Thompson, 1200 E. 89th Pl. N., Owasso, OK
74055

ELLA TANKO

(Ella’s obituary was in the Fall 2002 issue. She died in May 1983,
aged 89 - 20 years after her retirement. This article appeared in
the Nov/Dec 1963 Sunliner News sent by Ken Schultz)

DONNA GARLAND

OBITUARY - Donna L. Garland, 50, formerly of Evansville,
died Wednesday, Sept. 1, 1999, of cancer at her home in St.
Clair, Mich.
Capt. Garland was a pilot with Continental
Airlines. Surviving are her parents, Roland O. and Alice M.
Garland of Evansville; two sisters, Anna Marie Clary of St. Clair
and Barbara Ann Rhodes of Evansville; a brother, Mark of
Jenks, Okla.; and nieces and nephews. Services will be at 2 p.m.
Sunday at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ German Township,
the Revs. Eugene Bickel and Roger Heimer officiating, with
burial in the church cemetery.
-Evansville Courier & Press
Donna was a Frontier flight attendant that went on to become
a Frontier pilot. She was flying with CAL up until her death.
Donna fought breast cancer a few years ago and we thought it
was successful. She had a reoccurence a few months ago. I saw
her at the night before the FAL picnic party. She looked good at
the time and we were all hopeful. She was way too young to
die!!!
-Lanette Duncan, Golden CO
Donna Garland was one of the most remarkable women I ever
knew, and she was also one of my very best friends. I was so in
awe of her determination and guts to follow her dream when
many felt it was no more than that. There was no one more loyal
than Donna either. When I decided to leave FAL and go into the
computer industry, she was right there cheering me on at my
graduation from technical college.
I lost contact with her after I moved to San Diego and then
ultimately Hawaii, but somehow, by the Grace of God, I was
able to talk to her about a month before she passed away. At the
time, she was very optimistic about her recovery. I didn'
t know
until about two weeks after her death that she had lost her battle
with the breast cancer. Donna was a great lady, and there was no
one stronger, more courageous, or giving. Heaven is a better
place with her there, but I still miss this wonderful friend.
-Donna "Mae" Harrison, Ewa Beach HI

Ella Tanko is 71 cars old. She has cleaned up and made coffee
at Frontier for 17 years ears, yet until the middle of this month
she'
d never flown. Why?
“There just never seems to be any real reason. When Mr.
Wilson hired me, my husband was still alive. But he was ill and
we were no able to go. After he passed away there just didn’t
seem any need to go flying about anywhere. I had my work here
with Frontier and didn’t like the idea of being away from it.”
On the eighth of this December (1963), Ella will retire. She
doesn'
t want things that way, but Frontier says she must and she
always follows company policy, devotedly
In her time, Ella has worked for six Frontier presidents She
thinks of each of them in storyterms, just as she does all her
other Frontier friends.
“Mr. Myhre loved flowers.
He sent some when my husband died and after that. I
always tried to see that his
desk had one on it,” “I met all
the presidents and liked them
all. I didn’t think I’d get to
meet Mr. Dymond. It’s harder to see all the people since the new
offices opened and I’m left over at the hangar offices. But when
Mr. Dymond heard that I was leaving, he called me to the other
offices and gave me a corsage and wished me luck. He’s nice
just like all the others. He’s done lots of good things since he
came, and I wish I could stay around and watch things grow.
But I guess that’s not possible now.
Ella has had an annual pass for about 10 years and she used it
for the first time last week to fly to Cheyenne, Wyoming. Sandy
Irthum, a secretary in Flight Operations, Sandy'
s father and
grandmother had proposed that Ella should have at least one
flight before she left Frontier and they did something about it.
They arranged a special supper for Ella at the Airport Restaurant
in Cheyenne, then took Ella up for it.
"That'
s what makes leaving so hard," Ella told a reporter who
covered the supper, "everyone at Frontier is so nice and they all
do so much for me. I just wish I could work on forever."
But next month Ella will be gone. She'
ll leave Frontier owning
good memories and stories about everyone and the company.
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Searle.
He served on the Manvile town council and as Mayor for over
15 years. During his time as Mayor, he was instrumental in the
establishment of an EPA compliant landfill, water and sewage
treatment systems for the town.
He is preceded in death by his parents and sister Bessie. He is
survived by his wife Betty Kettler of Manvile, sisters, Fern
Dieleman, Ila Johnson, and Joye Ray and a brother, Freddie
Kettler, four sons, Jack Jr. of Denver, CO. Keith of Littleton,
CO, William of Longmont, CO. Ralph of Cheyenne, WY, a
daughter, Jeanne Kettler Mullennix of Sparks, Nevada, eleven
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
He died peacefully, with members of his family at his side.
Memorial services will be held at the Lusk Wyoming Fairgrounds in the Cow Palace building Saturday February 15, 2003
at 11:00 am.
-Sent by Tex Searle, Orem UT

A tribute to Captain Jack Kettler

LEFTY CARLSON

OBITUARY - Sigvard “Lefty” Carlson a longtime Western
entertainer, died at Lutheran Medical Center Jun 2, 1999, from
complications after surgery for a burst aneurysm. He was 66.
Mr. Carlson, best-known as a Western trick roper, performed at
events statewide for more than 40 years. He was an original
member of the Westernaires.
Born Sept. 22, 1932, in Attleboro, Mass., Mr. Carison moved
to Colorado with his family when he was 9 months old. He once
said he preferred the name Lefty to his given name because
“coming out of the chute No. 1, you couldn’t use Sigvard; it
doesn’t have that ring to it.” Services are planned for 11 a.m.
Monday, June 7, at Arvada Presbyterian Church.
-ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS
Sig H. "Lefty" Carlson'
s date of hire was Nov. 20, 1967 as a
reservation agent in DEN. He was a brother of Fred S. Carlson
(maintenance department cleaner) who also worked for FL. He
was 66 years old.
-Ken Schultz, Wheat Ridge CO

JACK L. KETTLER

OBITUARY - Jack L Kettler, age 80, of Manville, Wyoming
died February 10, 2003 at 1:10 a.m. at his second home in
Cheyenne Wyoming. He was born in Manville, Wyoming on
July 12th 1922, the son of Fred and Frankie (Grammar) Kettler.
He served his country in the military for fourteen years, which
included WII and the Korean Conflict.
He ran a pilot flight instrument school at Clovis, New Mexico,
during the Korean Conflict. He always felt a deep sense of loss
for the members of the Wyoming Air National Guard who lost
their lives during that time.
He flew as a commercial pilot for Frontier Airlines for 31
years. Captain Kettler was a big man from Wyoming cowboy
country. Nevertheless, he was known by his fellow pilots,
stewardesses and mechanics as a man with a gentle heart who
was always considerate of his fellow man.
Many of his real life adventures are contained in the book, The
Golden Years of Flying, written by Jack’s dear friend, Capt. Tex

Members of the old Salt Lake City domicile as in other
domiciles will always allege Omar as one of their own, Captain
Jack Kettler, an outstanding person and outstanding pilot. With
Jack’s patience and perseverance, he gave freely of his many
talents, often instructing fledgling pilots to solve the mysteries of
flying the Rocky Mountain Empire in a DC-3.
How well he’ll be remembered for those jaunts he enjoyed in
prospecting the rugged Wah Wah Mountain Range in western
Utah. Jack was at his best when roving the great outdoors, or up
there in the blue looking down on his beloved Wyoming. For
those pulling gear for him, they acquired a love for it and him
too.
Not often enough does that someone come along who leaves a
legacy imprint that the rest of us want to ponder and reflect
upon. Jack was that kind of person. In our hearts there will never
be another to fill the empty void vacated by Jack. When sharing
a cockpit, the sun always shone bright, and all was well.
He never talked about himself or tried to impress, he didn’t have
too. His record speaks for him in the many aircraft he flew, and
the veteran pilot he was, leaves a lasting legacy. Crew members
could sense the confidence he held within, and the commitment
to his work and dedication to his fellow pilots.
Yes, there will be those who will attempt to emulate him, but
what Jack had was that something that sometimes comes in a
lifetime to make that individual outstanding. The clouds will
continue their stay over the Rockies, the sun will continue to
shine on the Mountain Empire, as will the memory of Captain
Jack L. Kettler.
-Tex Searle
I just had a message left for me from Omar'
s daughter stating
that he had passed away on Feb. 10. He had been suffering the
effects of prostate cancer for some time. A great pilot, gentleman, and friend.
I was with Omar on a memorable flight when he recovered
from a windshear on an improved climb takeoff (heavy)on 35L
at DEN. It was in the early 70s before windshear or microburst
were words. On rotation we lost 20-25 kts. Omar did the perfect
maneuver as taught today and we finally gained a couple of
hundred feet about 5 miles North. A real cushion biter. A couple
of years later CAL hit a shear on the same runway and put it in
the dirt.
You will be missed Omar. -Jim Currie
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Memories of War

