
 

 

EULOGY FOR SHIRLEY SHACKELFORD 
by Jim Kyte 

 
 
 

     Thanks for faithfully creating a Rememberance page for our dear friend Shirley Shackelford.   I 

promised you to send some thoughts after her passing, which have been slow in coming as I see her 

smile whenever I think of her. 

  

 

     After Shirley fought with the help of Carolyn Boller and others from ALEA to transfer from FL 

Denver Reservations to be a TCA in DEN around 1977, we became fast and enduring friends at 

work and outside of work for about 40 years until she departed this month of March 2017.   We 

both had homes in Palm Springs CA.   

  

 

     Outside of our unique FL cadre with our unbreakable bonds of friendship, I always enjoyed 

introducing Shirley as the years progressed as “my 16 year old friend from Texas trapped in the 

body of a 45, 46, ….80, 81 year old woman”.  My family of 10 Kyte siblings and their offspring 

loved meeting and knowing Shirley and to friends in Asia where I lived for over 10 years were 

regaled with her stories,  charm and engaging presence. 

  

 

     I had the privilege of showing her Asia as she would show up on my doorstep be it Tokyo, 

Beijing, or Guam where she conducted a mini FL reunion with Bonnie, Lois, Curt and Jimmy Dean 

Appleby. 

  

 

     After her son Brad, Shirley’s greatest love and memories were working at Frontier, traveling the 

world, FL friends of yore - too numerous to name - a real collage of characters who Shirley could 

recall by name people and events right up to this past month. 

  

 

     “The End” for Shirley was long, about 10 years in nursing home care near her son Brad up in 

Washington State.   Through it all Shirley had an enduring will to live and love of life, her old 

friends, and the next dinner outing which ended at age 81, with Rae Carey and me.  Her battle and 

dignity was instructive for me, while I wouldn’t have the courage for a 10 year battle, Shirley gave 

her charm to uplifted other residents and staff of Olympic Place, which was her residence for her 

last 8 years.  



 

 

 
Jim Kyte and Shirley Shackelford at her 81st birthday dinner in Dec 2016 


