
ARTICLES ABOUT THE ACCIDENT THAT CLAIMED THE LIFE OF DENNIS MCCRIGHT

LONE STAR FREEDOM FLIGHT
FREEDOM FLIGHT AVIATORS
The pilots of Freedom Flight are all professional aviators, either former military or current and retired airline pilots. All are
extensively trained in formation flying, discipline and safety. Freedom Flight flies all demonstrations in strict compliance with
federal regulations and guidelines.
On this page you will find a brief biography of each aviator. Many of the pilots built their own airplanes from a kit supplied by
Van's Aircraft, but some purchased their aircraft already built. The Van's line of all-metal kit-built aircraft have been known for
their superior performance and reliability. Over 6,000 of these aircraft are flying today.
DENNIS MCCRIGHT
Dennis McCright is also a retired Continental Airlines captain. He takes great pride in his past association with Frontier Airlines
before its merger with Continental and has numerous objects of Frontier memoribilia.  Dennis is a very active instructor pilot
and an accomplished builder.  He and Dick Stevens partner in their RV-6 aircraft and are currently building an RV-8.  Dennis'
expert building and maintenance advice is highly valued on the team.  He lives in Bentwater with his wife Lori.
http://www.lonestarfreedomflight.org/aviators.html
(8/13/11)

Posted at the FL Club:
Subject: Plane Crash
CONROE, TX (KTRK) -- Federal Aviation Administration officials Saturday were investigating a fatal mid-air plane collision
in Montgomery County.
Officials said two planes collided around 11:45am over the northern part of Lake Conroe off F.M. 1375 at Stubblefield Lake
Rd. The FAA has shut down the area toinvestigate.
According to eyewitnesses, a group of seven planes was flying over the area doing formations when one plane went beneath
another.
The planes clipped and there was a fire in the air, witnesses said. Two planes went down. One was engulfed in flames.
The pilot of the plane that caught fire died in the crash.
The other pilot was able to land his damaged plane. He walked out with burns on one of his arms.
Both planes went down in a thick wooded area about a mile off F.M. 1375. Officials said the group of pilots is based out of
Conroe.
The name of the pilot who died has not been released, pending notification of family members.
-Joe Barker
(8/13/11)

Posted at the FL Club
Plane Crash
The group Dennis flew with is the
LONE STAR FREEDOM FLIGHT
Their website is at
http://www.lonestarfreedomflight.org
Click on AVIATORS at the top menu for pix/bios.
Other FL pilots involved with the group are Dick Stevens and Dick Kardell.
-Jake Lamkins
(8/13/11)

Pilot killed when 2 planes collide near Lake Conroe
By CAROL CHRISTIAN
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
Aug. 13, 2011, 5:23PM
One person is dead after two small planes collided near Lake Conroe, officials said.
The crash occurred about 11:45 a.m. Saturday near the northern part of the lake near FM 1375 at Stubblefield Lake Road,
according to the Department of Public Safety in Conroe.
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Tony Molinaro said the planes, which had departed from Lone Star Airport, were



in a group of seven home-built aircraft flying in formation. One plane flew under another and the two crashed about 15 miles
northwest of Conroe.
The plane underneath, a single-engine RV-6 with tail number N16DD, crashed into a  forest. The pilot died at the scene.
According to the FAA website, the 8-year-old plane was registered to a Montgomery resident.
The other plane, a 2-year-old RV-8 also registered to a Montgomery resident, crashed into a pond. The pilot was treated on the
scene, officials said.
The first report of the accident came to DPS at 11:44 a.m. from the Lone Star Airport tower, a dispatcher said. Initial reports
indicated one of the aircraft was a World War II-era "practice plane," according to DPS.
The wreckage is spread over portions of Walker and Montgomery counties. The body was recovered on land, authorities said.
FAA is investigating.
This is the second fatal crash involving a home-built plane in the Conroe area in three months. In May, a father and daughter
who had narrowly escaped a fiery crash in 2007 died when their experimental plane crashed shortly after taking off from the
Conroe Airport. Elzie J. “Bud” Warren, 70, and, Phyllis Jean Ridings, 52, died May 7 on their way to an air show in Temple.
carol.christian@chron.com
-http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/topstory/7696003.html
(8/13/11)

August 14, 2011
Pilot dies in New Waverly crash of single-engine plane
By Tori Brock
Staff Reporter
NEW WAVERLY — A Montgomery County man died Saturday morning in a fiery crash when the single-engine plane he was
flying collided with another plane, causing both to go down in the Sam Houston National Forest.
The collision occurred just after 11:30 a.m. when the pilot, Dennis McCright, 69, flew his RV6 plane under an RV8 plane being
flown by Douglas Knab, also of Montgomery County.
Both aircraft crashed about three miles past the Gulf Coast Trades Center off Little Road in Walker County.
Knab and the other pilot had flown out of Lone Star Executive Airport in Conroe as part of a unit of seven homemade planes,
said Erik Burse, Texas Department of Public Safety spokesman.
Knab’s plane crashed near a small pond on Little Road off of FM 1375. The other plane crashed in the national forest and
began to burn on impact, but firefighters were able to bring that fire under control.
The pilot was killed instantly, Burse said. Knab received minor injuries and was treated at the scene.
Burse said authorities did not yet know why the pilot flew his craft under Knab’s plane.
Walker County Justice of the Peace Janie Farris pronounced the pilot dead at 12:52 p.m. His body will be taken to the
Montgomery County medical examiner's office.
The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the crash. The FAA prohibted the media from either viewing or
photographing the crash sites.
This is the second time since May that a home-built craft has crashed in this area, killing those aboard.
On May 7, 70-year-old Elzie J. Warren and his 54-year-old daughter Phyllis G. Ridings, both of Conroe, died when their plane
crashed and burned just minutes after taking off.
-http://itemonline.com/local/x1533028903/Pilot-dies-in-New-Waverly-crash-of-single-engine-plane
(8/14/11)

MID-AIR PLANE CRASH KILLS ONE
Filed Sat, Aug 13, 2011 by Scott EngleFire and EMS, Local / Area News
Just after 11 a.m. Saturday morning a group of 7 experimental aircraft were practicing in the area of the Sam Houston National
Forest north of FM 1375 and east of the Lake. Witnesses say one of the aircraft came up from under another crashing into it.
Both planes lost altitude as one crashed into the forest catching the forest on fire.
The other  aircraft, an RV-8 crashed near a pond, and pilot Douglas Knab was slightly injured.
"I saw the airplanes flying in formation like they do every weekend. I heard a pop, louder than normal," said witness Lonnie
Upton. "I saw one of them break out, turn around. He was losing altitude."
Walker County Sheriff’s Office, New Waverly Fire Department, Walker County EMS, DPS and the US Forest Service
responded to the scene. The US Forest Service responded to the scene with dozers in an attempt to get a fire line built which
they were able to do with only a small area burned.
DPS has released the names of the pilots involved. Dennis McRight, 69,  who is a resident of Bent Water and a former pilot
with Frontier Airlines which merged with Continental. He retired as a Captain with Continental Airlines and a member of the



Freedom Flight Aviators, a group of retired military and commercial pilots.
According to its website, the group’s mission is "to foster patriotism through precision flight exhibitions" and to honor fallen
soldiers who have given their lives..
He was flying an RV-6.
-http://montgomerycountypolicereporter.com/?p=31142
(8/14/11)