by Warren McLellan, FL pilot & WWII veteran

(This is Warren’s essay about his war experiences. With all
that’s going on now, it seems very appropriate. It’s been a bit
edited for space and updated. Thanks, Warren, for all you did!)
From August 1921, when I was born, until September, 1941, I
was fighting the battles of growing up - School, parents, 3 sisters
and 1 brother, right here in Fort Smith.
From September, 1941 to May, 1950, I was helping to fight
some battles for our United States.
From 1944 until today, I have been fighting the battles of
marriage!!
I received a good upbringing in a Christian home during the
early years. I received a Purple Heart and an Air Medal and
some other ribbons to show for the military war. I have a wife,
3 sons, and 3 daughters- In-law, 6 grandchildren, and 2 greatgrandchildren to show for the longer war. I am happy that my
wife, Wanda, is here with us today. We moved back to Fort
Smith in 1975. I commuted to Denver the last 6 years on
Frontier Airlines for my flights. We were away from this area for
some 30 years, but this is home and we always intended to come
back to retire. This is a great place to live.
I want to mention right up front the names of my air crew
members. Selbie Greenhalgh (now deceased) was my radioman.
I talked with his wife, Helen, recently. John Hutchinson was my
gunner and he is now living in California. These 2 men helped
save our lives with their quick thinking and cool heads while
under enemy fire.
There have been five United States ships named USS Lexington. The 4th Lexington, an aircraft carrier, was sunk early in
WWII. In 1942, in the Coral Sea during the Guadalcanal,
Bougainville, Solomon Islands and Rabaul battles. When the
USS Lexington was sunk in the Coral Sea, the shipyard in
Boston was building another Essex type carrier. It had another
name but the shipyard workers wanted another USS Lexington
in the Pacific Fleet to confuse "Tokyo Rose," the propagandist
for Japan during World War II. She reported the Lexington sunk
several times. So, the nickname of the Lexington was the "The
Blue Ghost.’’ They got the new carrier out one year earlier than
planned and the 5th USS Lexington was ready for battle. The
ship’s number was 16 and the first air group aboard was Carrier
Air Group 16. I was assigned orders to Torpedo Squadron 16.
There was also a fighter squadron and a dive bomber squadron
aboard the Lexington.
CAG 16 - meaning Carrier Air Group 16 - was composed of
about 90 aircraft and approximately 500 pilots, crew members
and maintenance personnel. We were well trained and ready to
go. So in August, 1943, we went through the Panama Canal and
out to Hawaii. September, 1943 our fighter pilots were on
reserve to cover an attack on Wake Island. September 18, we
attacked Tarawa, in the Gilbert Islands, and made a reconnaissance report for the Marines to land and take the island from the
Japanese. Tarawa was the first landing to take back an island
from the Japanese and it was tough. Some 3,500 marines were
casualties taking this island. Our fighter squadron caught 23
Japanese planes going to attack the marines on Tarawa and shot
19 out of the air. Victories like this went on as we attacked
Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, Wake Island, Palau, Hollandia, New Guinea, Saipan, Tinian, Guam and Truk.

Warren during WWII

When we bombed Kwajalein we caught a cruiser at anchor and
strafed and bombed it. On the attack on Palau Island, on a glide
bombing run, my plane was hit in the engine as I dropped my
bombs. I was able to get halfway back to the carrier but was
advised by those flying wing on me to land before the engine
quit or caught fire. I have a picture taken from a rescue plane
showing my landing in the water. The picture shows a rescue
submarine in the upper right comer and a rescue plane landing to
pick up my crew and me. We were back in the air in 10 minutes
and on our way back to the USS Wichita. It took another week
before they transferred me back to the Lexington.
My airplane had bullet holes 6 out of the first 10 raids I made.
Something just told me this was going to be a long war!! The
big events, for me, came in June, 1944. The Saipan, Tinian and
Guam assaults began. The marines and army landed on Saipan.
They were having a difficult time. The Japanese fleet left the
Philippine Islands for the first time since their earlier defeat at
Midway Island. June 18 we learned their plan was to send their
planes over our carriers and on to Guam to refuel. They planned
to stay out of our range. Our radar spotted many Japanese planes
coming in. They were 130 miles away. Our fighters met them
about 60 miles from our carriers and shot down 402 Japanese
planes before the day was over. We lost maybe 10 airplanes but
we did not really know where the Japanese aircraft carriers were.
Scout planes found the Japanese carriers about 4 p.m. the next
day, June 19, 1944. They were 250 miles away. That was our
safe limit of gasoline. About 120 airplanes took off. I navigated
for 325 miles and still had the attack to make when Japanese
zeroes came up under us out of the clouds. The time of day was
about 7 p.m. I had seen the largest carrier hit with bombs two or
three times. The air was full of smoke - all colors - red, blue,
white, black. I did not know the Zeroes were there until I felt the
bullets hitting my plane and heard the machine guns. Fire, smoke
and hydraulic fluid filled the cockpit. I had to bail out. I had no
communications but everyone in formation saw it happen. We
were 11,000 feet above the Japanese Fleet and a long, long way
from home and from the Lexington.
I delayed several thousand feet before pulling the ripcord
hoping to avoid Japanese gunfire. After I pulled the ripcord to
my parachute I saw my burning plane on the water and a Jap
Zero strafing it. It was dark when I hit the water still strapped to
the parachute. The parachute acted as a sea anchor and instead
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of riding on top of the waves, I was going under the waves and
was about to drown. I got rid of the parachute which was
attached to my lifeboat - I couldn’t get the lifeboat loose and had
to let it all go or drown. I kept most of the other; stuff ripcord,
survival pack and a 38 caliber pistol. Soon I had to let it all go
including my boots because I didn’t think I would ever need
them again and they were full of water. The survival pack was
waterlogged and felt like 50 pounds of lead. I discovered only
half of my flotation gear (the Mae West) was inflated and I was
up to my chin in water.
The Marianas Trench is 35,000 feet deep. I was over 300 miles
from my carrier, with no lifeboat and in the middle of the
Japanese Fleet and it was all but dark. I saw my only hope of
getting out of this mess coming right at me - a Japanese cruiser.
I was trying to decide which way to swim to get out of its way
when it turned and went to one side. It was so close to me that I
could see the color of their uniforms even though it was virtually
dark. The uniforms were white and brownish olive drab.
Now things began to settle down. I saw a Japanese carrier
going by but it was listing so badly I didn’t think it could stay
afloat much longer. There were four or five Zeroes trying to find
a place to land. Then everything got very still but I could feel
thudding sounds in the water. This went on for a very long time
even though the Japanese had left the area. I believe the
thudding came from the carriers that had been sunk. As the ships
sank deeper into the Mariana trench the pressure was so great
that the sealed compartments in the ships were collapsing.
The night was long. I felt a fish once when I moved my hand
into it. Not a huge one but big enough to scare me. Salt water
will make you sick and eventually I got sick, several times. My
hands began to shrivel - my tongue began to swell - I lost a lot of
weight that night.
During the night I thought of what a predicament I was in: 300
miles from the carrier, 600 miles west of Guam and swimming in
35,000 feet deep water.
I needed a miracle. I began to realize that I would not leave a
legacy to this world. I had not accomplished much in life - 22
years old - no family of my own and none in sight. I had nothing
to leave as a legacy.
My mother and father were living in Fort Smith. Dad, Herbert
McLellan, traveled and was in Booneville, AR that night. When
he returned home the next day and mother tried to tell him the
story as the newspaper wrote it up, Dad stopped her and said, "I
know it for I dreamed about it last night." I always knew prayers
for my safety were offered daily from my family and from my
home church. I felt those prayers that night.
The next day my squadron came over me about 10:00 a.m. I
pulled a dye marker to color the water around me and they
dropped me and each of my two crewman a lifeboat. I crawled
into my boat, covered up with a sail included in the boat, and
went to sleep. About 4:00 p.m., a U.S. fighter plane buzzed the
boat and woke me up, and a sea plane landed and picked me up.
This was my own squadron coming back to find us. I saw my
crewmen in another sea plane and that was the first glimpse I had
of them and now I really knew that they were alive. We had been
in the water about 22 hours.
Admiral Mitscher wanted to get my eyewitness report so they
sent a destroyer over to take me back to my carrier. He immediately called me to report. When I told him what I had seen he
thanked me and said, "I believe we sank 2 carriers." And I

