
OBITUARY
James Anderson Murphy

Birth:  Jan. 17, 1912
Phoenix
Maricopa County
Arizona, USA

Death:  May 16, 2007
Phoenix
Maricopa County
Arizona, USA

James A. Murphy, a native of Phoenix, passed away on May 16, 2007. He was born January 17, 1912,
at the family home on North 2nd Avenue when Arizona was still a territory. Jim attended Phoenix Union
High School, Brophy College Preparatory and Phoenix College. As an early promoter of Phoenix and the
Valley, Jim was always involved in civic activities. He was president of both the Dons Club of Phoenix
and the Phoenix Lions Club, and served as the Big Chief of the Phoenix Thunderbirds in 1944. His long
time support of the athletic department at Arizona State University led to the creation of The Sun Angel
Foundation, of which he was a founding member.

Jim also served on many special committees of the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce and was especially
active in the development of Sky Harbor Airport. His enduring interest in aviation was both personal and
professional, first soloing an airplane in 1937 and helping to found Arizona Airways, an airline that was
absorbed by a growing Frontier Air Lines.

Jim's first job was as a paper boy for the Arizona Republic while in grade school. Over the course of
his life, he founded an insurance company, headed up Arizona Sand & Rock and brokered commercial
real estate. Jim attended Sunday school at Trinity Cathedral in downtown Phoenix and years later was a
member of the committee that founded All Saints' Episcopal Church of North Central Avenue.

He was enthusiastic about all sports, whether playing tennis with his family at the Phoenix Country
Club or coaching his grandchildren in little league. Jim was known for telling interesting stories about old
Phoenix, the growth of the Valley and his family's history in Arizona, including his summers spent in Iron
springs near Prescott. His father was the Sheriff of Maricopa County in the 1890s.

He was a gentleman to all he met, supportive of his community and generous with his family and
friends. Jim will be lovingly remembered by all who knew him. Jim was preceded in death by his wife of
64 years, Ella Mae; his son, Robert T. Murphy, and his granddaughter, Molly Murphy Elliott. His
survivors include his son and daughter-in-law; grandchildren; seven great grandchildren, the children of
his cousin John Anderson, and a niece and her extended family in Southern California.

Memorial services will be held on Friday, May 25th, at 10:00 A.M. at All Saints' Episcopal Church,
6300 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85012. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
All Saints' Endowment Fund at All Saints' Episcopal Church, in memory of James A. Murphy."
-Arizona Republic (online obituary)



Family links:
Parents:
James K. Murphy (1862 - 1928)
Mary A. B. Anderson Murphy (1872 - 1966)

Inscription:
According to Greenwood Cemetery, James Murphy was cremated and the ashes returned to the mortuary.
The family placed the ashes in the columbarium at All Saints.

Burial:
All Saints Episcopal Church Cemetery
Phoenix
Maricopa County
Arizona, USA

-http://www.findagrave.com