thanked him for caring enough about downed aviators to send
rescue planes over 300 miles to get 5 people out of the water.
Two crewmen from another torpedo plane and me and my crew
were rescued. That night we lost about 42 men. There were
approximately 80 people in the water. It was about 9:00 p.m. and
they had to get aboard their carrier. They had been in the air
about 5 hours. Admiral Mitscher had turned the search lights on
in enemy territory to help planes get back to the carrier, it was so
far and they were out of gas. God surely had allowed him to
make great decisions in that first battle of the Philippine Sea and
it was a great success. That was the last fight the Japanese
carriers had. Their squadrons were devastated and the rest of the
war, Japan used mostly the kamikaze pilots. The Lexington was
hit by a kamikaze plane after Air Group 16 left for home.
We arrived home in late July, 1944. Wanda was in a group of
welcoming friends when I got back to Fort Smith in August,
1944 and we married in November, 1944. This November 23rd
will be our 59th anniversary. God is so good to us. It took a
miracle to bring me back home and allow us to have a wonderful
family. God does answer prayer. I now have a legacy.
Here are some facts about my squadron of 18 torpedo planes:
Made 653 strikes, dropped 480 tons of bombs, expended 53,600
rounds of ammo, fired 221 rockets, laid 35 mines, dropped 17
torpedoes damaged and destroyed 37 Japanese planes, sunk
93,500 tons of Japanese ships, damaged 30,500 tons of Japanese
ships.
The whole Air Group 16: Shot down or destroyed 150
Japanese planes. The fighters were exceptional. Alex Vraciu
shot down 23 planes - 6 in one trip and still had 150 rounds of
.50 caliber ammo when he landed.
Last June 19, 2002, was 58 years since I spent that night
swimming in the Pacific Ocean. During these years I continued
to fly as a reserve Naval aviator for 26 years. I went to college
twice and got two degrees, taught school along the way and then
started my commercial aviation career in 1953.
I flew one year for American Airlines, flew 12 years for
Central Airlines and flew 16 years for
Frontier Airlines
I started flying in 1939 and retired in
1981 - about 42 years. I retired with
25,300 hours of flight time and had
made about 40,000 landings.
I tell you today that it is a miracle
that I am here. I do have a wonderful
family and now I have that cherished
legacy I dreamed of while swimming
in the deep waters of the Pacific
Ocean.
Thank you for letting me tell you
about the USS Lexington and the Air
Group that took a heavy toll for the
United States in World War II.
Our struggle for freedom will always go on. There are those who want
to take away our freedom. We must
not - we cannot - let down our guard.
This is the greatest nation in the
world. We must hold on to our freedoms and cherish our freedoms and
Warren at the 2002
FYV FSM PIGnic
fight for our freedom.
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LETTERS

Letters may be edited and paraphrased for space and clarity.
I really enjoyed working for FL March 1953 - August 1986.
FL was a great airline. Morale was high as we considered it our
airline and it took good care of us as it did the traveling public.
We in PHX were all proud to wear the Frontier uniform.
Can you imagine this happening today? My wife and I took a
580 PHX-DRO for an overnight visit with Brownie & Liz
Crawley (Vern Crawley'
s parents). We took two carry-on bags
and in one bag we included two single action revolvers, one in
.22 caliber and one in .357 caliber. The other bag also included
several boxes of ammo. We went out and shot the guns and had
a good time.
-John Koehler, PHX station agent
I worked GUP 1960 to 1964, ABQ 1964-1965, DEN 19681969, (had three years Military Leave mid 60s) was just short of
10 years with FAL.
I did find Bob Kunde my old friend from DENFL, we were
senior agents together at Stapleton in 1967/68. He is with the
New FAL in Den now. I sent him the FAL oldtimers URL. Had
a nice chat with him today. He may be out to our Island here to
visit next Aug.
-Bob Nelson, Oak Harbor, WA 98277
Thanks for the FL NEWS. Living in Virginia is good but
being so far away from most of my old FLriends is the downside.
The newsletter and website keep me informed.
-Joe Crider, Troutville, VA
(The FLamily addresses I have range from HA to MA CT PA NC
VA & SC and from MT WA & ND to TX AZ & FL)
I would be very interested in joining "THE FL CLUB". We
recently held a reunion in BIS for the local FAL group still
within driving distance and had a great time.
I worked the following stationns as station agent: HSI-EARJAC-OMA-BIS and retired from the declining airline industry in
BIS about 10 years ago after FAL2 jerked the NoDak service.
FL (the original...need i say the BEST) emp 11385...funny
how I never forgot that with all the other crappy numbers
shoved at me/////Senority date 3-4-73.
The SPIRIT lives in the Dakotas!
-Ken Wolbaum, Bismarck,ND
The Fall issue with the ESOP was a real shocker. I started
with the list and a Denver phone book. Found a bunch of names
I had worked with and called all of them that had a number
listed. All contacts were surprised and grateful for the information. The New Frontier has a bundle of ex FL working for them
in DEN. It seemed only right to xerox a copy of the list and it
was presented to Tom Keller with your compliments. Also
going to send a copy to Dion Brockett at Alaska Airlines in
SEA. Between the two of them Wells Fargo should receive a
good response. Bob Reisig is Santa in disguise. Many thanks to
Bob also, Just hope the extra effort will help locate an ex FL.
-Al Duffy, FL65-86, Aurora, CO
I am an ex FL mechanic that worked for FL from 1974-1986
and am interested in keeping touch with former friends. Please
contact me at 12319 Rutgers Park Ct., Houston TX 77058
I was a lead cleaner; then a mechanic in the paint and fiberglass shop--base maint. -Steve McClean

Judie and I were shopping at a Thomasville store in Huntington Beach today and I mentioned to another shopper that I raised
Rottweilers, and subsequently admitted to being a retired FAL
pilot. Another sales lady said she had been a CEN F/A from
1961-1964 before she left and went to BNF. Her name is Sharon
Munk Woods, and she knew Jeannie Mehaffey, Whitlock, Delbert, Lamar, asked about “Pappy Spinks”,and "that grumpy old
captain" Max Gardner. It was like old home week, since Judie
had been with BNF in reservations before coming to FAL. I
brought her up to date on those who flew west. Thought you
might want to contact her if you remember her. She'
s cute as a
bug'
s ear, about a size 4 petite, and divorced now after 26 years
of marriage. If you remember her, she was with CEN from
61-64, and went to BNF. She'
s a cutie, working at Thomasville
Home Furnishings in Huntington Beach. Sharon would like to
hear from any of you who remember her, and I think we should
invite her to becoming a member. Her e-mail is:
SWoods@socal.rr.com. The airline family is very large, and
how wonderful it is to run into these members from time-to-time.
-Clyde & Judie Hart
Hi! I’m Sharon Munk who is now Sharon Woods. I’m
living in Huntington Beach, CA and look forward to hearing fom
OLD...and I do mean OLD friends from Central Airlines. I
worked there from 1961 to 63 or 64. You can e-mail me at
SWoods@socal.rr.com
-Sharon Munk Woods
It was great receiving the copy of the FRONTIER NEWS. It
didn'
t take long to spark the memory bank. After 26 years with
FL I was hired by CO at MOT until they left. Then I was hired
by Jim Bogan with GPX as manager in MOT. That lasted a few
months then GP left. Then I went to work for FL2 until they left
MOT. So I went to work setting up new stations for FL2. I
called it enough in March 1996 after 36 years. I now live on a
lake in Mentor, MN. It'
s great! I will send you a story to print
down the pike.
-Donovan Wright, MOT
When FAL went down (I was an agent in STL) I was in the
middle of subcontracting a new house in Troy. It became my
full time job. I got quite a lesson in home building. We moved
in in Oct. 86.
I worked customer service for a small factory for about 8mos,
then ran a TOM'
S snack route for about 4 mos, and became the
in school suspension monitor at Troy High School in Oct. 87,
where I have been except for two years when I sold cars. Also, I
drive a school bus !!!
My wife Sue is in her 26th year of teaching and she can retire
at anytime, but wants to TRY to make it to 30 years. I'
ll stay at
school until she retires and hopefully we can retire back to Ark.,
possibly to Eureka Springs or Holiday Island.
It will be hard to leave a day job with week-ends off, all
holidays, 10-12 days off for Christmas, 7-9 days off for spring
break and 12 week summer break!!! It doesn'
t pay much, but the
time off is great. I'
ll have to get a real job someday.
-Dewayne Faulkner, Troy MO
I'
m Robert Imhoff, an ex mechanic, working for US Airways
in Florida. Getting ready for retirement. Are there any more FL
picnics ? Like to hear from ex employees.
-Bob Imhoff
After FL, I stayed in SGF with TW and now I'
m working in
STL with American. -Jud Cannon, St. Louis
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I worked at LBB, PVW, AMA, MLC, OKC, DAL and TUS.
(PVW..Jimmy Dean sausage and all..Plainview Tx...halfway
between LBB and AMA.) After we went down, came to IAH
then went to ELP for a couple of years and now back at IAH
with CAL. 16 years down and 20 to go..(ha)....Tell Fred Butts
hello....he was my first manager in LBB, seems like a million
years ago.....And Mike Swenson,,,is that you, we were in Bev'
s
Dog and Pony Show at DEN IN 1985?.....just before the PE
calamity....if anyone comes thru IAH, just ask any Red Coat and
they can find me......see some of you at TUS in May.
I started with CAL in June 1960.....furloughed off in Jan
1961....went to LBB 3/13/61...for Fred...I worked at MLC in
spring of '
62..there was a relief agent out of FSM...can'
t remember his name, but he and Jon out of DAL were the SYS RLF
AGTS..remember him?
-Gary Mackie, Houston
I started with Frontier Airlines March 1970, in Kansas City
(the old MKC). February 1971 I transferred to Oklahoma City.
June 1971 I was furloughed for three months, then called back to
OKC in September. February 1972 I was transferred to Lawton,
Oklahoma for six months, then back to OKC in August 1972. I
was furloughed for another three months in March 1973, again
called back to OKC in June 1973. Then December 1975 I was
transferred to Denver for six months. June 1976 until August
1986 I was stationed in Oklahoma City.
To update you on my sixteen (16) years since FL folded. 1986
- 87 I took a year off and did nothing, but my woodworking and
Country Western Dancing. From September of 1987 I started
working for Xerox Mfg. in Oklahoma City along with Steve
Hodgins (who worked for Frontier in OKC). August 2001
Xerox advised us they were closing a Banbary Toner Plant in
October and sending it to Coladas, Spain and were dropping 80
employees. I opted for early retirement. I had some land in
Palm Bay, Florida. Jean and I had a house built and we moved
in on our tenth (10th) wedding anniversary, 21 December 2001.
I currently work part time as a penguin at Sam'
s Wholesale
Club. I demo food (give out tastes of food) to Sam'
s members.
Not exactly Rocket Science, but it'
s fun. We live about 25 to 30
miles from Cape Canaveral and watch space lift offs from our
front porch. I play golf about two to three (sometimes more)
times a week. Life doesn'
t get any better than this
-Jim Bare, Palm Bay, FL
I appreciated your info regarding ALEA, Vic, and Mort. (Fall,
2002) I never met Vic but knew Mort quite well as a result of
several early Contract negotiations when I was head of Res and
sat on the Company side of the table. I always respected Mort
and thought he did a good job. I think the other members of our
side felt that way too, but would never admit it. When you come
right down to it, he was the pro, not us... Please give him my
regards if/when you next have contact with him.
I remember one tough negotiation in particular. Cant remember the year, but we were coming off a long Contract and had a
lot of catching up to do...(This was 1970) Shift differential,
split shifts etc etc not to mention the big gap in Schedule-A. It
dragged on for about 3 months and had strike implications.
There was some nasty WPP stuff going on, especially at MKC
and DEN station.
Fortunately, we got an agreement at about 2335, :25 before the
strike deadline. I say fortunately, because I personally feel a
strike and the resultant bad blood would have split the FL family

forever. I sure got tired of the Malibu on that one!
-Bill Monday, Denver
(I believe the negotiations you mention were the ones in 1970.
We had a WPP, work perfection program, twice that time and it
was the end of a four year contract: 1966-1970. The first WPP
was in the summer & the guys at JAC tied weather balloons to a
large white bed sheet which had STRIKE written on it. When
released, it hovered over the JAC airport and caused several
UFO calls to local authorities.)
I was a station agent in DEN. I worked with my son for eight
years at a travel agency after the bankruptcy. He moved to
another job so I retired. Now I do some driving for two little old
ladies.
-Glen Palser, Denver
I was a flight attendant for Frontier Airlines from 1969-1976
My name was Donna Johnson then Donna Bailey and finally
Donna Kunz. I would love to know what everyone is doing.
Please add my name to your list. Thanks
-Donna Kunz, 4468 Paces Battle N.W. Atlanta, Georgia 30327
Thank you and all the others who have kept the good, and
sometimes the bad, memories alive. I spent my entire 25 years
with FL in BIL as a station agent and senior station agent. I was
also active in ALEA.
-Bob Voight, Billings, MT
Shirley Shackelford here. I will never forget the fact that I had
20 years with the old FL when I went to GEG to work. I was the
only female and last on the senority list the entire time. I miss
those good ole days.
Don'
t be surprised if the new Frontier does not go to GEG.
Jeff Potter is the new president and when I was in GEG he was
in the cleaning business and cleaned our airplanes along with my
son Brad. Anyway, he is from there and we joke a lot about if
Frontier does go back that he and I would be in competition for
the manager'
s job. I do not know if you knew I have been with
the new Frontier from the beginning - May 1994. I was station
manager in ELP, SEA and now in LAX. I would head back that
way if possible.
-Shirley Shackelford, Los Angeles
Would you forward this thank you and a happy retirement to
Frosty for me. I enjoyed the Central pictures - thought I had seen
them all. I am doing well, miss the flying and the people though.
Pat and I are living full time in our motor home now, just can not
give up seeing the places I flew over all those years. (Just can'
t
see the buffalo wallers anymore).
-Grant Holmes, On the road, Somewhere
My long time friend Tony Shepard, COS, sent me a copy of
the NEWS. I didnt even know any of this was going on, great
job, will send a check.
I would like to find some friends if anyone has any info: Tom
Sittler, DEN, my best man at wedding 1960, and Ivan Newell,
SEA, plus others later if anyone can help me. I hope we can find
Tom and Ivan someplace.
I worked 3/59 to the Crash, sa at AIA, DC3 transfer station,
ALS, MTJ, PUB, TUS, COS, SMF, PHX, ssa at ELP, COS, ssm
at LAA ,1-man station 7 yrs, HOT 1 yr. Retired from Cigna Ins
Co PHX in 1998. Hello to all I worked with over the years.
I sent a letter to ESOP a couple of days ago to see what I have
coming. I’ve been on FL retirement for last 4 yrs and took max
out till age 65. I will will draw from Cigna then.
-Tom Clarke, Pueblo West CO
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MORE LETTERS
We were looking for a retirement place near a lake & settled
here in Grove, OK on the Grand Lake of The Cherokees. I
retired from UPS Flight Operations in 1995. There are a lot of
Frontier family at UPS & I will get the word out to them
regarding the ESOP. Frank Skubis is Chief Pilot , FL Pilot, & I
will give him the info to pass on to ALL FL people at UPS.
Several years ago we stopped at a Wal-Mart in Little Rock &
got talking to a lady employee & she was Bud Naylor’s widow.
If I can locate her I will notify her of the ESOP.
Growing up in Long Island when aviation was really beginning
I got to meet and know many famous people. I learned to fly
while in High School & worked after school & weekends at our
little airport named Fitzmaurice Field. It was home of the
Skywriters of America & all the pilots had been "Barn Stormers"
& also flew the US Mail.
Elinor Smith a lady who set records in aviation for woman, i.e
Altitude record for one, was the first lady pilot I met. Her
dad,Tom Smith, was a Vauderville entertainer who learned to fly
back in the 20s. He visited us one day & wanted to re-learn
flying. I was told that he was 85. He was quite agile & he would
give us a short performance of his old shows. He checked out in
a WWII surplus L-2 Taylorcraft. He buzzed the field before
every landing to warn us of his impending bounces. I got to
know him real well. He took the job as the night watchman &
after we closed the field each night I stuck around & he would
tell me about the old days. I loved that gentleman --he was so
interesting. . Guiseppe Belannca , head of the Belannca Aircrat
Co. visited many times since old friends of his either worked or
kept their planes at Fitzmaurice. His speech was broken & with
my Italian ancestry I understood him better than most. He would
call a valve a "vavala"
I worked for Tyler Flight Service cleaning planes & an apprentice A & E Mech. Mr. Ken Tyler was the Chief Test Pilot at
Republic during the war. Prior to the war he was a Hollywood
stunt pilot & his claim to fame was flying inverted from LAX to
SFO. He also flew as a fighter pilot for Spain during the 30s. He
was killed in a crash while doing a film in Henderson,KY -I
believe in the Mid 60s.
Just before I retired from UPS Flight Ops I was in the B-727
Flight Test Section with our main project Recertifying the 727s
with Rolls Royce Tay Engines. In 1995 we had a Flight Test
Conference in Seattle & retired Boeing Test Pilot TEX JOHNSON was invited to our banquet. He was the first Jet Pilot in the
USA when he worked for Bell flying the P-59. He was well
known when he put on a demonstration flight of the prototypye
707 when he did a barrel roll over the grandstand. I was nearing
my 50th year in aviation as a pilot with an accident free record
& the Flight Test gang presented me with several framed photos
of some of the civilian & military planes I flew followed by
being congradulated by Tex.
I keep a lot of Emily Howell Warner memorabilia. She is
SPECIAL. Emily was scheduled for B-737 Recurrnt Training &
also scheduled was a Capt. (now deceased) who, when she was
first hired said he would not ever fly with her in his cockpit.
Prior to class start (Emily not yet there) he told me that if she
showed up he was walking out & would attend another class

later. My response, " just do that & on your way stop by Dick
Orr’s Office & tell him I kicked you out of recurrent & tell him
why". Had he missed this recurrent he would go non current
thus pay became a concern. He stayed & Emily was there. He
later apologized . He was a good guy but just didn'
t feel that
woman should fly for the airlines. All of this is History & I am
proud of being part of Captain Emily'
s career.
-Frank Meyer, Grove OK
I started with FL in ICT in May of 79. Then from there I
xfered to DEN after my 3 months probation was over. I was in
DEN for about a year then xfered back home to SLN. Then I
xfered as a Senior Agent out at LAX where I was stationed until
Jan 84. Then I quit FL and came home to Kansas and went to
work for ZV at Manhattan. For the last 2 1/2 years I have been
out of the travel business and now work in a hose production
plant here in MHK. (Parker Corporation) Spent the prior 4 1/2
years working for travel agencies around here. Saw where travel
agencies were disappearing and decided enough was enough.
-Michael Reid, Manhattan KS
I just read where UAL sold 3 old FL aircraft for part out: FSN
21749, 21751, 27980 N7344F, N7346F, N7347F. All of them
had about 60,000 hours and between 45-47,000 cycles. All the
rest of them still seem to be in active state with the exception of
N999UA which was lost in COS. 62,877 is the highest hour
airframe that is on the UAL list.
-Dennis Casadoro, Kent WA
I started with CN in BVO, 1964 and bumped to GUY in March
65. Then bid back to BVO in May 65. Bill Sharkey was station
manager in GUY then . He was a great guy to work with but
BVO was home. In 1970 I knew BVO would be closed - just
didn’t know when - so rather than wait till that time, I bid TUL
and remained in TUL until FL shut down.
-Ron Stone, Tulsa OK
There is another old time FL employee with serious health
problems. Richard "Dick" Hill started in 1950 here in DRO. He
is in an assisted care home in Yuma, AZ. He and his wife spend
the winter down there. He got sick just after they got down there
and found out he is in the second stage of alzheimer disease.
Pretty bad shape.
-Vern Crawley, Durango CO
A FL friend sent me a copy of your FL newsletter recently
regarding ESOPand listing names of people you are trying to
locate. My name appeared on the list so I contacted Nancy
Schafer and have received a nice check! So, THANKS to YOU
for all your help and interest. It'
s so appreciated.
I worked for FL in DEN for 18 1/2 years and so enjoyed my
work and the whole FL family group. I still miss it all. I moved
from DEN to BIL three years ago to be near family here.
Billings is a nice place to live.
-Evelyn Kelly, Billings MT
I am an ex Frontier flight attendant 1979-81
who is interested in newsletter and any other
Frontier related information. Could you please
send me that information if it is still available.
After leaving the company I went into the landscaping business full-time. I sold the company
two years ago after 26 years, 80 employees, and 50 trucks I had
enough. I am currently working for another landscape company
until I decide what I wan'
t to do with the rest of my life.
-Gene Petrini, Mesa AZ
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I was a mechanic in DEN from March 1968 to the END. I am
currently with UA in DEN and get to go through another
bankruptcy. (YEA!) I enjoyed the FL NEWS you sent and look
forward to getting all of them.
-Edward Schroeder, Thornton CO
From October 1957 to August 1986 I worked for FL as a
station agent. First at GJT and SLC then I was transferred to
CDR where I also was a relief agent for AIA. Later on I was
CDR station manager the last few years CDR was open for
business.
In addition to being a FL employee, I had my own crop dusting
business for 20 years during the summertime. When CDR
closed I went to BIL until August 1986 when FL filed
bankruptcy.
The reunion at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Robson in
BIL this past July was very enjoyable. We are looking forward
to the upcoming BIL get-to-gether in July, 2003.
-A. George Smith, Sheridan WY
I left FL in 65 to fly for Braniff/Dallas. Missed Denver so
ended up flying for another five years for UA, first year in SFO
then the last four years out of DEN.
Spent the next few decades in sales/marketing for a couple of
Fortune 500 corps. Then I was diagnosed with MS and ended
up homebound. Consequently I'
ve spent the last 12 years as a
POW/MIA activist working directly with guys on the ground in
SE Asia gathering intelligence and rounding up Americans left
behind after the Vietnam War.
Was there a guy with the last name Jeppesen in DEN? He had
a younger brother named Dick (their dad was the founder of the
infamous Jeppesen flight maps) I knew well who flew awhile for
a small airline out of PHX until he was canned. Lost track of
him after that.
-Jimi Kauffman, Mesa AZ
I have enjoyed the FL website with all the information and
history. Even though I was not with FL long, it is neat to see how
it started and progressed.
In early 1958 Elli Bastar, who was the Chief Stewardess in
Billings, Montana, came to Bismarck, ND to interview me. She
hired me and I started with FL in April of 1958, flying out of
DEN. After several months, I was transferred to SLC where I
stayed until I quit in Dec. of 1959. Back then you had to quit
when you got married.
I married a Station Manager for Bonanza Airlines, so my
interest in airlines and flying continued until 1988 when my
husband retired from the airlines. We have traveled much over
the years, all over the world. It has been an interesting lifestyle.
Wouldn’t change it for anything. It all began with Frontier
Airlines as a stewardess. I loved my job back then and often felt
it was such a pleasure to be a part of it and even get paid for
doing it!
To date, we live in Mesa, AZ. We have lived many places,
from Utah to Calif., AZ, Mont., now back in AZ. We have 3
children, 6 grandchildren, and continue to work. After the
airlines, we owned and operated a motorcycle (distributorship)
business until we sold it in ‘99.
Thank you for letting me share a bit of my life. If there are any
other stewardesses from 1958 — 1960 around, I’d love to know
who they are. Maybe some are my old friends, whom I haven’t
heard from in years. It’s neat to be part of the FLamily.
-Lila Twite Hayes, Mesa AZ

I am Anthony (Tony) Boutwell. Started/opened the DTW
station as a Stn Agent for Mgr Jerry Roush. Moved as a agent
to open DSM and then opened Milaukee. Went into management and opened ORD as Marketing Mgr. As FL continued to
decline, I became a Regional. Stayed on until the very end when
asked by Pres.Gorman to stay on along with others in management group and within a months time Gorman left after realizing (I believe) that the Holding Company we were bargaining
with had no real power, since the real objective of the O'
Neil
family that owned FL was to piece meal it off and make a
fortune. Within one week, the FL sadly shut down because of
the greed of the owners.
-Tony Boutwell
Please put a note in your news letter to let the old Frontier
people know where I am. I live in El Fuerte, Sinaloa, Mexico
"The Gateway to The Copper Canyon". I have a RV park.
Maybe someone will come to see me, we can talk airplanes and
I can practice English - I'
m about to forget.
E-mail bill@rvmex.com, www.reservationsmexico.com,
www.rvmex.com, 698 893-1138
-Bill Trimble, El Fuerte, Mexico
If you get a chance, go to the Internet and look up Coloradocut.com and Babyabby.com. That’s what I have been doing
since 1989. The Company has been up and down but we all
know how that goes. The company is run by our family.
Working at the company is no different than Frontier was. One
day janitor, one day sales, one day negotiating with clients, one
day negotiating with employees, one day collections, one day
machine mechanic, and one day traveling. No Wonder I want to
retire, that is 8 days’ work to be fit into 7!
One day I will write my version of what I saw in the Coalition
days. I was an IAM Representative on the Frontier Employees
Coalition.
-Rocky Patterson, Denver, CO
I got your contact from Tony Sheppard
awhile back and he tells me that you have
published a magazine for sometime about ex
FAL employees and stuff. I would like to
obtain some update material if you would be
so kind as to advise me what you have and
how to get, cost and etc. I am with Air Wisconsin at present in Appleton WI.
I started with Frontier Airlines in late 1967. I was an agent in
Amarillo, TX., Liberal, KS, Lamar, Pueblo, and Colo. Springs,
CO., until obtaining a supervisor position in Kansas City, MO.
Then I held positions as City Manager in Little Rock, AR,
Jackson, MS, and Casper, WY. From 1974-1986 I managed for
Frontier in Midland, TX., Flagstaff, AZ., and Stillwater, OK.
From 1986-1990 I managed for Aspen Airways in Midland
and Amarillo, TX, and Cheyenne and Casper, WY.
Then in 1990-1998 I was Regional Manager and City Manager, Mesa Airlines Inc. based in Casper, WY., Responsible for
8 cities in Wyoming and Rapid City, SD. Since 1998 I have
been with Air Wisconsin
-Darvin Holcomb, Appleton WI
It seems like yesterday but it'
s been a long time. Time for me
to be back in the loop. How '
bout adding me to y'
alls list now ya
hear. Sure hope all is well with you and yer families.
Former Frontier fearless flyer,
-Frank Malone, Tega Cay SC
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I was able to see a friend'
s copy of your Frontier News. I am
interested in obtaining a copy of the two newsletters from 1969,
introducing 737s. I was project engineer when the 737s were
delivered and have always had a soft spot for them. I retired in
1984 from FL.
-Frank J. Winzeler, Yuma AZ
I’m Millie Harm, ticket counter agent, Customer Service Rep
and when FL shut down was the last Customer Service Asst.
Mgr. on duty. Millie married George Bilotta, FL pilot in 1986
and we lived in Austin TX working for Emerald Airlines.
George was the Director of Training for Pilots, and Millie got a
license to dispatch aircraft and was a Aircraft Dispatcher for
Emerald Air. We left Emerald Air in 1992 and moved to the
Phoenix area where George got a job at America West in the
Pilot Training department and is still employed there. Millie is
semi retired and has a Direct Home Sales job with Southern
Living at Home. We travel as much as possible since we have
semi retired. Trips the last few years were The Netherlands,
Italy, Brazil, Costa Rica, Trinidad, Tobago, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Canada and a cruise about once a year. Come to see
us if you are ever in the Phoenix area.
-Millie Bilotta, Mesa AZ
My name is Lee Sigwart. I was with FL from 1961 to the end
at GJT - 26 of the best years of my life.
One of my co-workers, Larry Hughey passed away in Jan23,
2000. Larry was 66 years old and lost his battle with cancer. He
worked for FL for 32 years.
-Lee Sigwart, Grand Junction CO
If anyone would like to get re-acquainted with the venerable
DC-3, I have a deal for you! I am one of the volunteer pilots on
an AC-47 Gunship based at the Champlin Fighter Museum at
Falcon Field, Mesa, Arizona. "Puff The Magic Dragon" flies at
various airshows throughout the Southwest. During the summer
heat, we are in Californina for the most part. Former Frontier
mechanics willing to volunteer their time would be especially
welcome. Anyone interested can call me at 602-690-6210 or
e-mail: Billy.Walker@jetblue.com
The aircraft is fitted with 10 former United B-747 First Class
seats up front with the three 7.62mm gattling guns mounted left
aft. You can see some photos at the Champlin web site...
http://www.champlinfighter.com
-Billy Walker, Phoenix AZ
My name is Doug Kempfer....I worked for the old Frontier
Airlines from 1967 to 1986 (the end). I worked in DEN from 67
to 79.... moved to FL-BOI for one year then back to DEN until
we folded. I was so excited to receive your news magazine and
will have a check in the mail soon. I also would like to be added
to your e-mail listings so I can chat with all the old buddies.
Missing the old FL!
-Doug Kempfer, Golden CO
I’m the guy who did the FAL history for AIRWAYS magazine
and also the guy trying to finish his book on the local airlines.
The book is actually coming along nicely, with 3 chapters
approved by editor, 4 more almost ready to be shipped, and 2 in
very rough form. Then comes the fleet lists, etc..
If you know of an easy way to find fleet lists for ALL of FAL’s
airplanes, send a quick Email.
Where did the Twin Otters come from and how long were they
on line?
-Stan Solomon, Mission Viejo CA

I was happy to make contact with you through Harold Maxwell
and will look forward to being a recipient of the newsletter. I'
ll
look forward to hearing from you and best regards to any of the
old gang that you encounter.
I officially retired from active involvement at F9 in 1996 after
a successful startup and launching in 1995. My wife passed
away after a short illness (Pancreatic cancer) and much of my
motivation was dissipated. I did continue to work some special
projects for my successor Sam Addoms who I had brought on
board as part of the organization team. I made plans to move to
Arizona in '
98 after finding my heart condition (CHF) to be
incompatible with the Denver altitude. This life style at SunCity
Grand resort is comfotable most of the year and I take some
trips in the summer to get some respite from the heat.
Since I'
m restricted from spending time on the golf course I
enjoy a bridge club about 3 times per week. The retired ladies
who outnumber the men about 10 to 1 keep me intellectually
challenged. In other words they beat up on me pretty bad.
I would like the back issues and am especially interested in
Billy Walker'
s tale of the last days of Frontier. Billy is a good
friend of mine. Maybe at some point in time I can give my
version of rhe last year of FL'
s existence.
-Hank Lund, Surprise, AZ
(I would LOVE for you to jot down your views of the last years
at FL and let me run it in the newsletter. Billy'
s essay is very
enlightening and interesting but obviously only one side of the
picture. Please think about doing it. -Jake)
(Hank endeared himself to the Frontier Family when he refused
to abide by the O'
Neill'
s decision to liquidate Frontier. It cost
him his job, but I know Hank has never doubted his decision.
He went on to help us on many occasions afterwards. On one
instance, he had the pilots MEC officers in his office at Stapelton Plaza on the phone with Frank Lorenzo. I refused Lorenzo'
s
offer to meet personally without a written guarantee on what he
was offering. Hank agreed with our position. In the end, I
called Lorenzo to see if he was still interested in Frontier. This
was after we were raped and murdered by Richard Ferris and
UAL and then dumped out on the tarmack. -Billy Walker)
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THANKSGIVING DAY
IN STL MANY MOONS AGO
(See page 5 of the Winter 2003 issue.)

My name is Glen Davis. I was employed by FL from 1967 to
1986 in STL. I was the last person hired to fill the station
complement in July, 1967. I wish to hear from anybody between
those years.
I was the ops agent on duty when the mudder made it into
STL. He called in range and gave his arrival time a few minutes
later - said he going around due to storms in area. A few minutes
later he called back and said he found a hole in the clouds and
was landing on 6/24 runway.
Next thing I knew all hell was breaking loose. You know I
never went to see the aircraft in the mud as I worked ops every
day and didn’t spend 1 day digging. Funny thing when I tried to
call agents in to help on Thanksgiving Day; nobody wanted to
come in - they thought i was BSing.
Bob Brown was station manager at the time and he told me to
get everyone in ASAP no matter the shift they worked. The
reason I didn’t do any digging - this was the days of white shirt
and tie for ops agents in small stations. Wiley Allen had a good
write up in the latest paper. Hi Wiley, if you’re listening. See
you all later and may the old FL still fly in us.
-Glen Davis, 1415 Gonterman, South Roxana, IL 62087,
gk1967@spiff.net
Hi, Glen Davis! Jerry Turner here - you didn'
t call me in that
day because I was pre-scheduled that day to work. I can remember going over there to see what we could do but "Big Shot"
Thomas didn'
t need any of our help. We were pretty busy
working other flights that day too as I remember.
-Jerry Turner, Veradale WA
After FL, I started working for Maritz Travel Company in St.
Louis. They bought out the agency I was working for before FL,
so it was like going back to an old job. It was a good company,
but I sure missed FL and airline work. In talking to some agents
who are still with the carriers, they say airline work is not as
much fun as it was in our day. We all knew how to do our jobs
and still have fun at it.
I worked for FL in St. Louis almost 20 years before that
dreadful day, ending position was Supervisor on Ticket counter/
gate. Fun times! !!!
As of Oct. 2002, I retired and moved to Sunny Sarasota,
Florida. I love, love, love it (retirement and Florida), am about
4 miles to the beach and having a ball. I highly recommend it.
By moving to Florida, I keep a little of Frontier in mind
everytime I write the state code. FL
A big hello to everyone and look forward to our next reunion.
-Ruth Beck, 2213 Piazza Dr., Sarasota, Fl. 34238
941-918-1527 beckrc2002@yahoo.com
Happy Belated 2003. I am sorry I had forgotten that my
payment was due for the NEWS. I never would cancel intentionally as I really enjoy reading about old FL friends. My best
wishes for a healthy happy prosperous 2003. If you see Pat
Roberts tell her Becky Kesterson Morgan said hello.
-Becky Morgan, Mayfield KY
Enclosed is a check for $20 for 2 years subscription. Also
enclosed is a check for a gift subscription for my buddy, Randy
James. He was a crew scheduler in the G.O. for over 15 years.
All the pilots know him and respect him and will be very happy

to have access to his location: Randy James, 606 Evans Drive,
Euless, TX 76040
-Marty Mortenson DEN
I am Vern Russell, a former Frontier sales & service agent
from 1960 thru 1986. I started in RIW 1960-67, moved to MSO
1967-69 moved to BIL 1969-79 moved to BOI 1979-86. I just
received a letter from Al & Dee Martenson re BIL Reunion &
they informed me about the FL NEWS.
I haven'
t heard much from too many people of FL but do have
news of a few you may or may not know of. Please send me the
back orders of your paper.
I am thrilled to see things about so many old friends and
acquaintances and saddened to learn of some that have flown
west that I was unaware of like Jim Charbonneau, Dave Weston,
Walt Ray, Duane Sharp and Harold Long. I worked with them
and also Ken Hett and Mo Osborne. I knew Mo wouldn’t last
long because our demise tore a big hole out of his heart.
I hired out in RIW in Aug. 1960 as a station agent under
Duane Phelps and later under Carl Henderson who flew west last
year. I transferred to MSO in 1967 to help Bob Bricker and his
agents open the station. Then I transferred to BIL in 1969 and
worked under Jim Schneider, Marv Pester and then Ollie Brunz
til 1979 when I went to BOI to help Roger Sorenson and crew
with the BOI opening. I was there til the end of story.
I can’t believe to this day that one small company could
produce such a great family of friends. It didn’t matter who you
were, what you looked like or what group you belonged to. We
all belonged and felt like it. Don’t we all wish it could still be.
When FL ended we went to the SMF area for almost a year to
be with our daughter and family. My wife hated CA and all the
problems down there so we came back here where she was born
and bought her moms old place and have spent 12 years fixing
the property up into a real nice little place. I still paint for a
living so this is a beautiful place for me to get inspired. It'
s
changed though cause the billionaires have taken over Jackson
and pushed the millionaires over to the Driggs side. We live far
enough west so that everyone here is still living in poverty, but
we still take advantage of great scenery, hunting and fishing. It'
s
starting to be discovered here now so all the Californians are
starting to build big houses here now along the famous Henrys
fork of the snake.
-Vern Russell, St. Anthony, ID,
painterofthewest@wmconnect.com
I am Dave A. Gabbert. I live in Dickinson, North Dakota. I
worked in MKC, OMA, SLC, BIS, DEN, RAP, MSO, HLN, &
back to BIS. The dates are from March 21, 1968 to March of
1985. It would be great to be a member of of FAL online club.
-Dave Gabbart, Dickinson ND
I was hired by FL 6/25/62. My first station was MOT. I left
there ASAP and worked in several stations but ended my time in
DEN. I became a handyman and painter in 1987. I purchased a
few rental properties in the early 90s and am now a semi-retired
landlord.
-Bob Lawson, Arvada CO
Having spent most of my ten years in the Maintenance Division, it is fun to read some of the "war stories" (as we ladies used
to call them). On slow days, the men would get to spinning
yarns about incidents that seemed a little far fetched at the time.
It'
s nice to be able to look back with a smile or a chuckle at those
"good ole days".
-Adella Schulz, Lakewood CO
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Enclosed is my check for another years’ subscription to the FL
Newsletter. Again, I want to thank you for all of the work and
effort you put into the newsletter. I always look forward to
receiving it and when it does arrive I sit down and read it in its
entirety. Things are going well for me, I am still working for
Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield and living in Oregon. My wife
and I just celebrated the birth of our ninth grandson. He weighed
in at 8lbs ll-½ oz. and was 22 inches in length. Both he and his
mother are doing fine.
-Steve Cole, Turner, OR

I'
ve had this pic for years, and while going thru CAL'
s F/E
training, and having trouble with my hollers, I added the caption
at the top, and it was a lot more simple back then. Pic was taken
about 1962 I think, and was on the cover of a major Aviation
magazine. I was flying for Zantop Airlines at the time, and saw
this pic., and said, I have to fly for that Airline. And after banging
on their door for a couple of months, they hired me in 1963.
Capt. Ken Wells gave me my Flt training.
.
After I retired as a Capt. from CAL, (FAL 1963 to 1986) On the
A-300 Airbus and B-727, I went thru CAL'
s F/E school, and flew
DC-10 S/O for three yrs., and when they started to park them in
year 2000, I really retired then. Jan. 01, 2001.
Well, after setting around for 9 mo'
s, and getting bored at home.
I did something everyone I told thought was nuts !! I always
wanted to drive an 18 wheeler, so I went to school in TPA FL &
got my class "A" CDL, and drove for Swift Trucking based in
PHX. However, I was based in Ocala, FL.! I didn'
t like that as
you would be gone three weeks, then only 3 days off. Not the
airlines, HUH??? So now I'
m driving the big rigs here in FL at
Port Manatee and am home every night.
-Ken Larason, Ellenton FL
I was quite surprised and delighted to recieve a copy of Frontier
News. I didn'
t know that there was such a publication.
I went to work for Central at STL in Feb. of 65'
. I was there
untill the end. I was hired by TWA in Jan. of 87'and retired in
Aug. of 02'
. I still see some of the old FL people that are still in
the area. Jim Hargis is still here with Co.
I read in your last publication that Shorty Maxwell died in 99'at
the age of 81 in PHX. Larry Miley owned a John Deere Dealership in Kansas and was killed in a forklift accident this year. John
Perry is retired from AA in DFW. Roy Martin, also an automotive
mechanic, is retired from CO in HOU. I understand that Wayne
Stilwell is living around PHX. Lynn Kentch is retired and living

in Casa Grande, AZ. Curtis Perkins went to work for UPS in
Louisville and as far as I know is still there. Paul Michaud
works for Fed X in Memphis. That is the ones that I know what
happened to. I still hear from John, Sam and Lynn ocasionally.
-Carl Simpson, Saint Peters MO
I went to work part time for DL (WA) after the shutdown. In
order to get full time I had to move from CPR to DCA, and had
my job threatened again with cutbacks. Eventually I found a job
at the corp office in ATL handling cargo claims. I am currently
in the Delta Air Logistics division (fancy term for Delta Cargo)
as a corporate Quality Management Auditor. I do internal audits
for security, dangerous goods, training, accounting, etc. at 15
international, and about 15 domestic locations. Having a very
good operational background from my 16 years with FL at small
stations where we did almost everything, has helped me immensly with my current job.
Three times since 1994, my job has been threatened with
extinction due to corporate financial issues. For all of us in the
industry before 1978 (deregulation) we could never have imagined the things that would take place by now. I just hope DL will
still be in existence for 10 more years. Looking at UAL, US Air,
and all the rest now, there is no guarantee.
In either case I immensely enjoyed my time at FL and look
fondly back at those days.
-Jerry Carlson, Fayetteville GA
I am Jim Seamster, at 8/24/86 I was SSA SAN. I started with
Challenger at POY on 1/21/49.
-Jim Seamster, San Diego CA
I worked for Frontier Airlines from 1978 until its demise. I
started out in 78 as a cleaner, working the ramp for a couple of
years, then progressed to the hanger where I worked in the steam
room, then Heavy Check. I was the Lead in Heavy Check, and
next in line for the tool room when the airline went out of
business.
Continental hired me as the Lead for the tool room when they
took over. I worked for them until March of 87, for half the
income I had at Frontier. I was not very impressed with the way
they did things, and resigned.
Since Frontier'
s closing and my few months at Continental,
I'
ve managed to stay busy. Before I went to work at FL I was a
typesetter, so I returned to that, having to take several computer
courses to get up to speed. I worked at that for about 4 years,
then found myself unemployed again.
After a few months I decided to drive big trucks, as I could
make a pretty decent living. I had a run from Denver to Wichita
for a while, a run from Denver to Albuquerque for a while, and
several others. In December of 2000 I was driving through an
intersection on a green light, and was hit right in the driver'
s
door by another big truck. I thought I was going to die, I hurt so
bad. I actually had a few bones broken and cracked, along with
compressed and ruptured discs in my back. The other driver had
been drinking, and was arrested, but it turned out he was
uninsured. At least I was covered under worker'
s comp.
I haven'
t worked since the accident, and I am in the final
phases of getting onto Social Security disability, as there is very
little I am able to do anymore.
I manage to keep busy reading, the computer, model building,
and other light hobbies, so I can'
t say I have a bad existence.
It would be fun to stay in touch with other Frontier people. I
may be contacted at gates43@msn.com
-Dale Gates, Aurora CO
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My name is Diane (Williams) Koenig. I first went to work for
FL in reservations in St. Louis, Mo. in April, 1968. In December of that year I was furloughed but luckily was able to fill a
vacany at the ticket counter at Lambert Field. I worked there
until I moved to Dallas in 1970. By then I had married and I got
a position as secretary for Mark Burke and the Dallas based
pilots. I worked there until 1974. I have many fond memories
of Frontier and was on the website seeing all of my friends who
were pilots who are not deceased.
My sister was also a Frontier employee. She was the secretary
in St. Louis and worked for Bob Brown. Her name is Ceil
Ponder. I worked with Jerry Pitchford, Marg Bussell, and Larry
Thomas was my supervisor. I saw Bob at my sister'
s retirement
party from United in St. Louis in 1998. There were quite a few
FL people there - Jim Hargis for one. I used to work with him.
-Diane (Williams) Koenig, Haddon Heights NJ
I'
m Dean Johnson. I was a pilot at the old Frontier Airlines
from Feb. 1973 until the end in 1986. When we ceased
operations I was a Captain on the B-737. I still live in Salt Lake
City and am now employed by United Parcel Service. Looking
forward to hearing from you.
-Dean Johnson, Salt Lake City UT
I am working as a pilot for American Airlines (IF they don'
t go
out of business) Five years to go until mandatory retirement.
-Tom Robertson, Scottsdale AZ
My name is Roger Greenlee, I was employed by FL on August
20, 1963, in CYS, by Bob Anderson who later died of a heart
attack on his 42nd birthday at the Denver airport. Jim Snyder
was the SSA at the time and last I saw him was on a trip through
BZN, he lived in Belgrade. (we had gone fishing, I slipped and
fell in the river amongst tree roots, was in a position of not being
able to move and in very fast water when he grabbed me by my
shirt collar and jerked me out. Jim, Thanks again!)
Other agents in CYS in Aug 63 were Howard Stewart, John or
JD Stewart, Ron Wagner, Roger Lienau, Jim Bogan, Art Keck,
Tom Cerreto, Gene Melton, Larry Winters & Jerry Pickering.
Ollie Brunz replaced Bob Anderson then I think he went to
Billings, became a Regional Manager, then back to Billings.
After Ollie Brunz, I believe Kerry Allen was the next manager in
CYS.
I worked in JAC summers of 1964 and 65, first year Danny
Foreman was manager, not sure who else was there that summer,
Don Haven, Deanne Hinkle, Bill Howell, 2nd summer manager
was LeRoy Stratman - he vanished one day and the station run
itself until Orie Goode was appointed manager. Deanna Hinkle
was back again and Barb ?, Eldon Smith and a few others I
can'
t remember names at the moment, & Ralph Beechman, who
just returned from 2 years in the army.
Last I saw of Ralph he was the Manager in Columbus NB. I
went from JAC, to Lackland AFB, after that I was stationed in
DEN, DEN to CYS then to LAR, Bob Marshal had quit FL and
opened a travel agency, Bill Whalen was the other agent and
Don Jorgenson the Manager. I met my wife Fran in LAR, moved
back to CYS then after the CN FL merger Jerry Pickering talked
me into moving to LAW May 72. The old FL employees there
were Jerry Pickering, Dick Withrow & myself, CN/FL employees Floyd Rollins was the manager, Jeff Hutchinson, Ray Hall,
Gale Moss, Ray Butler, Nelson Parish and some others who I
can'
t remember at the moment.
I couldn'
t deal with the heat and humidity and moved to CPR

Oct 69. Bill Mertens was the manager, John Knapp who I knew
from DEN moved back as SSA, Don Sheets SSA, Ron Huet
SSA, Alama Welty TCA, Don Siemens (believe he now owns a
travel agency in CPR) Bob France, George Woodward, Bob
Tucker, Greg Vinyard (for some reason nicknamed him Sue, he
can thank Johnny Cash for that) Robert ?, plus some others that
I have missed and some that left FL in a month or so, not sure
where Bill Mertens moved to.
Jim Snyder moved back as manager from BIL and Brunz went
back to BIL. I took the manager’s job in GCK May 72, Lloyd
Woodard was the agent, Mike Traugot ended up as Manager for
Air Midwest, finally I was able to get him to go to work for FL,
believe he started with Ray Engstrom in SLN, last I heard from
Mike he was with Ryan Aviation in ICT.
Ed Dunaway had me go to RKS as manager. I was in RKS
from Feb 76 to Jan 79, agents I remember at RKS, Art Keck,
Don Armstrong, Jim Purdy, Gary Felzien, Steve Burger, Coy
Preece, Stan Talbert and others. I can picture faces but not the
names at present. I moved to RAP as an agent (yeah) in Jan
79-Aug 86, Vern Mullins was the manager, Ron Warrick, Tom
Cerreto & Bud Johnson were SSAs, Virgil Richards, Fran
Richards, Ray Farnum, Ken Johnson, Gordon Docktor, and Bud
Johnson'
s younger brother.
Hoadley Dean was a member of the FL Board of Directors and
part of the RAP group.I moved back to CYS in 1989 and own
Choice Properties (real estate company) my address is 1317 W.
Pershing Blvd. Cheyenne, WY 82001 307-635-7653
-Roger Greenlee, CYS, JAC, LAR, LAW, CPR, GCK, RKS, &
RAP
P.S. The name I couldn'
t remember in CPR (Robert) it should
read Wynn Roberts, Ken MacIntosh should be added to the list.
There was also a young man that ended up marrying Bob
France'
s daughter. I wish I could remember his name. I have no
idea where Don Jorgenson is at. When I was working for him in
LAR, I had a motorcycle and would go out and make a runway
check and chase the antelope off the runway area before flight
522 arrived from DEN-CYS. It was a one man ops at that time of
night.
Don gave me a lot of static about the motorcycle and the
supposed antelope. About a month or so after I gave up on him
and moved back to CYS, FL 522 hit an antelope on landing in
LAR - the prop was hanging so bad it was about to fall off the
engine. I did send him a teletype reminding him that I and the
motorcycle were doing a good job. I don'
t know if many people
know it - Don was in the Korean War and was captured by the
North Koreans. He was able to escape while he and some other
Americans were being transported to a prison camp. His story is
interesting. I remember he told me that he led his squad across
the 38th and took out a machine gun nest. That was a big no no
for him to cross the 38th and kill the gooks. A major or captain
let him know about it. He said next time instead of dragging just
the machine gun into a creek/stream that was the 38th he would
drag the bodies too. (that was before he was captured). Later on
he was hit with shrapnel and I believe that ended his tour in
North Korea, and he had health problems from then on. I had a
lot of respect for him as a Veteran.
Ralph Beechman and I lived in the same house in JAC. Our
typical routine was to hurry and get the ticket reports done,
office closed, then head home. (We lived about 50'from Flat
(Continued on page 20)
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RED on the label means your subscription
LAST

Creek, behind what was the drive-in theater.)
We changed clothes and then fished until
has expired and this is your
issue.
about 840 PM. That give us just enough time
to get to the Silver Spur restaurant which closed at 9 PM. We both
ordered a steak every night (that was about all we ate each day), we
were both dating some of the waitresses, so best to show up just Challenger Airlines Employees Directory, 7/15/48, 25p, $4
before closing. It took about an hour for the restaurant to clean up Challenger Airlines Prospectus, 9/3/47, 37p, $6
after closing, we took our time to finish eating, then went around Challenger Airlines Prospectus, 8/4/48, 40p, $6
back and waited for the girls to come out the back door. Seems like Challenger Airlines Stockholders Report, 9/30/49, 8p, $2
most of the time we would end up in the Silver Dollar bar and of DC-3 A/C Roster (inc. predecessors) & Check List, 10p, $2
course we had to order a couple of drinks before the bar closed at 2 DEN Accident (12/21/67) Report & news clippings, 11 p, $2
am which meant I got home around 2:30 to 3 am every morning. FL NEWS back issues (there are 8) $2.50 each
The downside to that was that I was the opening agent, I had to have FL newsletters, two from 1969 introducing 737s, 20p, $4
the weather on the printer by 7 AM. Most mornings I left the house Jake’s FL Files on a CD, 350 meg., $3
with pants on, shoes, socks, shirt, tie etc. in hand, portable electric Ken Schultz’ Obituary List (Rev.1/1/03), 9p, $2
razor in car. I had 11 miles to get dressed and with the tourists MLS Accident (3/12/64) Report & news clippings, 26p, $4
traffic that was about right amount of time. I often used the dirt road (Costs are to cover postage & copying. Excess will go to the newsletter.)
that went north along the Gross Venture Butte. The real trick was
FOR SALE: FL ladies’ shirts, posters, mugs, red or black
getting dressed in that 63 VW Bug. I was a shade under 6'and 190
athletic
bag, Convair, Boeing, DC-3 models, 6 juice - 6 bourbon
lbs.
glasses. Pat Craze (970) 249-3652 PJCraze@Frontier.net

FRONTIER REPORTS

Drop Emmett Spinks a note

I went by the West Park Nursing Home in Bedford, TX and visited Emmett Spinks again. Emmett is still alert and apparently has
full memory. He recognized me immediately. Emmit has been paralyzed for over seven years and would love to hear from all
Central/Frontier employees who remembered him. Drop him a card or something. -Clyde Hart
He is in very bad shape, bedfast, and unable to sit up or walk. He is very lonely and would really enjoy hearing from anyone. I know
he would enjoy cards and letters. I go visit him as often as I can, and he has very little company. He is still alert, and has a pretty good
memory. He can still visit and talk of many years ago. -Bill Blackmon
Emmett is about 86 now and his address is 900 Westpark Way, Euless, TX 76040-3977. Take a moment and drop him a note.
Think of all the belly laughs you have had when re-telling the numerous stories about him. He was one of the most colorful pilots to
ever take to the air. I’ll never forget seeing him get off a DC-3 carrying his “How To Fly In 8 Easy Lessons” notebook. -Jake

